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The Birding Club of Delaware County
is a birding club Located in Delaware
County, Pennsylvania, with the pur-
pose of expanding individual interest
in and study of wild birds.

The Birding Club of Delaware County
is open to birders and bird watchers of
all skill levels.

Membership is from September
through August.

Meetings are held the 2" Wednesday
of each month from September
through June at the Marple Township
Library Meeting Room. Meetings
begin at 7:30PM.

Guests are always welcome.

For additional information regarding
membership, please contact John
D’ Ami c o-56@1461 6 1 0

or email membership@bcdelco.org.

Websites
BCDC: www.bcdelco.org
RTPHW: www.rtphawkwatch.org

All materials, illustrations and photos
are copyrighted 2010, by the Birding
Club of Delaware County, all rights
reserved.
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Programs Coming Soon!

January 13

Edie Parnum and Barb Elliot: Attracting Birds to Your Yard

Have you wondered what you might do in your yard to encourage avian
visitors to drop by? This program is designed to help you to lure birds to
your yard in all seasons with food, water, cover, and places to raise
young. Grow native plants to create habitat for resident and migrant birds
and enjoy observing the birds that visit your property.

Barb Elliot, PhD, and Edie Parnum are Co-Directors of Backyards for
Nature a program of Valley Forge Audubon Society. Their mission is to
“Iinspire and teach people to ¢
planting native plants and

February 10
Jim McVoy: Fifty Birds in Fifty States

In 1997, Jim and Sue McVoy embarked on a quest to find a least fifty
species of birds in each of the fifty US states. Some states gave up their
birds in a matter of hours; others were stingier. One state had to be visited
three times; Hawaii, twice (it was a dirty job, but. . .). Rock pigeons
appear on forty-nine of their state lists. Where did they miss them? Jim
and Sue saved Alaska for their fiftieth state, visiting it in 2009, the year
of Alaska's fiftieth anniversary of statehood. Which unsuspecting bird
was the fiftieth bird in the fiftieth state? In his presentation, Jim shares
travel stories and favorite birding spots around the country and tells all.

Jim McVoy was born and raised on a dairy farm near Syracuse, NY.

He did his undergraduate studies in music theory and composition at
Syracuse University followed by graduate work at the Eastman School of
Music. From 1970-1979 he taught at Elizabethtown College. He then
moved to West Chester University where he taught until his retirement in
2005. Jim now offers his time as a volunteer for the Stroud Preserve, the
Land Trust and Tri-State Bird Rescue and Research.
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BCDC FIELD TRIPS

IMPORTANT NOTES
Please contact the field trip leader  in advance so you can be notified of any changes.

Plan to arrive 15 minutes prior to departure time.

January 16, Saturdayi Roosevelt Park, Philadelphiai Waterfowl
9:00 AM.
Leader: Tom Reeves 610-361-8027

February 3, Wednesdayi Chester County Winter Birding at Its Best
8:00 AM. Meet at the Brandywine Conservancy office on Route 82 (Doe Run Road, Unionville)
Leader: Kevin Fryberger 610-721-3719

February 7, Sundayi Eastern Neck NWR- Waterfowl & Brown -Headed Nuthatches
8:00 AM. Meet at Eastern Neck NWR
Leader: Don DePietro 610-566-5320

February 20, Saturdayi North Jersey Waterfowl & Possibly Alcids
9:00 AM. Meet at the Belmar Marina, Shark River Inlet
Leader: Martin Page 610-359-9887

February 27, Saturday- Cumberland County, NJ - Hunters of Marshes and Upland Edges
8:30AM - 2:30PM. Meet at the Wawa at Routes 47 & 670 (3.2 miles from the end of Route 55.)
Leader: Janet Crawford 610-766-2161

March 13, Saturday- Swans, Snow Geese, Waterfowl, Raptors and others
8:00 AM. Meet at the HQ at Middle Creek Middle Creek WMA (Lancaster/Lebanon Counties)
Leader: John D'Amico 610-566-1461

March 14, Sunday- Waterloo Woodcook Hunt- Displaying Woodcocks
5:45 PM. Meet at the Waterloo Mills parking lot on Waterloo Road.
Bring a folding chair. Rain date March 21
Leader: Sheryl Johnson 610-649-4621

March 27, Saturday - Eastern Neck NWR Owl Prowl
7:00 PM. Meet at Eastern Neck NWR Lodge.
Trip is in association with Kent County (Delaware) Bird Club
Leader: Don DePietro 610-566-5320

Please check our website at www.bcdelco.org for updates.
Field Trip Coordinator: Al Guarente, 610 -566-8266




Darlington Bird Walk

By Dave Eberly

The fall BCDC trip to the Darlington Tract was postponed one day to Sunday, October 25
due to the tropical rains that soaked the area on Saturday. Five BCDC members met at the
parking lot early on a dark overcast 52 degree morning. At the start of the walk we awakened a
number of Songand White-throated sparrows and a couple lingering Gray catbirds in the
fields near the parking lot. We attempted to follow the trail to the field which is now famous for
hosting the LeConte’s sparrow found by
swollen Chester Creek had spilled out over its banks under the railroad bridge making the trail
completely impassable. We forgot to bring the boat, so we scrambled up the steep railroad
embankment and surveyed the area. We decided the best alternative was to walk the tracks
back to where the trail crosses on the other side of Darlington Road and walk the trail
“backwards.” This approach turned out t
fields we had sunshine and very comfortable temperatures.

