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The Birding Club of Delaware
County is a birding club Located in Share your special
Delaware County, Pennsylvania, L .
with the purpose of expanding indi- blrdlng stories and
vidual interest in and study of wild .
birds. photos with fellow
The Birding Club of Delaware BCDC members!
County is open to birders and bird
watchers of all skill levels.
Membership is from September
through August.
Meetings are held thé“"ZWednesdayl
of each month from September 7
through June at the Marple Townsh AUCtlon ReSUItS
Library Meeting Room. Meetings
begin at 7:30PM. o . . .
Guests are always welcome. Thanks to all who participated in the BCDC Auction in
For additional information regarding] February. Our club netted $571 to assist with the cost of
membership, please contact John
Do Ami c 0-56&14616 1 0 speakersdo fees and ot her expgkns

or email membership@bcdelco.org.

Websites
BCDC: www.bcdelco.org
RTPHW: www.rtphawkwatch.org

All materials, illustrations and photo
are copyrighted 2009, by the Birding
Club of Delaware County, all rights
reserved.

Special kudos to Nick and Sharon Pulcinella who collected,
stored, and displayed the items, and also conducted the
raffles and bidding. This was the third BCDC auction

which Nick and Sharon have organized - Thanks again!
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BCDC FIELD TRIPS

IMPORTANT NOTES
Please contact the field trip leader  in advance so you can be notified of any changes.

Plan to arrive 15 minutes prior to departure time.

March 14, Saturday - Middle Creek WMA - Swans, Snow Geese, Waterfowl, Raptors & Others
8:00 AM . Meet at the HQ at Middle Creek (Lancaster/Lebanon Counties)
Leader: John D& Ami 619-566-1461

March 27, Friday - Waterloo Woodcock Hunt - Displaying Woodcocks
6:30 PM. Meet at the Waterloo Mills parking lot on Waterloo Road. Bring a folding chair.
Raindate is March 28.
Leader: Sheryl Johnson 610-649-4621

April 25, Saturday & John Heinz NWR at Tinicum - Spring Migrants
8:00 AM. Meet at the refuge HQ.
Leader: Hank Hox 610-521-5442

April 26, Sunday 0 Ridley Creek State Park - Spring Migrants & more
7:30 AM. Meet at the park HQ.
Leader: John D6 AmMi 610-566-1461

April 26, Sunday - Haverford College - Spring Migrants
7:30 AM. Meet at the Haverford College south vi
Leader: Sheryl Johnson 610-649-4621

May 2, Saturday - Belleplain, NJ - MNesting Warblers: Prothonatory, Worm - eating and Yellow -
throated Warbler, Summer Tanager
7:30 AM. Meet at the Wawa at the Route 47/347 split
Leader: Jim Waldie 609-884-6681

May 3, Sunday - Haverford College, Haverford, PA - Spring Migrants
7:30 AM. Meet at the Haverford College at the south visitors parking lot
Leader: Sheryl Johnson  610-649-4621

May 3, Sunday - Bluebird Nest Box Hike - Learn about the Bluebird Nesting Trail

2:00 PM. Meet at the Wawa at Stony Bank Road and Route 1
Leader: Janis Zane 610-361-8477

(Continued on page 3)




(Field Trip Schedule.: Continued from page 2)

May 7 - 11, Thursday - Monday - Las Vegas Birding Trip
Contact Carl Peretta for info & details - cjperretta@comcast.net  or 610-872-6862

May 9, Saturday - White Clay Creek, PA - Spring Migrants in Chester County
7:30 AM. Meet at Painters Crossing at Routes 1 and 202
Leaders: Chris & Jamie Pugliese 610-431-9533 (Chris)

May 10, Sunday - Bombay Hook, DE - Spring Migrant Shorebirds
8:00 AM. Meet at Bombay Hook HQ
Leader: Gary Becker 610-359-0560

May 13, Wednesday - The Laurels - Spring Migrants
7:30 AM. Meet at he entrance to the Laurels, 100 yards off PA Route 82 on Apple Grove Road,
four miles west of Unionville, PA. Parking for ten cars is located just beyond the main gate.

