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The Birding Club of Delaware 

County is a birding club Located in 

Delaware County, Pennsylvania, 

with the purpose of expanding indi-

vidual interest in and study of wild 

birds.  
 

The Birding Club of Delaware 

County is open to birders and bird 

watchers of all skill levels. 
 

Membership is from September 

through August. 
 

Meetings are held the 2nd Wednesday 

of each month from September 

through June at the Marple Township 

Library Meeting Room. Meetings 

begin at 7:30PM. 

Guests are always welcome. 
 

For additional information regarding 

membership, please contact John 

DôAmico at 610-566-1461  

or email  membership@bcdelco.org. 
 

Websites 

BCDC: www.bcdelco.org 

RTPHW: www.rtphawkwatch.org 
 

All materials, illustrations and photos 

are copyrighted 2008, by the Birding 

Club of Delaware County, all rights 

reserved.  
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Elections for Officers and Members of the Board of Directors will take 

place at our May 14 meeting. The proposed slate follows:  

 President    Sheryl Johnson  

 Vice President   David Eberly  

 Treasurer    Jim Molyneaux  

 Secretary    Janis Zane  

 Board Member   Al Guarente  

Officersõ terms are two years and Board Members serve a three-year term. 

While the current Board of Directors has selected these candidates, 

nominations from the floor will also be considered.  

Election of Officers  

N E W S L E T T E R  

About 100 members and friends of BCDC gathered at the Springfield 

Country Club last month to celebrate 10 years of the Birding Club of 

Delaware County. We enjoyed a delicious meal, sparkling conversation, 

fond memories, and, not least, seeing each other all dressed up for a 

change. Our featured speaker, Kevin Karlson, presented his photographs 

and insights on the wonders of bird migration.  

The Board of Directors thanks all those who attended as well as those 

who worked so diligently behind the scenes to make the occasion a 

success - that is, Janis Zane and her crew.  

The Board of Directors and banquet organizers are interested in your thoughts on our 

next celebration! For instance, do you think we should hold a banquet again in 2013, or 

wait until our 20th Anniversary? Something besides a banquet? Let us know!  

10th Anniversary Banquet  

Nature photographer (and BCDC member) Kevin Loughlin has 
led numerous birding trips to Central America, the Galapagos 
Islands, Alaska, and elsewhere. Enjoy his latest spectacular 
presentation at our May meeting. 
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BCDC FIELD TRIPS 
IMPORTANT NOTES  

Please contact the field trip leader in advance so you can be notified of any changes.  
Plan to arrive 15 minutes prior to departure time.  

 

May 31, Saturday - Rolling Hill Park, Gladwyne 

7:30 am. Meet at the park on Rose Glen Road in Gladwyne. Call Sheryl for directions. 

Leader: Sheryl Johnson (610-649-4621) 
 

June 28, Saturday ï Birds Along the Struble Trail, Chester County 

7:00 am. Meet at Boscovôs parking lot in Exton for a half-day trip. Bring your lunch! 

Leader: Holly Merker (610-733-4392) 

Please check our website at www.bcdelco.org for updates.  
 

Field Trip Coordinator: Bill Roache (610 -789 -6269)  

April 26, 2008            Species Total:  49  

Despite the overcast and threatening weather, eleven participants enjoyed the birds at Martin Park. Singing 

Ovenbirds and Wood Thrush greeted us in the parking lot. We were hoping for early spring migrants and 

were rewarded with at least five Black-throated Green Warblers, Blue-headed and Yellow-throated Vireos, 

several Yellow-rumped Warblers and Blue-gray Gnatcatchers, two Black and white Warblers, and a 

Green Heron. We also had good looks at a singing Louisiana Waterthrush and two cooperative Hermit 

Thrushes. 

The similarly sounding trill of a flirtatious Pine Warbler easily seduced the group leader who had been 

fantasizing about an encounter with a Worm-eating Warbler. In a blatant attempt to further humiliate the group 

leader, the bird then followed and sang and posed for the group at close range. Woodpeckers were well 

represented with Red-bellied, Downy, Hairy , Northern Flicker  and a drumming Pileated. We found Belted 

Kingfisher , Eastern Phoebe and Wood Ducks along the creek and saw Chimney Swifts overhead. All in all, 

it was a nice outing to this very under-birded park. 

