
  November 2007 

  Volume 10, Issue 2 

 

From the Presidenté 
 

BCDC Newsletter needs you! 
 

Our on-line Newsletter provides us with several opportunities to showcase 

our club and its members.  We now have the ability to publish more 

photographs, both of club activities and from your personal adventures. 

There is also added space for regular features, and Iôm hoping members will 

step forward and volunteer to author a regular column. There is interest in a 

beginner birder forum , a backyard birding column, bird identification , 

birding sites ï both near and far, a members profile column, book reviews 

and a report on recent sightings. If you have taken an interesting birding 

trip and would like to share it with the club, this is your opportunity - and 

please consider including your photos. Please contact editor Chris Blidan or 

me (president@bcdelco.org) if want to contribute to the newsletter or have 

an idea for a regular feature. 

 

Rose Tree Park Hawkwatch 

Welcomes Your Support! 
 

The Rose Tree Park Hawkwatch (RTPHW) is moving into 

its tenth year. As with most long-term projects there is an 

ebb and flow of participants. Currently RTPHW is in ebb 

and is in need of not only counters but also observers. 

Okay, you ask, what is the difference between a counter 

and an observer. The counter is the ñofficial counterò for 

that day, the person responsible for keeping the official 

record and tabulations. An observer is someone who 

assists in finding and identifying the birds. On days of 

heavy flights, when many birds can be in the air at once, 

the counter depends on the observers for assistance in 

keeping track of the passing birds. 

 

Due to an unexpected transfer, RTPHW lost one of its veteran counters this season, and 

several ñopen datesò have had to be covered by the already lean staff. In addition, the 

number of observers, especially during the week, has tailed off. The RTPHW staff has a 

wonderful rapport with several high school environmental classes that come out every 

season to learn about hawk migration.  It is especially during these instructional days that 

RTPHW needs the extra assistance. Please consider volunteering as a counter and visit 

often as an observer in this splendid Citizen/ Science Project of the Birding Club of 

Delaware County. 
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N E W S L E T T E R  

The Birding Club of Delaware County 
is a birding club Located in Delaware 

County, Pennsylvania, with the pur-

pose of expanding individual interest 
in and study of wild birds.  

 

The Birding Club of Delaware County 
is open to birders and bird watchers of 

all skill levels. 

 
Membership is from September 

through August. 

 
Meetings are held the 2nd Wednesday 

of each month from September 

through June at the Marple Township 
Library Meeting Room. Meetings 

begin at 7:30PM. 

 

Guests are always welcome. 

 

For additional information regarding 
membership, please contact John 

DôAmico at 610-566-1461  

or email  membership@bcdelco.org. 
 

Websites 
BCDC: www.bcdelco.org 

RTPHW: www.rtphawkwatch.org 

 
All materials, illustrations and photos 

are copyrighted 2007, by the Birding 

Club of Delaware County, all rights 

mailto:president@bcdelco.org


BCDC FIELD TRIPS 
 

IMPORTANT NOTES 

Please contact trip leader in advance so you can be notified of any changes. 

Plan to arrive 15 minutes prior to departure time. 
 

November 10, Saturday  - Bake Oven Knob with the Wyncote Bird Club  

8:30 am. Meet at the Bake Oven Knob parking lot  

Leader  Andy Fayer (215 -542 -8114) 
 

November 25, Sunday  -  Lakes of Chester County  

7:00 am. Meet at Boscov's parking lot in Exton for a 3/4 -day trip (bring lunch).  

Leader  Holly Merker (610 -733 -4392)  
 

December 1, Saturday  - Annual Brigantine to Barnegat Trip  

8:00 am. Meet at the Brigantine NWR  parking lot  

Leader  Tom McParland (610-583 -9016) 
 

December 15, Saturday  - Glenolden Christmas Count  

Delaware County, PA 

Coordinator  Nick Pulcinella (610 -696 -0687)  
 

January 1, Tuesday ð Annual New Yearõs Day Delaware Coast Trip 

6:00 am SHARP. Meet at McDonald's  parking lot in Marcus Hook (Rtes. 452 and I -95)  

Leader  Al Guarente (610 -566 -8266)  

 

Check website at www.bcdelco.org for add -ons or cancellations.  
 

Field Trip Coordinator: Bill Roache (610 -789 -6269)  
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BCDC 

10th Anniversary Banquet  

Wednesday, April 16, 2008  

Speaker: Kevin Karlson  
Springfield Country Club  

Save 

The 

Date !  
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The Delaware County (Glenolden) Christmas Bird Count takes place on 

Saturday, December 15, 2007. The Glenolden Christmas Bird Count 

(CBC) is one of hundreds that will be carried out throughout North 

America during the three-week period beginning December 15 under 

the sponsorship of the National Audubon Society. The CBC is one of 

the largest citizen-science projects conducted by Audubon. 
 