Leader: Kevin Fryberger 610-721-3719
May 16, Saturday - Crum Woods - Swarthmore College Migrants

7:30 AM. Meet at the field house at Swarthmore College
Leader: Dave Eberly 610-543-3499

Please check our website at www.bcdelco.org for updates.
Field Trip Coordinator: Al Guarente, 610 -566-8266

Programs

March 11

Jim McVoy

Volunteering at Tri - State Bird Rescue - One Retiree’s Dream Job

Hear how Tri -State Bird Rescue rehabilitates injured birds and releases them back to
the wild.

April 8

Jane Ruffin

Chiapas, Mexico: Traveling in Search of Butterflies

Learn about spectacular butterflies in the hot and steamy Mexican rainforest.
Broaden your horizons and make the leap into leps.
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ltas alctodse.a lHed ®&nda Sand

By Dale Kendall

On Tuesday, February 8bout 10:30 am, my husband and | were on the way to Kennett Square
to run errands. As we were driving west along Route 926, almost to Walnut Road, | sa | this
huge bird out the corner of my eye. I sipi d
Great Bl ue Heron, it was too big. o

Even without binoculars, | was able to identify the immature Sandhill Crane (a bird [from

Florida) feeding with the Canada Geese, sticking out like a sore thumb.

We drove on, did our errand
and then | went home to get ||
binoculars and camera. When
returned to the spot, the cra
was not there, so | drove int
the Traditions Community jus |
near where it had been ang
found it in the little open wate |
above the large pond on thg
right. This time, it was with

some Mallards and two Mute
Swans. | called Al Guarenté
right away to report this rare
bird and it was put on the ‘l
Rare Bird List.

Photo by Sheryl Johnson

Later that day at about 4:00, we saw the Sandhill Crane at the Kennett Square Count Club
near the tennis courts, again with Canada Geese. It was also spotted at the effluent pond at the
Abondi Farm at Longwood Garden

Longwood Gardens let Security know th

there would be people coming to look

this bird. | saw it for several days.

One bird can sure change vyour lif¢
Between phone calls, (I called everyone
knew that | thought might be interested |
seeing this bird),sending photos, anc
tracking the bird, | must have spent a d{ -
and a half. What a findl was so excited.

Photo by Dale Kendall




Keep Your Eyes on Your Feeders!

By Sheryl Johnson

Around 7:30 AM on February 28, my daughter Kristen and | were trying to counSRiias at
our feeders (five was the total) when a large pink bird with white wing bars landed at the edge aj
fish pond. -WipgkHbedrofWhitk! o excitedly en
The birdwas joined by a female, and then another, and another. All told wexhedeight females,
but only the single male. They were sipping the water from the edge of the pond, but when they
to fly away they wouldyet caught under the domed wire netting put there to protefisth&he birds
would then hang upside down or cling to the sidesflaitigér around underneath, while | held my
breath and hoped they dmdt fall into the water before finding the opening on the sideflgimd)
away.

At one point a female did look stuck, so | sent my husbandd<ato the rescue. As he
approached, the last two trapped bidsaped through the opening. | suppose | shouldn't be such
aparanoid Mom . . . but it comes naturally. (The only creature wehexktto cut out of the netting
was a chipmunk. The only actual resp@eformed was to extract a goldfish from the grip of a garte
shakethat had it by a fin. The snake was relocated down the streetdarten; the fish survived.)

Karl removed the netting for now . . . and told me to keep an eye out for the kingfisher that
would likely come in next for breakfast. I'll be watchiMye must miss akinds of stuff during the
week . . . but for two minutes thigorning, it was glorious!