We ended up finding 43 species by my count. Besides lots and lots of white-throats and
songs we found a couple Field sparrows, a few Swamp sparrows and two White-crowned
sparrows. All along the way we were accompanied by a large number of Yellow-rumped
warblers and pockets of lovely yellow-phase Palm warblers. Ruby-crowned kingletsseemed
to be everywhere as well. The sunshine helped us get good looks at
Eastern phoebe Cedar waxwings and some Eastern bluebirds.

The highlight of the trip was a very cooperative Merlin perched
atop a nearby dead tree. We all managed great looks and Andy
Pesthy snapped a few photos for us. The other unusual bird and lifer
for some was a Cackling goosepicked out of a small skein of
Canada geeséy Al Guarente. The smaller size was unmistakable.

Rounding out the list were a couple Hermit thrushes, a heard-
only Goldencrowned kinglet, more Gray catbirds, Eastern :
towheesand an overhead Co 0 p e r 0 & wehl @& Bharp-shinned )
hawk, Redtailed hawk, and Black vultures. Merlin Photo by Andy Pestty

Overall, a nice morning’ s Wat—t=

We wel come membersod contributions to our newsl etter,
or photographs that would be of interest to our BCDC birding community, please submit them to the editor:

Chris Blidan, e -mail: newsletter@bcdelco.org (phone: 610-566 -0937).
The deadline for the March newsletter is Wednesday, February 17, 2010.

Club questions or suggestions? Contact Sheryl Johnson, President: sbjohnson@haverford.edu .

Suggestions for or leading of field trips? Contact Al Guarente, Field Trip Coordinator:  owlguarente@yahoo.com.

Bird sightings to report? ~ Contact Dave Eberly, Bird Reports Editor:  david.eberly@gmail.com.

Al
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Bluebirds in 2009

By Alice Sevareid

The Delaware County Bluebird Trail Project consists of over 300 bluebird nesting boxes located
primarily in Delaware County; some are in Chester County. Trail monitors oversee these nest boxes

Apr il t hrough August. Of these 44 volunteers,

usually weekly. Trails are located in parks, school grounds, retirement communities, office campuses
and at homes. We try to fix problems such as wasp invasions, marauding raccoons, invasive House
Sparrows and House Wrens, rain-soaked nests and abandoned babies.

Results for our completed 2009 bluebird season are what we anticipated. The number of bluebirds
fledged was somewhat lower than the prior year. This year 447 bluebirds fledged as opposed to 514 in
2008. We can’t be certain of the causes, b
was a month with so much rain that only a fungus could have been comfortable. July was the coldest
July since the temperatures in Philadelphia have been recorded. August was again a month of rain with
tomatoes barely making it, much less birds. However, it was a comfortable season for monitors who are
used to walking through the heat and humidity of the normal Philly summers. This summer the
temperatures were positively pleasant.

Tree Swallows also like our bluebird boxes, and we frequently put
two boxes side by side to encourage them to nest right beside the
bluebirds. The Tree Swallows help protect the less aggressive bluebirds
by defending their common territory against more aggressive birds who
want to move in. This year 347 Tree Swallows fledged, about as
expected.

Thanks to Sharon Pulcinella, a new monitor joined us at a new site
this summer. Sharon teaches at Rustin High School in West Chester, a
relatively new school with extensive grounds. As a school project,
Sharon helped student Ashley Schriver set up boxes on campus and
monitor them. Ashley monitored eight boxes and fledged 10 bluebirds
and four Tree Swallows. We are pleased she has taken on this project
and has been successful. Ashley will participate again next year.

We are so grateful for the 10 monitors at White Horse Village, led by
Betty Jo McCarthy and Betty Fink. They are fortunate that their bluebird
boxes line the walks around their homes so they can see the birds daily
the way we who live some distance from our trails are unable to do.

] i s .

Bluebird Photo by Sara Neta

Our most curious story this year involved the Hildacy trail. Monitor Gloria Todor found a dead
female Tree Swallow on a nest of eggs in one of the boxes. It had a band on its leg. I gave it to Doris
McGovern, a bander, who sent the band number to the US Department of the Interior. They reported
back that the bird was a 7 year-old bird banded either in Delaware County or at Heinz Refuge at
Tinicum, by John Miller, a great local birder and bander. The average age of a Tree Swallow is 2.6
years and the oldest |ive 8 years. It is a
that we could figure out a history of this bird and imagine that this little lady had probably flown
hundreds of miles to be a good mom for a lot of years.

