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The Birding Club of Delaware
County is a birding club Located in
Delaware County, Pennsylvania,
with the purpose of expanding indi-
vidual interest in and study of wild
birds.

The Birding Club of Delaware
County is open to birders and bird
watchers of all skill levels.

Membership is from September
through August.

Meetings are held théQVednesday
of each month from September
through June at the Marple Township
Library Meeting Room. Meetings
begin at 7:30PM.

Guests are always welcome.

For additional information regarding
membership, please contact John
D6 Ami c 0-56&14616 1 0

Day Trip

scoc AUuction

at the February 2009 Meeting

BCDC is pleased to announce we wi
once again hold an auction to raise fun
to assist with the
The format will be similar to our two
previous successful auctions withpen
bidding, silent auction and bucket
raffles on a wide variety of
ornithological items.

Nick and Sharon Pulcinella bega ™
collecting auction items at the Novembe
2008 meeting, but they are looking fc
more donations that might appeal to o
members.

You still have time to contributbird related items only - such as
books, optics, artwork, feeders, et cetera, but get them to Nick a
January meeting.

the
NO AUCTION ITEMS WILL BEACCEPTED

THE NIGHT OF THE AUCTION .

Please contact Nick (61896-0687 ornickpulcinella@verizon.ngwith
any questions or if you are willing be an auctioneer.

or email membership@bcdelco.org I_
(¢

Websites
BCDC: www.bcdelco.org
RTPHW: www.rtphawkwatch.org

All materials, illustrations and photo:
are copyrighted 2009, by the Birding
Club of Delaware County, all rights
reserved.

1

ml

Pelagic- Adj., relating to or occurring or living in or frequenting
the open ocean.
Read Al 6s

account on page 8 f a

and make some pelagic plans of your own for this summer!
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BCDC FIELD TRIPS

IMPORTANT NOTES
Please contact the field trip leader  in advance so you can be notified of any changes.

Plan to arrive 15 minutes prior to departure time.

January 31, Saturday - Cumberland County, NJ - Hunters of the Marsh & Upland Edge
8:30 AM - 2:30 PM. Meet at the Wawa at Routes 47 and 670 (3.2 miles from the end of Route 55).
Leader: Janet Crawford 610-766-2161

February 7, Saturday - Gulls Along the Delaware
8:00 AM. Meet at the Cracker Barrel parking lot in Norristown off the Blue Route (I -476).
Leader: Al Guarente 610-566 -8266

February 13 - 16, Friday - Monday - Great Backyard Bird Count

March 14, Saturday - Middle Creek WMA - Swans, Snow Geese, Waterfowl, Raptors & Others
8:00 AM . Meet at the HQ at Middle Creek (Lancaster/Lebanon Counties)
Leader: John D& Ami 610-566-1461

March 27, Friday - Waterloo Woodcock Hunt - Displaying Woodcocks
6:30 PM. Meet at the Waterloo Mills parking lot on Waterloo Road. Bring a folding chair.
Raindate is March 28.
Leader: Sheryl Johnson 610-649-4621

April 25, Saturday & John Heinz NWR at Tinicum - Spring Migrants
8:00 AM. Meet at the refuge HQ.
Leader: Hank Hox 610-521-5442

April 26, Sunday 0 Ridley Creek State Park - Spring Migrants & more
7:30 AM. Meet at the park HQ.
Leader: John D3dAmi 610-566-1461

April 26, Sunday - Haverford College - Spring Migrants
7:30 AM. Meet at the Haverford Coll ege south
Leader: Sheryl Johnson 610-649-4621

Please check our website at www.bcdelco.org for updates.
Field Trip Coordinator: Al Guarente, 610 -566-8266
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By Janis Zane

After walking the old trail alongside the river, we
drove back over the dam and downriver to the
new Octorora Creek Trail. We had another view
of the dam and the river, but we did not see
anything different on that trail. We met the
President of the Cecil County birding club in the
parking lot, and he directed us to the Perryville
community park which is near | -95 before you
cross the river. This park had some great water
views where we saw lots of waterfowl, including
one group of about 100 American coots . All in all,
an enjoyable day in the field.