Edi t o r Fosthemeoardeeepers,
this happened in Montgomery County
And, as our past president Nick
Pulcinella notedtt's downright scary
to think of how many of these birds w
are missing when we are not home.

i Whitewinged Crossbill
Sl | Photo by Jim Lockyer
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Monitoring the Malvern -Willistown Bluebird Trall
By Laura Tracy

In September 2008, with a handful of cedar because of bees and wasps. Cedar chips so
chips, we prepared the last of 44 bluebird boxes this problem. Viable bluebird nestseggs and
for the winter. Thus ended the "8@eason of all i were commandeered by tree swallows
monitoring a trail originally started by the they built their own nests on top and procee
Valley Forge Audubon Society in 1978 to to raise their own families. Aggressive a
address the alarming decline of bluebirds. This prolific house sparrows are now a serio
bluebird trail covers four large estates and one problem on the farm. We will need to try ne
sheep farm in the MalveiWillistown area. strategies next year. There are alw

For the past ten years (199808) members challenges.

of BCDC have supported the trail to ensure its We marveled at the varied construction
continuation. During that time over 800 nestsi the feathers used by the tree swallow,
bluebirds have fledged. The yearly totals have mosses that line the bottoms of the chicka
varied from 55 to 112. nest, the symmetry of the bluebird nest, and

unexpected; our knowledge of the lives of
bluebirds has expanded; and our problems wit
monitoring have sometimes bewildered us. What a privilege to witness scrawny ne
Through it all, our witnessing successful hatchlings develop and be ready to fly in t
fledging is special in itself. space of 18 to 20 days. The parents remind
q that this istheir box, flying just above our head

glimpsed foxes scurrying out of sight. Field as we look Inside. Somet[mes the female
mice jumping from boxes have startled us, as did stay put so that we must lift her off _the hest
a flying squirrel that'SPedheeqos Q”fler lvéfde foa‘}”%é“@e%f"é‘e
nesting box just as we opened it. Raccoons ]?ggs In one DOX. All fledge - Probably” t
raided five boxes on a fence one night, emales had I_ald those eggs. White bluebird e
destroying eggs as well as young and adult birds, WEr€ @ SUrprise, as was one egg that meas
On the sheep farm, the manager had the uncann)fJnly one half inch in length.

ability to detect our occasional hesitation at Trail monitoring is a walk with a purpos
entering one of the fields and would accompany You need warm clothes in cold weather a
us. Where else but a farm could a monitor be sometimes rain gear is a must. Wearing bo
gently butted by a young goat or be escorted helps you maneuver through the occasio
across a field by eight friendly, curious female muddy spots and fields of tall grasses. M
goats? days, especially early in the morning, are |
right for a walk. This season (April August
2009) Sue Lucas will coordinate the trail. S
would be delighted to talk to you about the tr

i, from grasses to gum wrappers.

We have spied fawns with their mothers an

Every year we strive to place boxes with the
most advantageous conditions. Bluebirds and
tree swallows often rear their young more - -
successfully if boxes are located near one and opportunities to participate. Just call 6
another, but wrens can be a problem. If the 647-4779.
| atterds nesting ar ea i sBluebieda are roriongerhthreatbnad in No
to a bluebird area, they will readily destroy the America. Neighbors have reported mo

h ad.
e

rival nests, even at times Killing an adult bluebirds and have taken an interest in providing

bluebird. One year, 15 boxes were abandoned (Continued on page 7)




(Bluebirds: Continued from page 6)

Edi t or:0lauranTmtyeis a member o
BCDC, as are Willistown trail monitors Mario
Murphy, Betty and Ted Swan, Jo
Lawrence,and Sarah Neto. Although this trail i
in Chester County, Bob Bodine included it wi
the Delaware County Bluebird Trail group.

their own boxes. If you have seen small flocks
of bluebirds this winter in Okehocking Preserve,
nearby golf courses, or at Paoli Woods, these
could well be the results of the trail that started
in 1978.

...more photos
by BCDC
members

White -winged Crosshill
by Jim Lockyer

Sandhill Crane
by Dale Kendall

We wel come membersdé contri butions to our newsl etter, so |
or photographs that would be of interest to our BCDC birding community, please submit them to the editor:

Chris Blidan, e -mail: newsletter@bcdelco.org (phone: 610 -566-0937).
The deadline for the May newsletter is Wednesday, April 22, 2009.




