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The Birding Club of Delaware County 
is a birding club Located in Delaware 
County, Pennsylvania, with the pur-

pose of expanding individual interest 

in and study of wild birds.  
 

The Birding Club of Delaware County 
is open to birders and bird watchers of 

all skill levels. 
 

Membership is from September 

through August. 
 

Meetings are held the 2nd Wednesday 
of each month from September 
through June at the Marple Township 
Library Meeting Room. Meetings 

begin at 7:30PM. 

Guests are always welcome. 
 

For additional information regarding 
membership, please contact John 

DôAmico at 610-566-1461  

or email membership@bcdelco.org. 
 

Websites 

BCDC: www.bcdelco.org 

RTPHW: www.rtphawkwatch.org 
 

All materials, illustrations and photos 
are copyrighted 2010, by the Birding 

Club of Delaware County, all rights 

reserved.  
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Inside This Issue 

March Program and Fellowship Award  

March 10  
Roger Mustalish: Beyond Conservation -  Protecting 

Amazonian Biodiversity  
 

Roger will describe the incredible diversity of life in the Amazon 

rainforest and identify contemporary threats to it. He will assess current 

conservation efforts to protect this vast ecosystem and appeal for a new 

environmental ethic. He will propose an action plan for Amazonia and 

describe the work of the ACEER Foundation in the Peruvian Amazon. 

  

Dr. Roger Mustalish is President of the Amazon Center for 

Environmental Education and Research (ACEER), an international 

rainforest conservation non-profit with US headquarters in West Chester, 

PA and field offices throughout the Peruvian Amazon. He has led over 

70 expeditions and workshops in Peru on topics ranging from 

rainforest ecology to botanical medicine. Mustalish earned an A.B. in 

biology from the University of Pennsylvania, a M.S. in zoology from 

Michigan State University, and a MPH and Ph.D. in environmental 

health from the University of Minnesota. Dr. Mustalish is Chairperson of 

the Department of Health at West Chester University. 

Presentation of BCDC Fellowship  
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BCDC FIELD TRIPS 

 

March 13, Saturday - Swans, Snow Geese, Waterfowl, Raptors and others 

8:00 AM. Meet at the HQ at Middle Creek WMA (Lancaster/Lebanon Counties) 

Leader: John D'Amico 610-566-1461 

  

 March 14, Sunday - Waterloo Woodcock Hunt - Displaying Woodcocks 

5:45 PM. Meet at the Waterloo Mills parking lot on Waterloo Road. 

Bring a folding chair. Rain date March 21 

Leader: Sheryl Johnson 610-649-4621 

 

March 27, Saturday - Eastern Neck NWR Owl Prowl 

7:00 PM. Meet at Eastern Neck NWR Lodge. 

Trip is in association with Kent County (Delaware) Bird Club 

Leader: Don DePietro 610- 566-5320 (Cell phone: 484-326-4715) 

 

April 17, Saturday ï Spring Migrants 

8:00 AM. Meet at the HQ at Bombay Hook NWR 

Leader: Tom Reeves 610-361-8027 

 

April 25, Sunday ï Warblers at RCSP 

7:30 AM. Meet at the HQ at Ridley Creek State Park.  

Leader: John DôAmico 610-566-1461 

 

April 25, Sunday ï Spring Migrants at Haverford  

7:30 AM. Meet at the Haverford College south visitorsô parking lot 

Leader: Sheryl Johnson 610-649-4621 

 

May through July ï Bluebird Nest Box Hike 

Learn about nesting bluebirds and their habits at Edgewood Memorial Park on Route 1. 

Leader: Janis Zane 610-361-8477 

 

May 1, Saturday ï Nesting Warblers at Belleplain, NJ 

7:30 AM. Meet at the Wawa at the Route 47/347 split. 

Look for Prothonotary, Worm-eating, and Yellow-throated Warblers; Summer Tanager. 

