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The Birding Club of Delaware County 
is a birding club Located in Delaware 
County, Pennsylvania, with the pur-

pose of expanding individual interest 

in and study of wild birds.  
 

The Birding Club of Delaware County 
is open to birders and bird watchers of 

all skill levels. 
 

Membership is from September 

through August. 
 

Meetings are held the 2nd Wednesday 
of each month from September 
through June at the Marple Township 
Library Meeting Room. Meetings 

begin at 7:30PM. 

Guests are always welcome. 
 

For additional information regarding 
membership, please contact John 

DôAmico at 610-566-1461  

or email membership@bcdelco.org. 
 

Websites 

BCDC: www.bcdelco.org 

RTPHW: www.rtphawkwatch.org 
 

All materials, illustrations and photos 
are copyrighted 2010, by the Birding 

Club of Delaware County, all rights 

reserved.  
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Inside This Issue 

Antarctic Autumn - May 12 
Yes - itôs springtime in Delaware County, but come to our regular 

meeting on Wednesday, May 12 for a tale of a distant autumn. 

BCDC member Kevin Loughlin recently returned from an amazing 

journey to Antarctica and the South Polar Circle. The waters 

surrounding the Frozen Continent in March, considered the South 

Polar Autumn, are at their richest - teeming with sea mammals! 

Leopard seals patrol the rocky shoreline waiting for young 

penguins to make their first forays. Whales gather, feeding on 

abundant krill and herring. Pelagic seabirds are numerous in the 

open seas between South America and the Antarctic Peninsula. Join 

Kevin for this photographic journey and relive his antipodal 

adventure! 

Annual BCDC Picnic 
Who: You! Your Family! Your Friends! All are welcome!  

Where: Ridley Creek State Park, Area #8  

When: Wednesday, June 9, 2010  

Picnic starts around 5:00 pm. (Pavilion available at 8:00 am.)  

BCDC Provides: Soft drinks, Ice, Water, 

Charcoal, Lighter Fluid, Plates, 

Napkins,  Cooking Utensils  

You Bring: Your food, plus some to share 

(if desired)  

      Restrooms on site.  
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BCDC FIELD TRIPS 

 

May through July ï Bluebird Nest Box Hike 

Learn about nesting bluebirds and their habits at Edgewood Memorial Park on Route 1. 

Leader: Janis Zane 610-361-8477 
 

May 8, Saturday ï Spring Migrants in Chester County 

6:45 AM. Meet at Painters Crossing at Routes 1 & 202 for a trip to White Clay Creek. 

Expect lots of warblers plus breeding birds such as Yellow-breasted Chat and Indigo Bunting. 

Leaders: Chris and Jamie Pugliese 610-431-9533 and 610-348-2666 
 

May 12, Wednesday ï Spring Migrants at the Laurels of the Brandywine Conservancy 

7:30 AM. Meet at the parking lot. 

Expect warblers, flycatchers, orioles, and thrushes. 

Leader: Kevin Fryberger 610-721-3719 
 

May 12-17, Wednesday thru Monday ï Birding Las Vegas! 

Check out reports on previous trips at www.bcdelco.org. 

Leader: Carl Perretta 610-872-6862 or cjperretta@comcast.net 
 

May 23, Sunday (Note change of date) ï Crum Woods Migrants 

7:30 AM. Meet at the field house at Swarthmore College. 

Expect late migrants and regular breeders. 

Leader: Dave Eberly 610-543-3499 

IMPORTANT NOTES  

Please contact the field trip leader in advance so you can be notified of any changes.  

Plan to arrive 15 minutes prior to departure time.  

Please check our website at www.bcdelco.org for updates.  
 Field Trip Coordinator: Al Guarente, 610 -566 -8266  

We welcome membersõ contributions to our newsletter, so if you have reports, announcements, reviews, poetry, essays, 

or photographs that would be of interest to our BCDC birding community, please submit them to the editor:  

Chris Blidan, e -mail: newsletter@bcdelco.org (phone: 610-566 -0937).  

The deadline for the September newsletter is Wednesday, August 18, 2010.  
 

Club questions or suggestions? Contact Sheryl Johnson, President: sbjohnson@haverford.edu . 

Suggestions for or leading of field trips? Contact Al Guarente, Field Trip Coordinator: owlguarente@yahoo.com. 