Field Trip to Martin Park, Thornbury Township  

By Nick Pulcinella 

The BCDC Cape Island Coyotes powered by Exelon/PECO 

competed in the World Series of Birding for the 7th consecutive year 
in Cape May on Saturday, May 10. Team members Bill Roache, Tom 
McParland, Dave Eberly, and Jim Lockyer recorded 125 species under less 
than ideal conditions and a lack of migrants. The CIC came in 4th Place in 
the Below The Canal category. Details of the Cape Island Coyotes WSB 
adventure will be provided at future meetings. This event is one of our 
ŎƭǳōΩǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ tƭŜŘƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ōŜƛƴƎ 
accepted, please contact: Bill Roache, 1388 Dermond Road, Drexel Hill PA  19026 
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This male Indigo Bunting  was first seen coming to a 

feeder in Swarthmore in early December. Beth Soch, 

the homeowner, first photographed it on December 8. 

Beth is not (or wasnôt) a birder, although she sensed 

she had something uncommon. The photo did not 

circulate and the birdôs identity was not confirmed 

until early February, so we missed it on the Christmas 

Count. The bird has continued to come to the same 

feeder daily as of this report (4/29). 

 

My research indicates this is the first 

ever reported winter Indigo 

Bunting for Delaware County, the 

10th for the state, and only the second 

in Pennsylvania documented to 

survive into April. 

 

Beth has taken a series of 

photographs which show the 

transformation of this single bird 

from basic winter plumage to 

alternate spring plumage. I find these 

photos both fascinating and 

instructive. I thank Beth for sharing 

this experience with us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All photos by Beth Soch 

Winter Indigo Bunting  
By Dave Eberly 

April 27, 2008  

April 8, 2008  

December 8, 2007  

February 3, 2008  
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The Opportunistic Birder in Australia and New Zealand  

By Len Appel 

When I retired I was able to add two activities into my life: travel and birding. As my wife is not a birder, I need 

to compromise on the number of birding field trips scheduled in any one vacation. I found that doing research 

and using good guides greatly enriches my birding travels. A big pay-off to this strategy of compromise came 

this past winter on our trip to Australia and New Zealand. Since few birds are indigenous to both the US and that 

area, doing any type of birding was like giving a kid free run in a candy store - almost everything was new. 

In planning our birding activities, I needed to 

take into account a number of restrictions. 

First, we had to stay within the externally 

imposed time restraints of traveling on both a 

land tour and a cruise. We also had to allow 

some recovery time from the jet lag which 

results from a 20-hour trip across the world. 

But, despite these constraints, the result was a 

lot of fun being introduced to lots of new bird 

species. 

We happened on new life list species at 

various locations: Black-necked Storks 

feeding in a low tide in Cairns; Australian 

White Ibis in an urban park in downtown 

Sydney; and, in New Zealand, Black Swans 

filling Lake Rotorua and Australasian 

Gannet colonies at Cape Kidnappers. 

However, Iôll focus on the special places where experienced guides helped us to observe a rich quantity of new 

and varied species. We enjoyed terrific birding in the Blue Mountains outside of Sydney; a wildlife sanctuary 

outside of Melbourne; the Otago Peninsula outside of Dunedine NZ; and a bird sanctuary on Kapiti Island NZ. 

The day after our arrival we went birding in the Blue Mountains. We quickly learned the difference between the 

Australian Magpie and the Magpie Lark . 

Cockatoos were plentiful and we observed 

Sulphur Crested, Black Yellow Tail and 

Glossy Black Cockatoos. The Glossy Black is 

considered an endangered species, so our luck in 

seeing a small flock of four was a treat. When 

our guide identified a Satin Bowerbird, my wife 

(the non-birder) remembered reading a Scientific 

American article of over forty years ago about 

bower birds and their bowers. She always 

remained fascinated by them, and her curiosity 

was rewarded: Hidden in the woods of a Blue 

Mountain state park we viewed an active bower 

adorned with blue objects the bird had collected. 

Among our other sightings were Australian 

Wood Ducks, Superb Fairy-Wrens, Willie 

Wagtails, Welcome Swallows, Rainbow 

Lorikeets, Galahs, Pied Currawongs and 

Noisy Miners. 

Australasian Gannet  

Australian White Ibis  
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We welcome membersõ contributions to our newsletter, so if you have reportsWe welcome membersõ contributions to our newsletter, so if you have reportsWe welcome membersõ contributions to our newsletter, so if you have reports, announcements, 

reviews, poetry, essays, or photographs that would be of interest to our BCDC birding community, 

please submit them to the editor:  

Chris Blidan, e -mail: newsletter@bcdelco.org (phone: 610 -566 -0937).  

The deadline for the September newsletter is Wednesday, August 27, 2008.  

