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The Birding Club of Delaware 
County is a birding club Located in 
Delaware County, Pennsylvania, 

with the purpose of expanding indi-
vidual interest in and study of wild 

birds.  
 

The Birding Club of Delaware 
County is open to birders and bird 

watchers of all skill levels. 
 

Membership is from September 

through August. 
 

Meetings are held the 2nd Wednesday 
of each month from September 
through June at the Marple Township 
Library Meeting Room. Meetings 

begin at 7:30PM. 

Guests are always welcome. 
 

For additional information regarding 
membership, please contact John 

DôAmico at 610-566-1461  

or email membership@bcdelco.org. 
 

Websites 

BCDC: www.bcdelco.org 

RTPHW: www.rtphawkwatch.org 
 

All materials, illustrations and photos 

are copyrighted 2009, by the Birding 
Club of Delaware County, all rights 

reserved.  
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4 Pine Siskin Irruption 

 By Sheryl Johnson 

N E W S L E T T E R  

BCDCôs Rose Tree Park Hawk Watch has met with remarkable success. In 

its first ten years RTPHW has become an integral link in the chain of hawk 

watches monitoring the eastern flyway. It provides valuable and surprising 

data on the extent of raptor migration in the ñflatlands.ò Also, RTPHW has 

evolved into a regular stop for science classes from local schools. It has 

piqued the interest of many casual park visitors, some of whom make a 

point to come by regularly each season to find out whatôs flying. 
 

In order to maintain the quality of the data coming from RTPHW, it is 

essential that we have someone at the hawk watch every day through the 

season to count and identify as many raptors as possible. This is especially 

true for the fall season. On quiet days the counter may be alone; on busy 

days there is usually lots of help, but each day counts. 
 

For the first ten years RTPHW had very little trouble staffing the site full 

time on a voluntary basis. Unfortunately time marches on and we now find 

that our ability to staff the hawk watch full time this fall is seriously 

threatened. BCDC is looking for someone to commit, or help share a 

commitment, to six half-days per week this fall. These would be weekdays 

and could be done either as a half day or a full day. As a token of 

appreciation BCDC will provide some funds as a gift to anyone willing to 

make this regular commitment. 
 

An expert knowledge of raptor identification is not needed. One can learn 

quickly and there is often someone present to help out. We count lots of 

ñunidentified raptorsò. If you are at all interested or know someone who 

might be please contact any of these members of the RTPHW Steering 

Committee: Janet Crawford, David Eberly, Jim Lockyer, Holly Merker, 

Chris Pugliese, Bill Roache. 

Presentation of BCDC Fellowships at May Meeting  

Hawk Watch Alert  

Inside This Issue 
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BCDC FIELD TRIPS 

  

May 9, Saturday -  White Clay Creek, PA -  Spring Migrants in Chester County  

7:30 AM. Meet at Painters Crossing at Routes 1 and 202  

Leaders: Chris & Jamie Pugliese  610-431-9533 (Chris)  

 

May 10, Sunday -  Bombay Hook, DE -  Spring Migrant Shorebirds  

8:00 AM. Meet at Bombay Hook HQ    

Leader: TBD. Check Website or call Al Guarente for updates.  

 

May 13, Wednesday -  The Laurels -  Spring Migrants  

7:30 AM. Meet at he entrance to the Laurels, 100 yards off PA Route 82 on Apple Grove Road, 

four miles west of Unionville, PA. Parking for ten cars is located just beyond the main gate.  

Leader: Kevin Fryberger  610-721-3719 

 

May 16, Saturday -  Crum Woods -  Swarthmore College Migrants  

7:30 AM. Meet at the field house at Swarthmore College  

Leader: Dave Eberly  610-543 -3499  
 

Please check our website at www.bcdelco.org for updates.  

 Field Trip Coordinator: Al Guarente, 610 -566 -8266  

We welcome membersõ contributions to our newsletter, so if you have reports, announcements, reviews, poetry, essays, 

or photographs that would be of interest to our BCDC birding community, please submit them to the editor:  

Chris Blidan, e -mail: newsletter@bcdelco.org (phone: 610-566 -0937).  

The deadline for the September newsletter is Wednesday, August 19, 2009.  

World Series of Birding 2009  
The BCDC Cape Island Coyotes (sponsored by Exelon/PECO) will compete for the 7th consecutive 

year in this prestigious bird-locating event in Cape May on Saturday, May 16. We are looking for our 

team (Dave Eberly, Al Guarente, Jim Lockyer, Tom McParland, and Bill Roache) to make another 

very respectable showing this year against always stiff competition. The WSB is one of our clubôs 

primary fundraising activities. Please contact Bill Roache at 610-789-6269 or mjroache@msn.com for 

information about pledging your support.  

IMPORTANT NOTES  

Please contact the field trip leader in advance so you can be notified of any changes.  

Plan to arrive 15 minutes prior to departure time.  

mailto:mjroache@msn.com
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May 13 - Kevin Loughlin 

Guyana: The New Birding Frontier  

Escape to a world barely touched by humans...the forests and savannas of Guyana! Most of Guyana's 

population lives on the Atlantic coast with just a few Amerindian communities throughout the interior. 

Travel via the single road to the center of the country plus several strategically placed grass and dirt 

landing strips. Follow club member Kevin Loughlin's journey as part of a tourism assessment team 

exploring this incredible wilderness, still part of the British Commonwealth. The Guyanan Cock-of-the-

Rock, Capuchinbird, Rufous Crab Hawk and Blood- colored Woodpecker are just of few of the special 

birds we will encounter. 

Annual BCDC Picnic 
 

Who: You! Your Family! Your Friends! All are welcome!  

Where: Ridley Creek State Park, Area #8  

When: Wednesday, June 10, 2009  

Picnic starts around 5:00 pm. (Pavilion available at 8:00 am.)  

 

BCDC Provides: Soft drinks, Ice, Water, Charcoal, Lighter Fluid, Plates, Napkins,   

   Cooking Utensils  

You Bring: Your food, plus some to share (if desired)  
 

Restrooms on site.  

Calling all fledglings!  
Thereõs a new group in our area: PA Young Birders. This club is òto bring like-

minded kids together to share the fun of being outdoors enjoying nature.ó  Under 

the inspired leadership of BCDC member Kevin Loughlin, kids and their parents 

have already met twice this spring at the Mill Grove Bird Sanctuary in Audubon, 

PA. All club meetings and field trips are open to all kids, accompanied by an adult. 

The next event is a meeting on Sunday, May 31 at 2:00 at the John Heinz National 

Wildlife Refuge at Tinicum, followed by a walk through the refuge in search of 

bald eagles and other birds. Learn more at www.PaYoungBirders.org or contact 

Kevin at info@PaYoungBirders.org . 

Programs  


