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The Birding Club of Delaware County is 
a birding club located in Delaware 

County, Pennsylvania, with the purpose 

of expanding individual interest in and 

study of wild birds.  

 

The Birding Club of Delaware County is 

open to birders and bird watchers of all 

skill levels. 

Membership is from September through 

August. 

 

Meetings are held the 2nd Wednesday of 

each month from September through June 
at the Marple Township Library Meeting 

Room. Meetings begin at 7:30PM. 

Visitors are always welcome. 

 

For additional information regarding 

membership, please contact John 

DôAmico at 610-566-1461  

or email membership@bcdelco.org. 

 

Websites 

BCDC: www.bcdelco.org 

RTPHW: www.rtphawkwatch.org 

 

All materials, illustrations and photos are 
copyrighted 2011, by the Birding Club of 

Delaware County, all rights reserved.  
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January 11 -  Lauren and Sheryl Johnson 

Ornithology for Olympiads 

Birders are great at identifying species, but there is so much more to birds than meets the eye.  Test your 

knowledge of all things avian (biology, anatomy, ecology, behavior etc.) in an interactive quiz format.  As a 

member of the Harriton High School team, Lauren won the gold medal in Ornithology at the PA State Science 
Olympiad Competition in May 2011.  Sheryl and Lauren have prepared this exam to be informative and fun.   

Donôt worry; no grades will be assigned.  

February 8 - Stephen Rannels 

Pennsylvania Spring 

Steve Rannelsôs "Pennsylvania Spring" is a journey through parts of Penn's Woods that starts with the first 

signs of spring, the Northward movement of waterfowl, through sequential changes in plant, animal and  
insect life. It is a calendar of a naturalist's love for spring. Steve writes, ñThe program will include samples 

from my personal library of accumulated photographs, videos and sound recordings.  Be prepared to get the 

ófeverô!ò   

Steve attended Penn State University as a zoology major and then obtained a PhD in physiology at the 

Pennsylvania State University College of Medicine in Hershey. He gives talks on a variety of subjects in the 

natural sciences to bird clubs, Audubon and conservancy groups and educational centers. 

 

March 14 - Jack Hubley 

Man and Raptor 

Some 4,000 years ago man began partnering with birds of prey to put meat on the table. The ancient craft of 

falconry survives to this day, with some 4,200 licensed falconers in the United States. Falconry is the most 
heavily regulated field sport in the country. The aspiring falconer must pass a written test, build facilities to 

federal specifications and serve a 2-year apprenticeship under a licensed master or general-class falconer. 

Because of the commitment involved, falconry is more a lifestyle than a hobby. You'll gain some insight into 
why falconers go to such lengths to practice this ancient hunting craft when Jack Hubley joins us for our 

March meeting. 

April 12 - Kevin Loughlin  

Program to be determined 

May 9 - Dan Kunkle 

Superfund to Super Habitat 

The Kittatinny Ridge in the vicinity of Lehigh Gap near Allentown, PA, well known for its importance to 

migrant hawks and other wildlife, was devastated by air pollution from zinc smelters in the first half of the 
20th century. Vegetative cover on about 3,000 acres was lost, approximately 2.5 feet of topsoil eroded from 

the slopes of the ridge, and a barren landscape of rock and metal contaminated mineral soil was left behind. 

The area was declared a Superfund Site in 1983.  
Dan Kunkle, the Executive Director of the Lehigh Gap Nature Center, will describe how this moonscape was 

converted back into a living, thriving ecosystem. 

Programs  
January - May  
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UPCOMING BCDC FIELD TRIPS 
 

 

Sunday, Jan. 1     Delaware County birding with Al Guarente (Wheatear time?) 

        Meet at Aston, PA McDonalds PA 452 and I 95 at 6 A.M. 

        Al Guarente 610-721-3719  

 

Saturday, Jan. 7     Bombay Hook NWR for waterfowl 

        Meet at refuge HQ at 8:30 

        Leaders: Kris DeBolt  Cell: 215-219-5637   &  Peter Wade Home: 610-622-5841  

 

Saturday, February 11   Shark River Inlet/North Shore NJ for waterfowl and (maybe) alcids 

        Meet at Belmar Marina at 9 AM 

        Leader: Martin Page   610-359-9887 

 

Thursday, February 16   Lancaster and Chester Counties - THIS TRIP IS WEATHER PERMITTING!  