Leader: Jim Waldie 609-884-6681 

(Continued on page 3) 

IMPORTANT NOTES  

Please contact the field trip leader in advance so you can be notified of any changes.  

Plan to arrive 15 minutes prior to departure time.  
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May 2, Sunday ï Spring Migrants II at Haverford  

7:30 AM. Meet at the Haverford College south visitorsô parking lot 

Leader: Sheryl Johnson 610-649-4621 

 

May 8, Saturday ï Spring Migrants in Chester County 

6:45 AM. Meet at Painters Crossing at Routes 1 & 202 for a trip to White Clay Creek. 

Leaders: Chris (610-431-9533) and Jamie Pugliese 

 

May 12, Wednesday ï Spring Migrants at the Laurels 

7:30 AM 

Leader: Kevin Fryberger 610-721-3719 

 

May 12-17, Wednesday thru Monday ï Birding Las Vegas! 

See more information below. 

Leader: Carl Perretta 610-872-6862 or cjperretta@comcast.net 

 

May 15, Saturday ï Crum Woods Migrants 

7:30 AM. Meet at the field house at Swarthmore College. 

Leader: Dave Eberly 610-543-3499 

 

Birding Las Vegas!  
 

The 2010 birding trip to Las Vegas runs from Thursday, May 13, to 

Monday, May 17. Plan to arrive in Nevada on Wednesday, May 12.  
Carl has booked even better rooms this year at an even lower price!  

First come, first served at $252 per room complete.  

Thatõs $126 per person for the entire stay! 

Read a report of the 2006 trip at www.bcdelco.org . 
 

Email Carl Perretta at cjperretta@comcast.net  

or call him at 610 -872 -6862 for more information.  
 

Starting this year, as a fund -raising activity for the club, Carl is 
requesting each participant donate $20 to BCDC.  

 

Please check our website at www.bcdelco.org for updates.  
 Field Trip Coordinator: Al Guarente, 610 -566 -8266  

mailto:cjperretta@comcast.net
mailto:cjperretta@comcast.net
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2009 Field Trip Wrap Up  
By Al Guarente 

 Last year BCDC had well over thirty field 

trips to various locations in our Tri-state area, 

plus one trip to nearby Maryland. The field trips 

were well attended when the weather cooperated. 

We had a trip every month except July. 

 As usual, the first trip of the year was the 

Delaware Big Day on January 1. Indian River 

Inlet produced an American Bittern , which Gary 

Becker flushed out of the marsh. We also found 

Common and Red-throated Loons, Northern 

Gannets, Bonaparteôs Gulls, and Purple 

Sandpiper. Other locations produced Snow 

Buntings, Brown-headed Nuthatch, Black-

bellied Whistling Duck, Brant  and Long-tailed 

Ducks. 

 Janet Crawford led a trip to Cumberland 

County, NJ and showed participants some Wild 

Turkeys and Wilsonôs Snipe. In February we 

took a Gull trip to Tullytown in Bucks County. 

Although most lakes were frozen, we did find a 

Redhead, a Lesser Black-backed Gull and an 

Iceland Gull. 

 In March, John DôAmico led us through 

Middle Creek WMA (Lebanon/Lancaster 

Counties) for the Tundra Swan spectacle and 

also found an Eastern Meadowlark in full song. 

In April, John led a trip to Ridley Creek State 

Park and found a Pine Siskin, Yellow-throated 

Vireo and a Hooded Warbler. Sheryl Johnson 

then added more warblers in May at Haverford 

College, including Northern Waterthrush , 

Canada and Prairie Warbler , and a Blue-

headed Vireo. 

 Chris and Jamie Pugliese led a trip to White 

Clay Creek in Chester County and found a 

Yellow-breasted Chat, Black-throated Blue, 

Black-throated Green, and Chestnut-sided 

Warbler  along with Willow Flycatcher  and 

Indigo Buntings.  