Bird sightings to report? Contact Dave Eberly, Bird Reports Editor: david.eberly@gmail.com. 

mailto:cjperretta@comcast.net
mailto:sbjohnson@haverford.edu
mailto:owlguarente@yahoo.com
mailto:david.eberly@gmail.com
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Glenolden Christmas Bird Count - 
Summary of 2010  
By Dave Eberly 

 The 88th Glenolden (PA) Christmas Bird Count was held Saturday, January 2, 2010. The census area 

is a 15-mile diameter circle centered at the intersection of Beatty Road and Twyckenham Avenue in the 

Bowling Green section of Media. We moved the center slightly north and west of the previous center to 

eliminate some overlap with the West Chester count area and to better include some areas that are on 

the edge of the circle and have been traditionally counted. GPS coordinates for the new center are 

39.917836, -75.374962  

 The Glenolden count is traditionally held on the third Saturday in December. This year it was 

originally scheduled for Saturday, December 19; however, after much angst, and at the last minute, it 

was postponed due to an impending snowstorm which turned out to deliver an official 22.5ò of snow on 

the scheduled count day. This was the first time in anyoneôs memory that the Glenolden CBC was 

postponed for any reason. Other counts in the region postponed as well. 

 We rescheduled the count for January 2, which turned out to be very cold and windy. Nevertheless, 

the effort was excellent for such a day. The total party hours of 139.5 are near the 50 year average of 

150. Thank you all for your efforts. The species count of 82 was well below the average of 100. This 

could easily be attributed to the high winds and cold. I also wonder what effect moving the count two 

weeks deeper into winter may have had. This is difficult to judge because of the overwhelming effect of 

the weather. Numbers of individuals were likewise almost uniformly low. 
 

Parameters 

 The count circle includes the John Heinz NWR at Tinicum, the Delaware River from Fort Mifflin 

south to Marcus Hook, Ridley Creek State Park, Tyler Arboretum, Springton Reservoir, Crum 

Reservoir, Earleôs Lake, Waterloo Mills (DelCo portion), and the Chester, Cobbôs, Crum, Darby, and 

Ridley Creek watersheds. 

Time: 4:00 AM - 6:30 PM. Temperature: 20-27 degrees F. Wind 18-40 mph NW. Partly cloudy. Still 

water partly open. Moving water open. 

60 observers in 23 parties, plus 9 at feeders. Total party hours: 139.5 (35.5 by car, 104 by foot). Total 

party miles: 506.5 (427 by car, 79.5 by foot). 

Hours owling: 11. Miles owling: 36. 
  

 To be consistent with Audubon data, I used 1957 as the year to begin to show trends. In the species 

report below, a paranthetical legend such as (5/52) means the species was seen in 5 of 52 years (1957-

2009/10). Please note the confusion with years of the count. This should have been the 2009 count for 

us, but was held on the 2nd day of 2010. To avoid this type of confusion Audubon has designated this 

the 110th CBC. 
 

Historical data on the Glenolden CBC and all others can be found on the CBC website http://

www.audubon.org/Bird/cbc/ Count Code for our area is PAGL. 

(Continued on page 4) 

http://www.audubon.org/Bird/cbc/
http://www.audubon.org/Bird/cbc/
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Species Report: Canada Goose 10,108; Wood Duck 4 (34/52); Gadwall 3 (35/52); American Black Duck 

231; Mallard 461; Blue Winged Teal 1 (8/52; high count and last record 3 in 1989); Northern Shoveler 1 

(44/52); Green-winged Teal 6; Ring-necked Duck 20; Long-Tailed Duck 1 (22/52); Bufflehead 1; 

Hooded Merganser 48; Common Merganser 146; Ruddy Duck 4 (51/52; high 20 000 in 1979; Average 

1957-1986: 5256, 1987-2008: 34); Ring-necked Pheasant 2 (51/52; high 170 in 1966); Pied-billed Grebe 

3; Double-crested Cormorant 4; Great Blue Heron 16; Black Vulture 23 (22/52 all since 1978); Turkey 

Vulture 216; Bald Eagle 11 (23/52; high count 13 in 2008); Northern Harrier 1; Sharp-shinned Hawk 19; 

Cooperôs Hawk 8; Red-shouldered Hawk 5; Red-tailed Hawk 78; American Kestrel 2 (50/52; average 

since 1990: 12, prior to 1990: 32.5); Peregrine Falcon 1 (21/52); Ring-billed Gull 33; Herring Gull 15; 

Great Black-backed Gull 23; Rock Pigeon 366; Mourning Dove 368; Eastern Screech-owl 23; Great 

Horned Owl 7; Belted Kingfisher 11; Red-bellied Woodpecker 131; Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 7; Downy 

Woodpecker 102; Hairy Woodpecker 23; Northern Flicker 35; Pileated Woodpecker 5 (43/52); Blue Jay 