(Continued on pagb)
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(Bluebirds: Continued from pagg

I send all our data to the Pennsylvania Bluebird Society. They are very impressed with our work.
You might enjoy their newsletter, so check them out online at www.thebsp.org and join.

We are always looking for more monitors. If you think you might be interested, get in touch with
me this winter or spring at 610-544-9057 or alicesevareid@hotmail.com.

We birders should all be grateful for the efforts of these monitors. When you see bluebirds this
winter, think of these good people who spend part of their summers nurturing these lovely birds.

Vo

Birding in Holland

By Kris DeBolt and Peter Wade

Birders aren’t often much i nt-ehatéfthdrebidhashaifans
orange-r ed breast, measures five inches insteacd
the European robin, a less common bird than its American cousin. And - what if the pigeon measures
16 inches instead of the usual 13 inches? T

Birding in the Netherlands (Holland) is great! There are Spoonbills (white, not roseate), Hooded
crows (as well as the Common ones), European goldfinches (not quite as bright as ours), Greenfinches,
Chaffinches, Chiffchaffs (as noisy as Carolina wrens and as hard to find), Reed warblers, Black
woodpeckers, Lapwings, Great-crested grebes, and hundreds more species not typically present on our
continent. There are an especially large number of sea birds in the country owing to the extensive
wetlands. Raptors include the familiar Peregrine falcon and the quite different White-tailed eagle.
There are several kinds of Kestrels and twag
there are Common buzzards and Jackdaws.

We saw many of these birds on a recent short trip. The Netherlands has many accessible quality
birding sites such as Oostvaardersplassen, the Hoge Veluwe, and anywhere in the Frisian Islands. If
you are in Amsterdam, visit Vondel Park. In June we saw nesting White storks with their fledglings,
flocks of Roseringed parakeets and Egyptian geese As birders for the first time in Europe, we
booked a half-day excursion with Flevobirding for $100/couple (www.birdsnetherlands.nl). The trip
leader gave us an excellent introduction to the local birds at one of the major sites (we saw more than
50 different species with our guide providing lots of general birding information). We also had some
help from a Dutch birder through www.birdingpal.org. The Netherlands is so good for birds that British

b ein
of

hat

birders (“twitchers”) often go there to find r

We also traveled on to Denmark where we saw a Red kite, a Reed bunting and many birds that
we had already seen in the Netherlands.

(o)}
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Life and Death on Canadian Seas:
Cruising, September 2009

By Al Guarente

One day Sharon showed me an email about a great deal for a 14-day cruise to Canada. Two weeks
later, we set sail from Philadelphia with Norwegian Cruise Lines.

Day I'T At Sea

After cruising all night, our first morning found us out on the Atlantic 65 miles east of Nantucket. We
quickly headed out to the jogging deck. No! Not to jog, but to scan for seabirds, of course. We
managed to findafewCor y 6 s S hadaMiva s ® n $-Petre, both hem birds for me in
Massachusetts waters.

Strolling around the deck after breakfast,
was a migrating male Common Yellowthroat. Later I was watching a different small bird that would
fly around the deck, make a quick sortie out over the ocean, and then return to the deck. As I was
watching this Yellow-breasted Chat Shar on call ed out, “There’
over to see a Peregrine Falconmaking swoops at the Chat every time it would try to leave the ship.

The Chat came so close to losing its life, but finally decided to stay on board and hide in the steel
structure surrounding the smokestack.

The Peregrine had made herself a
per manent st owaw
radar tower. She finally captured
another small bird and took it back to
the tower and started plucking its
feathers. She had the head decapitated
and most of the bird eaten before I
could identify it. Later in the day she
caught another small migrant. And
finally in the evening the peregrine
made a couple of
Storm-Petrel. Every time the falcon
got near the petrel, the petrel would
dive into the water and the falcon
wouldn’”t chase h
the ocean. The petrel finally managed
to escape.

At lunchtime Sharon found yet

Shar

another bird scurrying among the Peregrine Falcon Photo by Al Guarerjte

artificial plantings in the enclosed dining
area. It was a female Cerulean Warbler. People were throwing pieces of food to the warbler and I was
surprised that it was actually eating the food.

(Continued on pag@é)




(Canada: Continued from pag®

After an afternoon fog cleared, birds were suddenly flying all around the ship. We found about 150

Greater Shearwaters anot her 50 CorMahxsShedrivagessd waartaley plgltoa fd 4

find one each of Parasitic and Pomarine Jaeger Other items of interest were two Ocean Sunfish,
Bottlenose Dolphins and hundreds of Atlantic White-sided Dolphins along with another unidentified
dolphin or porpoise.