Conowingo Dam and Environs

Nine eagle-eyed birders joined the BCDC walk on
December 4 to see what Conowingo and other
northern Maryland spots had to offer that day. We
started off in the dam parking lot and watched
several eagles perched in the nearby trees,
"talking" to each other. The pleasant weather made
it easy onh us as we
show. About 50 species made our list, with stand -
outs being over 100 Bald eagles, 8 Bonaparte's
gulls, an Eastern phoebe (according to All), a
Winter wren , and a fly -over by Pine siskins.

Note: Eagles have been plentiful at the alwpgpular
Conowingo Dam the past few months. Some of these

phot os from members
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Spring Programs

January 14
Hank Kaestner
In Search of My Zornis

In the extreme Northeast of India, in the state of Arunachel Pradésgylsnesta new park in an area
formerly closed to outsiders. Join us for an adventure to this brand new birding destination, consjiered
to be THE global birding hot spot, as the birds there are rare and gaudy.

February 11

Nick and Sharon Pulcinella

BCDC Auction

See the announcement on page 1.

March 11
Jim McVoy
Volunteering at Tri -State Bird Rescue- One Retiree’s Dream Job

What is it like to be a birgare volunteer? Learn more about-Jtate Bird Rescue: Who are they?
What do they do? Share in the success stories of birds rehabilitated and released back to the wi

April 8
Jane Ruffin
Chiapas, Mexico. Traveling in Search of Butterflies

More than 300 species of butterflies may be seen in a single trip to Chiapas, Mexico! From the rijins of
Palenque to the highlands of San Cristobal de las Casas you will find spectacular butterflies, fro l‘ the
huge Owl and Morphos to the tiny brilliant Metalmarks Hot and steamy summer weather in one qfj the
largest tracts of tropical rainforest within Mexico produces maximum numbers of these other winged
creatures. Broaden your horizons and make the leap into leps.

May 13
Kevin Loughlin
Interesting topic to be announced

June 10

Annual Picnic at Ridley Creek State Park



New Year 0s -BathernZDelaware

By Al Guarente

Conditions were brutal. The temperature was a constant 22 degrees and the wind blew at 25 mph. We

were in for a rough day of birding indeed. This was the 17th year for this annual event, which dates from

before the BCDC was formed. We started as usual at Port Mahon Road, searching for Short -eared Owls
with no success, although we did see many Harriers , Gulls and Black Ducks . Then we moved on to

Cartanza Road to find a flock of Horned Larks and Savannah Sparrows along with 2000 Snow Geese. As
if the weather alone wasndt bad enough, we al so ha
set up in the fields.

We headed to Indian River Inlet and prepared for frostbite. Upon arrival, a battle ensued over who could

get to the outhouse the fastest. Then, when everyone had on their six layers of clothes, we headed for

the jetty. There we had the expected Great Cormorants , Purple Sandpipers , Bonapar t ¢Sud am@lu
Black Scoters , Long- tailed Ducks and both species of loons. By the time we got back to the car Scott
Tuttleds cheeks were so red | thought Santa had jo

At the marina area we added Boat- tailed Grackles and Dunlin. At one point Gary Becker was walking
along the bank looking for sparrows, when he flushed up an immature  Black- crowned Night - Heron.
Walking a little further, an ~ American Bittern  flushed and flew right in front of us for a great view. In
the backwaters we had Buffleheads and Pied- billed Grebes .

Heading north, we stopped at Silver Lake and had great looks at the 200 or so Canvasbacks, some
Gadwalls, Shovelers, and Hooded Mergansers . Then Gary found the bird of the day: Sitting on the railing
of one of the gazebos across the lake was a  Black- bellied Whistling Duck . This was a lifer for many of
the folks here today and it warmed up the rest of the crowd also. We were able to get a few pictures of

the duck later when we circled around the lake for a closer view.

At Cape Henlopen State Park we
decided to walk the campground
area in search of winter finches
but had no luck. We were able to
see 8 or 9 Brown- headed
Nuthatches , lots of Juncos and a
few Golden- crowned Kinglets . At
Herring Point we found a few
Gannets, more scoters, and we
added Ruddy Turnstones . We
then found a flock of about 150
Snow Buntings at the Point.

Prime Hook National Wildlife
Refuge was our last stop of the
day. The ponds were frozen over
and not much was on the bay

Silver Lake
except Lesser Scaups . Ruby and

(Continued on page 6)