231; American Crow 718; Fish Crow 1; Carolina Chickadee 306; Black-capped Chickadee 2; Tufted 

Titmouse 221; Red-breasted Nuthatch 3; White-breasted Nuthatch 108; Brown Creeper 4; Carolina Wren 

121; Winter Wren 10; Golden-crowned Kinglet 10; Ruby-crowned Kinglet 4; Eastern Bluebird 65; Hermit 

Thrush 4; American Robin 3264; Gray Catbird 3 (49/52); Northern Mockingbird 65; Brown Thrasher 2 

(36/52); European Starling 1909; Cedar Waxwing 36; Yellow-rumped Warbler 1; Eastern Towhee 38; 

American Tree Sparrow 26 (51/52; High 3700 in 1965); Chipping Sparrow 5 (36/52; average 3.2); Field 

Sparrow 70; Fox Sparrow 18; Song Sparrow 472; Swamp Sparrow 15; White-throated Sparrow 1122; 

Dark-eyed Junco 671; Northern Cardinal 476; Red-winged Blackbird 104; Rusty Blackbird 2 (49/52; high 

218 in 1973); Common Grackle 15; Brown-headed Cowbird 1; Purple Finch 4 (50/52); House Finch 289; 

American Goldfinch 145; House Sparrow 356. 
 

Total Species: 82 (average 100) 

Total Individuals:  24,490 

No new high counts or new species were reported. The Cumulative List Total Species remains at 189. 
 

Observers and number of years of participation: Ellis Akers (38), Barbara Bartos (1), Gary Becker (6), 

Debbie Beer, Ted Behr, Arthur Berlin, Sarah Besadny (3), Jim Bodine (19), Sarah Boucas-Neto (3), Erica 

Brendel (18), Richard Brenner (2), Brian Byrnes (2), Donna Chadderton (1), Emma Chou (1), Jenny Cole 

(1), Skip Conant (26), Alvera Crocetto (35), Nick Crocetto (35), Cynthia Curry (8), John DôAmico (12), 

Susan DôAmico (11), David Eberly (19; compiler), Andrew Eberly (8), Phyllis Fingerhood (15), Jan Foot, 

Kevin Fryberger (2), Ed Grunwell, Al Guarente (37), Carol Gura, Barbara Hohenstein (10), Rich Horwitz 

(21), Lois Hunn (12), Sheryl Johnson (14), Noel Kelly (1), Bob Kelly (1), Mary Ellen Krober (24), Chris 

Langman (1), Sue Lucas (3), Doris McGovern (26), Pat McGovern, Tom McKeeman (4), Tom McParland 

(15), Kathy Meermans (3), Rob Megraw (17), Dolly Mignogna (3), Jim Molyneaux (1), Carol Molyneaux 

(1), Alison Mostrom (18), Carl Perretta (20), Mariana Pesthy (1), Chris Pugliese (1), Jamie Pugliese (2), 

Nick Pulcinella (41), Sharon Pulcinella (11), Brian Quinlin (3), Jack Rafferty (2), Marie Rafferty (2), Tom 

Reeves (36), Bill Roache (4), Bill Roache III (9), Alice Sevareid (4), Edwin Shafer (5), Charles Smith (2), 

Gary Stolz (3), Carol Storey (4), Pat Travelino (5), Scott Tuttle (3), Chris Walters (32), George Wrangham 

(2). 
 

Next yearôs Christmas Bird Count will be Saturday December 18, 2010. See you then! 

(Continued from page 3: Glenolden CBC) 
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 Our trip to Texas started with a night landing in San Antonio. As we left the airport in the dark, I 

could already hear the raucous call of the Great-tailed Grackles everywhere. This species is by far the 

most numerous bird in all of Texas.  

 At first light we headed out for the Hill Country where Sharon wanted to see the wildflowers 

everyone has told us about for years. This was the perfect year for them and our timing was excellent. 

Bluebonnets were blooming in the median strips of every highway along with Gallardia and Indian 

Paintbrush. It was quite the eyeful of color. 

 We arrived in Boerne (pronounced Bernie) at the Cibolo Nature Preserve and the rain was just 

ending. We were treated to Lincolnôs and Harrisô Sparrows, Black-bellied Tree Ducks and Black-

chinned Hummingbirds by the dozen. Next we headed to some sightseeing towns and finally arrived 

in Austin a little before sunset. We made our way over to the Congress Avenue Bridge and at dusk the 

10 million or so bats started leaving the cracks in the foundation of the street above the Colorado River. 

I never get tired of watching the bats leave a roost site. 