Our local CBC is named after Glenolden, the town where the count originated in 1922; however, the 

15-mile diameter count circle encompasses most of Delaware County. The circle includes the John 

Heinz NWR, Tyler Arboretum, Ridley Creek State Park, the Darlington Tract, the Delaware River 

from Fort Mifflin south to the Delaware state line, and the Darby, Crum and Chester Creek 

watersheds. Our count averages 100 species and that total is usually in the top five of the 60+ counts 

held in Pennsylvania. 
 

Participation is easy. About 22 separate parties cover the count circle. Some parties consist of one or 

two people, but most have three or four birders. Each party aims to count every bird identified 

within its designated area. If you are interested in participating in this yearôs CBC, please contact me 

soon at president@bcdelco.org or 610-696-0687. To see results of previous Glenolden CBCs visit 

http://www.audubon.org/bird/cbc/ 

We welcome membersõ contributions to our newsletter, so if you have reportsWe welcome membersõ contributions to our newsletter, so if you have reportsWe welcome membersõ contributions to our newsletter, so if you have reports, announcements, reviews, poetry, 

or essays that would be of interest to our BCDC birding community, please submit them to the editor:  

Chris Blidan, e -mail: newsletter@bcdelco.org (phone: 610 -566 -0937).  

The deadline for the January newsletter is Wednesday, December 26, 2007.  

Counting Birds at Christmas Time 
 

By Nick Pulcinella 

Coming Programs 
 

November 14, 2007 

Wayne Laubscher 

Gray Ghosts and Other Northwoods Owls - 

Winter Birds of Algonquin 
 

December 12, 2007 

Jim Lockyer 

Hawk Watch Roundup 2007 - Holiday Party 
 

January 9, 2008 

Hank Kaestner 

Kazakhstan 

mailto:president@bcdelco.org
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The Big Sit 
By Holly Merker & Nick Pulcinella 

The Tall -Tale Flycatchers and the Rose Tree 

Redtails were at it again on Sunday, October 14. 

These two separate teams of BCDC members took 

on the challenges of the Big Sit, an international 

event sponsored yearly on the second Sunday in 

October by Birdwatcherôs Digest. The aim for all 

teams was to count every species seen or heard 

from within a 17-foot diameter circle in a 24-hour 

period. Besides the two BCDC teams, eight other 

Big Sit locations were reported in Pennsylvania. 
 

This yearôs Flycatchers were Nick and Sharon 

Pulcinella and Al Guarantee, observing from the 

Pulcinella backyard in West Chester. They tallied 

52 species, just two short of their record set last 

year. Nick describes their viewing area as ña 

s u b u r b a n 

backyard a little 

less than an acre 

with numerous 

native plantings 

and a man-made 

r e- c i r c u l a t i n g 

stream and pond. 

We have mostly a 

n o r t h  a n d 

westward view of 

the sky, though 

standing at the far 

western edge of 

the circle and 

looking back over 

the roof of the 

house will provide 

a partial view of 

the eastern sky. 

The tall trees 

hinder a long look 

at anything flying 

past, so we needed 

to be on our toes to identify any flybys.ò 
 

This yearôs Redtails (at the hawkwatch site in Rose 

Tree Park) included RTPHW counters and 

observers, as well as interested visitors. Their 

count totaled 47 species, down from last yearôs 

tally of 50. Coordinator Holly Merker reports, 

ñCreating a festive atmosphere, Jim Lockyer 

brought out his ñexhibition tentò to provide a 

shady place to rest. Inside the tent we hung some 

posters, made by Jamie Pugliese, to give passersby 

an idea of what the festivities were all about. 

Participants brought many goodies and snacks to 

share, and the tent was the hotspot for sneaking a 

homemade cookie, or chips and salsa in between 

birds.ò 
 

In West Chester, the only pre-dawn observation 

was a pair of calling Great Horned Owls. The 

morning light brought with it many species in 

rapid succession and within the first 15 minutes of 

daylight, 14 species were recorded, including both 

kinglets. Between 7:00 and 8:00 am, they found 

another 18 species 

including Yellow-

rumped Warbler, 

Cedar Waxwing, 

the first of the 

dayôs nine Purple 

Finches, one of 

three Yellow-

b e l l i e d 

Sapsuckers, Blue-

headed Vireo and 

B l a c k- c a p p e d 

C h i c k a d e e s . 

Activity quieted 

down for a bit 

when an adult 

S h a r p-s h i n n e d 

Hawk perched in 

a nearby tree. 

 

In the next hour, 

the WC team 

picked up three 

s p e c i e s  o f 

blackbirds: Red-winged Blackbird, Common 

Grackle and Brown-headed Cowbirds, while at 

least 8-10 Tree Swallows passed by. Around 9:30, 

Al spotted a pair of Chipping Sparrows in one of 

the white pines and a few minutes later a male 

(Continued on page 5) 