 PLEASE NOTE!   Field birds and Rough-legged Hawks 

    THIS IS A      Meet 9 AM at Exton Mall Boscovôs parking area G1 (Rt. 30 side). Bring a LUNCH! 

 REVISED DATE!    Holly Merker will decide if the trip is a go: 610-733-4392 

 

Fri. thru Mon., Feb 17-20  Great Backyard Bird Count - Count all day in your own yard 

        Sponsored by the Cornell Citizen Science Project 

 

Wednesday, February 29   Cancelled - no field trip  

IMPORTANT NOTES  
Please contact the field trip leader in advance so you can be notified of any changes.  

Plan to arrive 15 minutes prior to departure time.  

Please check our website at www.bcdelco.org for updates.  

 Field Trip Coordinators: Amy or Chris Langman, 610 - 566 - 4091  
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     FIELD TRIPS - CONTINUED 
Saturday, March 10   Middle Creek WMA for waterfowl, raptors and more  

       Visitorsô Center parking lot at 7 AM 

       Leader: John DôAmico 610-566-1461 

 

Sunday, March 11   Marsh Creek Woodcock Walk with the West Chester Bird Club 

       Meet at Lionville Park and Ride (off Rt. 113) at 6:30 PM 

       Leader: Holly Merker 610-733-4392 

 

Saturday, April 28   Spring Migrants at Ridley Creek State Park 

       Meet at park HQ at 7:30 AM 

       Leader: John DôAmico 610-566-1461 

 

Sunday, April 29   Spring Migrants at Haverford College 

       Meet at south visitor parking lot at 7:30 AM 

       Leader: Sheryl Johnson 610-649-4621 

 

      

     Mark your calendar!  

The 2012 outing to Las Vegas will run from  

 Thursday, May 10, to Monday, May 14.  

 Plan to arrive on Wednesday, May 9.   

Email Carl Perretta at cjperretta@comcast.net  or call him at  

610-872-6862 for information.  

As a fund -raising activity for the club,  

Carl is requesting each participant  

make a small donation to BCDC.  

We had 123 species and two  

Nevada records in 2010!  

mailto:cjperretta@comcast.net
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Member Profile - Alice Sevareid 

 

 Ten years ago, a few months before I retired, I 

suddenly decided I would start to bird.  I bought 

some bird song tapes while still working, 

listened, and was thrilled when I identified my 

first Downy Woodpecker while brushing my 

teeth (editorôs note - start a tooth-brushing list, 

Alice!).  I may not have seen one outside by that 

time but I knew what it was!  I have been 

birding ever since. I wasnôt always sure that this 

was the activity for me.  That first autumn, I had 

somehow discovered Tom Reeves and his Tyler 

Arboretum birders, and someone located a 

Black Throated Blue Warbler.  In my binocs the 

bird was neither black throated nor blue, but that 

was because I was looking at a female.  

Fortunately the next few warblers looked like 

their names.  Tom was a great teacher and the 

Tyler birders were and are fun to be with. 

 

Somehow I met Doris McGovern and she 

introduced me to bird banding.  What is better 

than seeing the bird in your hand and being 

engaged in work that has scientific value?  So, I 

have spent a lot of time helping Doris now at a 

permanent banding station at Rushton Farm in Willistown.  This fall I was at Tinicum with birders who 

were hoping to see a Connecticut Warbler and I had already held two in my hand that week. 

 

Bob Bodine introduced me to bluebird trails and I have monitored at Ridley Creek State Park for 8 

years.  I began to help Bob with his work as bluebird coordinator for Delaware County.  Since he 

retired, I have been doing that job. 

 

I have been able to bird in some other countries.  My favorite overseas birds are the Resplendent 

Quetzal and Paradise Tanager. My favorite birds in this country are the Common Loon and Harlequin 

Duck.  Who could ever have designed such a duck?  I love to listen to Hermit Thrushes and White-

throated Sparrows. 

 

It is a joy to be in the field at dawn looking at, listening to, and catching birds with good friends. 