 The next morning we did some things around Austin and then headed to Pedernales Falls State 

Park. At the park we picked up several Rufous-crowned Sparrows and the endangered Golden-

cheeked Warbler. At the LBJ Ranch, which was our next stop, we added Neotropic Cormorants, 

Vermilion Flycatcher, Bewickôs Wrens and several species of warblers and the gorgeous Lark 

Sparrow. 

 We spent the night in Fredericksburg, a quaint little German town, and the next morning we were 

out bright and early to find 40-plus Scissor-tailed Flycatchers and a few Orange-crowned Warblers, 

plus a Green Kingfisher. This is a must-see bird when youôre in Texas. After leaving there, we came 

across Stonehenge II which is a replica of the original Stonehenge in England. But itôs weird in the 

sense that it is out in the middle of nowhere. But, 

thatôs where Sharon and I usually can be found. 

 At Kerr NWR we added the other 

endangered species of the Hill Country, the 

Black-capped Vireo. There was a large cage 

alongside of the road that had about 50 Brown-

headed Cowbirds trapped inside in order to help 

preserve the Black-capped Vireo from 

unknowingly becoming adoptive parents of the 

cowbirds. Later that day we drove to Concan and 

spent the night at the famous (to birders anyway) 

Nealôs Lodge. We were walking the grounds late 

that day listening to Bellôs Vireo, when we heard 

a distant roar that quickly became quite loud. All 

of a sudden there was a T-6 fighter jet buzzing 

Texas in April  
By Al Guarente 

Green Jay photo by Al Guarente 
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right over our head, no higher than 500 feet above ground. It was gone in seconds, but then another jet 

came streaming in and it too flew right over. This was interesting to us, because our son trained at Del 

Rio in the same jets and he had mentioned that every once in a while they would fly very low sorties 

along the Rio Frio River, which is where Nealôs is located.  

 The next morning we visited the feeding stations and found Olive Sparrows, Hooded Oriole and 

Summer Tanagers. There was a Rufous-capped Warbler reported there, but we had no luck finding it. 

Along the river were Vermilion Flycatchers and Black Phoebes. We also stumbled across three more 

Golden-cheeked Warblers in the wooded area. We then started to drive south through Laredo and 

stopped in Zapata for the White-collared Seedeaters, but missed them and also the Brown Jays. Below 

Falcon Dam at Salineno we did find a Muscovy Duck flying down the Rio Grande. 

 Started the next day at Anzalduas and Bentson State parks where the Chachalacas wouldnôt keep 

quiet. At the feeders in Bentson, we observed Long-billed Thrashers, Green Jays, and White-tipped 

Doves and missed the Clay-colored Thrush. Also, below each feeder was a Peccary slopping up the 

spilled seeds. We came back to Bentson later that evening and found an Elf Owl  peeking out his hole in 

a telephone pole and saw Lesser Nighthawk and Pauraque flying around the roads as we were 

leaving. 

 The next day it was raining and we headed to Estero Llano Grande State Park, which is a new park 

that Iôve never been to before. It was a gorgeous place and we got close looks at Long-billed 

Dowitchers, Black-bellied Tree Ducks, Buff-bellied Hummingbirds, Cinnamon Teal, White 

Pelican, Avocet, Black-necked Stilts, and Vesper Sparrows. Missed the Rose-throated Becard. We 

managed to miss quit a few birds on this trip.  

From here, we drove in the rain to South Padre Island at the convention Center where a reported 

Black-vented Oriole was seen the day before. Once again, we managed to miss this bird by a day. 

However, today there was a major fallout on the island. In one bush, at one time, we found 12 Indigo 

Buntings, 2 Blue Grosbeaks, 3 Summer Tanagers and 8 Orchard Orioles. Other birds around the 

convention center were Marbled Godwit , Sandwich 

Terns, Wilsonôs, Snowy, and Piping Plover, Brown 

Pelicans, Prothonotary Warbler , Hooded 

Warbler , Painted Bunting and Yellow-headed 

Blackbird . 

At Laguna Atascosa NWR we added 

Whimbrel , Swallow-tailed Kite , and our first and 

only Ring-billed Gull  of the trip. Once again we 

missed the main attraction of the refuge, the 

Aplomado Falcon, but we had awesome views of the 

White-tailed Hawks. 

The trip was winding down and so we started 

heading back to San Antonio and on the way we 

stopped for the Northern Jacana. Guess what? We 

missed that also. But the trip was great fun and we 

got to see the Texas hill country in full bloom and 

found 211 species of birds. Hooded Warbler photo by Al Guarente 