 At Bombay Hook, Don DePietro and Bob 

Kelly found Glossy Ibis, Black-necked Stilt, 

Stilt Sandpiper, White-crowned Sparrow, 

Eastern Screech Owl, Orchard Oriole  and 

Blue Grosbeak. Later in May, Kevin Fryberger 

added Bobolink and Swainsonôs Thrush on his 

trip to the Laurels Preserve in Chester County. 

 Skipping ahead to September, Nick Pulcinella 

added two good birds at Binky Lee Preserve: 

several Cape May Warblers and a Philadelphia 

Vireo. He added Rusty Blackbird  the next 

month at Rustin High School. 

 David Eberly led a trip to the Darlington 

Tract and found a new species for the year, a 

Cackling Goose. In late October, John DôAmico 

and his group found American Pipit , Pectoral 

Sandpiper, and Seaside Sparrow at Bombay 

Hook. 

 Holly Merkerôs Lakes of Chester County is 

always a popular trip. Holly added a Merlin  and 

a great find, an Orange-crowned Warbler, to 

the list. Lastly, Janis Zane had our lone trip to 

Maryland. She led a trip to Conowingo Dam and 

found Red-shouldered Hawk and Yellow-

bellied Sapsucker. 

 Summing it all up, in 2009 birders on the 

BCDC trips recorded 198 species in a four state 

area, and all trips were within a two hour drive 

from home. So, come join the fun in 2010 and go 

on a trip or two. See you then. 

Brant on January 1, 2009 in Delaware 
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A friend of mine called one January night to tell me she had an owl sitting on the ping-pong 

table in her basement. A surreal image, indeed, so I headed over to see it for myself and to help 

my bewildered friend assist the owl back outside.  

  

When I arrived, there was an Eastern Screech Owl sitting atop a framed print on her basement 

wall. After a few attempts to get the owl to leave on its own through an egress window, we 

ended up having to capture the uninvited guest by throwing a sheet over it. I was then able 

to gently carry it outside through the first floor of the house and release it from the deck. 

The owl was, thankfully, 

unharmed and flew off into the 

woods behind my friendôs house. 

  

Outside of this being a rather odd 

species to find in a finished 

basement, the biggest mystery is 

figuring out how this owl made 

its way in. Perhaps it was in 

pursuit of prey that are using an 

undetected gap to gain entry 

somewhere in the foundation or 

siding? We may never know for 

sure.  

 

It certainly made for an 

interesting evening... 

Was the Owl Named Nevermore?  
 

By Holly Merker 

We welcome membersõ contributions to our newsletter, so if you have reports, announcements, reviews, poetry, essays, 

or photographs that would be of interest to our BCDC birding community, please submit them to the editor:  

Chris Blidan, e -mail: newsletter@bcdelco.org (phone: 610-566 -0937).  

The deadline for the May newsletter is Wednesday, April 21, 2010.  
 

Club questions or suggestions? Contact Sheryl Johnson, President: sbjohnson@haverford.edu . 

Suggestions for or leading of field trips? Contact Al Guarente, Field Trip Coordinator: owlguarente@yahoo.com. 

Bird sightings to report? Contact Dave Eberly, Bird Reports Editor: david.eberly@gmail.com. 

mailto:sbjohnson@haverford.edu
mailto:owlguarente@yahoo.com
mailto:david.eberly@gmail.com
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Spring 2009 in Delaware County  
By Dave Eberly 

 Since this winter may end, someday, and spring may arrive, someday, I thought I would try to 

whet everyoneôs appetite with a summary of my Delaware County spring 2009 report to the PSO. 

The full report of this county and many others along with interesting articles on birding in 

Pennsylvania can be found in the September 2009 issue of Pennsylvania Birds magazine. Check the 

Pennsylvania Society for Ornithology website www.pabirds.org. 

Spring 2009 began with a norôeaster on March 2 that brought a nice 6ò snowfall to the county. 