 

 

                       Alice with friends 



5  

 

Nineteen members of BCDC helped to monitor bluebird boxes in Delaware County this 

summer in spite of record heat and rain.  The months of June, July and August were the 

rainiest in the areaôs history.  In addition, this July was the hottest on record. The 

number of bluebirds that fledged this year was lower than 2010, but about the same as  

2009.  This year 349 bluebirds fledged.  Two of our BCDC monitors couldnôt tally 

fledglings this year, so, if their data had been included, we probably would have had 

about twenty more birds or so.  Making this small assumption, our count would have 

been only seventeen bluebirds fewer than last year.  Maybe 2010ôs record heat, the 

hottest June, July and August taken together, was easier on the birds than 2011ôs record 

rain. It is almost impossible for us to tell what factors affect our changing counts, but 

that doesnôt stop us from trying!  The Tree Swallow count was also down: 270 babies, 

which is a dozen less than last year.  More Carolina Chickadees fledged than in previous 

years.  A nest box at Sue and Vance Downingôs fledged eleven babies - way above the 

normal total of six to eight.  It is probable that multiple mothers laid all those eggs, not 

just a single female. 

 

We started the year with nineteen beautiful nest boxes built by Chet Johnson, and five 

donated to us by the French International School in Philadelphia.  The students there 

build nest boxes as a service project on Martin Luther King Day, and we have received 

boxes from them previously.  The students visited one box they had built on a class trip 

to Ridley Creek State Park and saw an active bluebird nest in their box. 

 

We are constantly putting up and taking down boxes as the habitat changes.  Barbara 

Arendt almost gave up her trail at Garrett Williamson last year, but with some 

adjustments it is up and running again, this year, fledging eighteen bluebirds. 

 

Looking back at old totals in the previous BCDC newsletters, bluebird fledglings 

formerly totaled in the 400ôs, however, data for some Chester County trails had been 

included at that time.  So, looking only at trails we still monitor and report on, our 

numbers have stayed pretty stable.  Our birds and volunteer monitors are equally hardy!  

Almost no bluebirds would be here at all without these nest boxes and monitors. 

 

Thanks to all our volunteers.  If monitoring bluebird nests is something youôd like to try, 

please contact me at alicesevareid@hotmail.com . 

Alice Sevareidðs Bluebird Report for 2011 

mailto:alicesevareid@hotmail.com
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The Rarities of November, 2011  

By Al Guarente  

In the previous newsletter, I observed that an assortment of uncommon birds show up in 

our area during the month of November. Well, 2011 was no exception. The sightings 

started early in the month when a Northern Goshawk showed itself to Holly and me at the 

Rose Tree Park hawk watch. Dave Eberly found another the very next day. Although Gos-

hawks are expected at this time of year, it is always a tough find. 

Gary Becker and I spent two days in Cape May in hope of coming across a few rare birds, 

and we werenôt disappointed. On day one, we lucked out and found a Western Kingbird 

hawking for insects in the treetops along Sunset Blvd. This west-

ern stray tends to show up in the east quite often. There was also 

another one found in Chester County at Exton Park. The following 

day, Gary and I found a Black-legged Kittiwake near Lewes, Dela-

ware as we made a crossing on the Cape May-Lewes ferry 

(internet-based photo at right).  

A few days later, my wife Sharon and I were in Cape May again, 

this time hunting for a White-winged Dove. We were able to get a 

quick glimpse of the dove as it flew off from the yard it was visit-

ing. Once again the odd bird shows up in November. 

Rufous Hummingbirds (photo, left - 

Holly Merker) have been appearing in Pennsylvania during this 

time of year for the past decade, but the fall of 2011 seems to be 

an exceptionally good year. There was even a Rufous Hum-

mingbird in Jacobsburg State Park that was captured and was 

about to be banded, when it was discovered to already be wear-

ing a band! Records showed that it was originally banded in 

Louisiana last winter. This means that the bird spent last winter 

in Louisiana - east of this speciesô normal range - went to the 

Northwest to breed, and now 

has migrated eastward again, 

visiting Pennsylvania before continuing its journey 

south. Experts are guessing that this bird will leave the 

Keystone State and probably head to Louisiana again to 

overwinter there.  

This seems to be a big year for Snowy Owls to head 

south but none have been found in Pennsylvania just yet. 

However, Holly managed to photograph one at Merrill 

Reservoir just across the river in upstate New Jersey 

(photo at right). 