 

We were in luck when we signed up for a 

shore excursion in Melbourne. Two of our 

guides were birders and, when told of my 

interest, took pains to add birds to the target 

creatures on our trip to see kangaroos and 

koalas. Since I was the only one on the bus 

interested, I felt that they gave me special 

treatment. Among the birds that we spotted 

were Emus, Australian Pelicans, Cape 

Barren Geese, Whistling Kite, Yellow 

Spoonbill, Magpie Geese, White-winged 

Chough, Red Wattlebirds and Nankeen 

Night Herons.  

A description in a New Zealand birding 

book led me to the Internet a find a guide 

for the Otago Peninsula. There was 

Hildegarde waiting at the base of the gangway ready to take us on a tour through the peninsula. The highlight of 

the day was visiting the Royal Northern Albatross colony at the tip of the peninsula. The colony was protected 

from mammals and we observed the birds from a blind. We also confirmed that New Zealandôs indigenous birds 

have Maori names which are in common use. So the Purple Swamphen we saw would be identified as a 

Pukeko. Among our other sightings were Spotted Shag, 

Stewart Island Shag, Australasian Harriers, White-faced 

Herons, Royal Spoonbills, Pied Oystercatchers, Fantails, 

Spur-winged Plovers, and Paradise Shelducks. 

New Zealand is in the process of creating sanctuaries to harbor 

the fauna that existed prior to the arrival of the first humans 

50,000 years ago. One of them, Kapiti Island, is truly a birdersô 

paradise. Kapiti Island was established as a preserve 1897, but 

didnôt have all invasive mammals (except for humans) killed off 

until 1996. Human visitors are limited to 86 per day. Birding on 

the island is a terrific experience. Among the birds that we saw 

were Kaka, Takahe, Red-crowned Parakeet, Weka, 

Whitehead, Long-tailed Cuckoo, Whitehead, Bellbird and 

New Zealand Pipit. 

We found that the people in that part of the world are generally 

knowledgeable about their birds and for the most part are 

protective of them. Both Australia and New Zealand have discovered that ecotourism is a money maker and are 

taking steps to preserve and protect their unusual wildlife. Thanks to the efforts of the governments of these two 

countries, these special birds should still be around when our grandchildren are ready to take up birding. 

New Zealand Pipit  

Galah 
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Conowingo Eagles  
By Chris Blidan 

 

At the March BCDC meeting I 

asked the assembled members if the 

Bald Eagle nest at Red Oak Farm 

past Conowingo Dam was active 

this year. Nobody knew. Although 

my husband, Charlie Haag, and I 

had visited it frequently in past 

years, we hadnôt been there for quite 

a while either. My question came up 

because our friend Rich Stingle 

(b rand-new camera /b i rd ing 

enthusiast) had recently started 

photographing birds. (He didnôt really know what he was doing at first - he would take pictures 

and then look the results up in a field guide. Thatôs how he first identified a Carolina Wren, for 

instance.) 

Rich heard that we knew where to find eagles, so on March 20 we headed for Conowingo. 

Charlie and I were sure we could show Rich and his wife plenty of eagles at the dam, even if 

the nest was empty. 

What a treat for us and the rookies! 

Rich and Judy spotted adult eagles 

on the rocks below the dam without 

our pointing them out first. They 

were the first Baldies theyôd seen 

outside of a zoo. We showed them 

the tower where the Ospreys would 

be nesting soon. We spied some 

Great Blue Herons getting ready to 

use the rookery across the river. We 

introduced the Stingles to Ted, a 

great birder and all-round naturalist 

who practically lives at Fishermenôs Park. An adult eagle - white head! white tail! - impressed 

us all with a low flyby right over the parking lot.  
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After a bit, we decided it was time 

to check out the nest. Ted assured us 

that a pair of adults was using it, but 

we warned our friends that we 

might not see any activity. (Ted also 

reminded us to be scrupulous about 

respecting the landownerôs property 

rights.) Along the road by the farm 

we took up good positions to 

observe the nest, and Rich spent our 

waiting time salivating over the 

cannon-sized lens of another birder. 

Before long, one of the adults (male?) flew in with nesting material in his talons, and the other 

adult rearranged herself in the nest so 

we could glimpse her. The male then 

posed on a neighboring branch and 

called for quite awhile. Rich named 

his shot ñScreaming Eagle,ò although 

he observed that the eagleôs call was 

unexpectedly weak, something like 

Mike Tysonôs talking. 

Rich took the other pictures in this 

article a couple weeks later. The 

squirrel suggests there are babies to be 

fed. 

 

Rich and Judy, lifetime residents 

of Delaware County, could not 

get over what a fabulous place is 

just an hourôs drive away from 

home. Charlie and I were 

reminded how much fun it is to 

introduce friends to a favorite 

birding spot - even one that 

veteran birders might have put 

on the backburner.  