(Of course that now pales by the standard set this winter.) The weather then settled into a mild, 

pleasant, average spring. We said goodbye, and thank you, to the Le Conteôs Sparrow and the White-

winged Crossbills, to most, but not all, of the Pine Siskins and hello to a few interesting spring 

migrants. 

A single Rossôs Goose was spotted by Al Guarente among 1500 Snow Geese that flew over his 

home in Middletown Twp on March 8. (Nice yard bird Al!) This was the second county record for 

Rossôs Goose; the first was found by Jim Lockyer and Janet Crawford on the CBC just three months 

prior. Apparently the way to enhance your yard list is to look carefully at flocks of overhead geese. 

Two Northern Pintail  were in a flock of Canada Geese over Alôs home on 3/19. On various dates 

in March Springton Reservoir also held 15 Tundra Swans, 8 American Wigeon, 4 Greater Scaup, 

2 Lesser Scaup, and 3 Common Goldeneye, all found by you know who, Al Guarente. 

Unfortunately many of the good views of Springton Reservoir are difficult to access; however, it 

pays to stop by some of the smaller bodies of water as well. Two Pied-billed Grebes were on Crum 

Reservoir 3/15 and one Red-necked Grebe was in the Darby Creek watershed on the ñEssington 

Pondsò accessed from the parking area on the eastbound side of Rte 420 at the DelCo entrance to 

Tinicum refuge. 

Irregular and rare in Delaware County, a Yellow-crowned Night-Heron was found on the DelCo 

side of Darby Creek at Tinicum on 4/12. A couple weeks later, on May 2 , one adult and one 

immature Yellow-crowned Night-Heron were seen to fly deep into the DelCo marshes of Tinicum 

Refuge as reported by Frank Windfelder. This raised the question of nesting of this species and is 

something to look out for this season. Cooperative target birds for the day at Tinicum on May 28 for 

Al Guarente and me were four Glossy Ibis flying around the marshes. 

Ospreys nested again on the Delaware River near Harrahôs Casino. Good news on the DelCo 

Bald Eagle pair! They fledged two eaglets last spring. Activity has been reported around the nest 

this spring as well. Unfortunately there was no spring hawk watch at Rose Tree Park again last 

season. Some hawk watchers did find their way to the park and 94 Broad-winged Hawks were 

tallied on 4/18 by Jim Lockyer. That same day 39 Broad-winged Hawks were seen at Haverford 

College by Sheryl Johnson.  Mid-April is the time to look for spring Broad-wings and RTP is the 

best place for viewing. The status of American Kestrels in our county is a concern, so ten reports 

from around the county was gratifying. This included a pair of hunting American Kestrels spotted 

out the window of a taxiing airplane at PHL on 3/26 by yours truly. 

(Continued on page 7) 

http://www.pabirds.org
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Shorebird reports were sparse. Species reported were Semipalmated Plovers, Lesser 

Yellowlegs, Least Sandpipers, Pectoral Sandpipers, and Dunlin.  All of these were reported from 

Tinicum and the airport area in April and May. Al Guarente counted a surprising 57 Wilsonôs Snipes 

at PHL on 3/29. American Woodcock were displaying in the predawn at Darlington Tract on 3/9. 

Check the gulls carefully, Al Guarente found a Lesser Black-backed Gull sitting on Little 

Tinicum Island on the Delaware River 3/30.  Rare in Delaware County, Al found two Least Terns 

on the Delaware River near the UPHS building on 5/29. This species nested in the county in the 

1950s. Since 1959 there have been only two other reported sightings, in August 1985 and August 

1994. 

Barred Owl reports appear to be increasing. At least one report from each season since Feb 2008 

has been received. Two Barred Owls were heard calling at Ridley Creek State Park on 5/12 by Gary 

Stolz. Another nice find was a Northern Saw-whet Owl at Waterloo Mills on 3/13 by Kevin 

Fryberger and Al Guarente. 