Day Il i St John, New Brunswick

We arose early and saw shearwaters everywhere as soon as we looked out at the water. Greater
Shearwaters were most numerous with Cory’s
Sooty Shearwater Sometime during the night our resident Peregrine had abandoned ship and was not
seen today. Making a surprise visit onboard today was a single Swamp Sparrow We found a dead

Li ncol n 0 swhi&ptassed ogertsoard.

We made port at St John, New Brunswick as flocks of Common Eidersswam around the harbor along

I'da)

with a Great Cormorant. We drove a couple hours north @l on

close enough to explore the ocean caves. Back in St John we visited the Irving Nature Preserve and
what seemed a tame Red Fox came right up to the car. Around the next corner was a Porcupine
waddling down the road. Today we added White-throated and Swamp Sparrow, Bald Eagle

C o o p and $harp-shinned Hawks Merlin , Greater and Lesser YellowlegsCaspian Ternsand
Bonaparteds Gull s

Day Ill T At Sea

I birded the deck by myself late this morning. The first bird of the day flew by almost immediately and
took me by surprise. It was a very dark bird, so I assumed it was another immature Herring Gull. But
upon closer inspection I saw that it had white patches in the primaries. It also had a very short tail. It
turned out to be my lifer: South Polar Skua Fantastic!

It was going to be a good day. My second bird was a Northern Fulmar, the first of the trip, although I
saw 17 of them this day. I spotted another white bird flying and thought fulmar again, but I noticed it
had black wing tips. This bird proved to be a Black-legged Kittiwake. Another first for the trip.

As the day progressed we found more passerines on board. First was a Yellow-rumped Warbler

sitting on the lifeboat. Then, a Horned Lark, next a Flicker, and finally a Robin. In the late afternoon
Sharon pointed out a Merlin circling the ship. Also late in the afternoon I noticed another incoming

bird that looked like a fulmar, but when it passed the whole leading edge of the primaries were black.
This guyturmedintoaSabi nedst IGau Il fli r st adult Sabine’s t
fun day at sea, with the temperatures in the low 60s and the swells being only about 8-10 foot, so the
viewing conditions were perfect.

Day IV i Sydney, Nova Scotia

We woke up today to hundreds of Northern Gannets flying around the ship. As the ship was in the

inlet, we managed to finally find some Black Guillemots. After docking, we drove to Cape Breton
Highlands National Park. The park is on the northeast tip of Nova Scotia and is just a gorgeous place to
visit. The road follows the mountainous ter
moose or two but i1t didn’t happen. Rawens®©n o f

(Continued on pag8)

hat
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board the ship this morning were Yellow-rumped Warblers and Song Sparrows
Day Vi Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island

Our first day of rain, so we just toured the capital city by double-decker bus. We checked our email for
the first time and read the happy news that our son had made it home to Germany from Iraq.

Day VIi At Sea

It was a Gannet festival today as we saw more than 2,000 birds throughout the sunshiny, calm day.
Around ten in the morning, I saw a small bird coming in alongside the ship. I raised my binoculars and
there was a Snow Bunting cruising along beside us. I expected him to land on deck, but he just passed
the ship and kept heading south. I also found my first dark-phase Northern Fulmar, plus one each of
Parasitic and Pomarine Jaeger.

In case you think I do only birding, I also do other things related to nature. We made a snake out of
beads, watched the towel-folding demonstration where they made elephants and monkeys, and also
made origami bird figures. Now that’'s exci tjemer

Day IX i Portland, ME

We had arranged to have a friend accompany us birding in Portland. She took us to the Scarborough
Marsh in hopes of spotting one of the sharp-tailed sparrows. Once we finally found the place, which
took a while, thanks to Google earth maps sending us into the ocean, we were able to get about six or
scvenNe |l s on 6 s .Ak@pacsent wew Berlin, Dunlin, White-rumped Sandpiper, and a
Sharpie chasing a Kingfisher.

Day X1 At Sea

This was our last day of sailing. The waters off Montauk Point contained about 50 Manx Shearwaters
and some kind of whale, but I was only able to see the flukes as they went under. Two more Ocean
Sunfish floated by within 200 feet of the vessel. We also saw a shark that was missing the back half of
its body. Needless to say, the shark was dead.

So end our cruise sightings. See you again soon for our next[rip.

Heads Up on Late Spring 2010 Programs
March 10 - To Be Announced
April 14 - Steve Rannels: "The Nature of New Zealand"

Stevebs program features the natur al hi storjy of
Island. Using sound, still and video recordings made over 30 years of visits, Steve invites you to
appreciate the beauty of this country, its landscape, botany, birds and unique history.

May 12: Kevin Loughlin
June 9 Annual BCDC Picnic