Common Nighthawks move through in mid-May but I only received two reports, 5/15 and 5/16. 

Purple Martins  first returned to the colony in Aston 4/4. Cliff Swallows were first spotted at the 

RCSP stables 5/12. 

The only Gray-cheeked Thrush report came from the expected location, RCSP, by Al Guarente.  

Swainsonôs Thrush reports were scarce with just two, both from the Bridle Path at RCSP, 4/26 and 

5/21. Sheryl Johnson was happy to find 5 Hermit Thrushes together at Haverford College on 4/18. 

Spring 2008 was considered a good year for wood warblers with 30 species reported and many in 

good numbers. Warblering was not so great this past spring with 26 species reported and numbers 

seemed low. Nashville Warblers at Swarthmore College 5/2, and RCSP 5/3, Worm-eating 

Warbler  RCSP 4/26, and a singing male Cerulean Warbler at Swarthmore College 5/2 were 

highlights. Probably the best warbler of the season was a Prothronotary Warbler  at Hoy Pond, 

Tinicum on 5/3. Kentucky Warblers  actually seemed to be at above average numbers mostly at 

RCSP as were Hooded Warblers including 6 near a picnic area at RCSP on 5/5. 

So there is stuff out there to see! Itôs been a tough winter. Shake off the cabin fever and go out 

and find some birds. And donôt forget to let your county compiler know what you find! 

(Delco Spring 2009: Continued from page 6) 

Heads Up on Late Spring 2010 Programs  
April 14  - Steve Rannels: "The Nature of New Zealand"  

Steveôs program features the natural history of the islands, focusing on the South Island and Stewart 

Island. Using sound, still and video recordings made over 30 years of visits, Steve invites you to 

appreciate the beauty of this country, its landscape, botany, birds and unique history.  

May 12: Kevin Loughlin 

June 9: Annual BCDC Picnic 
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 The forecast for New Yearôs Day 2010 was miserable, so not many members chose 

to make our annual January 1 trek through Delaware. The six who did venture out were 

rewarded with a generous day of birding and a not so contemptible day of weather. 

 We started at Port Mahon Road and quickly found a Short-eared Owl cruising the 

marshes along with Harriers , Snow Geese and Swamp Sparrows. We were trying for 

Barn Owl, but a shotgun blast within 200 feet of our location justified a quick change 

of plans. Next on the list were Horned Larks  and Savannah Sparrows at Cartanza 

Road; we found an Ipswich race of Savannah Sparrow among the group. 

 Indian River inlet is my favorite winter birding spot in Delaware and I was amazed 

that it wasnôt too windy. In the marshes at the campground we discovered a very late 

Tri -colored Heron. At the jetty area we located Red-throated and Common Loons, 

Ruddy Turnstones, Purple Sandpipers, Sanderlings, and Great Cormorants. I 

think this is the first trip that we missed a Northern Gannet. There were a few 

Bonaparteôs Gulls when we arrived, and as we lingered I noticed that the numbers 

kept increasing. Ultimately, there were about eighty gulls. I had a feeling that there 

would be something different in the gathering, but scrutinizing through the flock about 

twenty times produced nothing. Finally, there it was - the rare bird that I was searching 

for, a Black-headed Gull. We had great looks and it was a lifer for some folks. Four 

Common Eiders were also at the end of the jetty along with Boat-tailed Grackles, 

Long-tailed Ducks and Surf Scoters. 

 At Cape Henlopen we 

found a flock Snow 

Bunting at the point and 

t w o  B ro w n - h e a d e d 

Nuthatches at the nature 

center feeders. Prime Hook 

NWR provided us with an 

additional raft of 12,000 

Snow Geese, a White-

crowned Sparrow, and 

about 20 Field Sparrows. 

 We completed the trip 

with 83 species and a lot of 

nice memories. 

New Yearðs Big Day in Delaware 
 By Al Guarente 

Brown-headed Nuthatch photo by Al Guarente 


