May 2010
Volume 12, Issue 5 ( |
\\

BIRDING CLUB

//Z/ DELAWARE COUNTY
NEWSLETTER

Antarctic Autumn - May 12

5 Texas in April Yes-i t 6s springtime in Delawatre
By Al Guarente meeting on Wednesday, May 12 for a tale of a distant autumn.
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BCDC member Kevin Loughlin recently returned from an amazjng
journey to Antarctica and the South Polar Circle. The wafers
surrounding the Frozen Continent in March, considered the Sputh
Polar Autumn, are at their richestteeming with sea mammal

Leopard seals patrol the rocky shoreline waiting for young
penguins to make their first forays. Whales gather, feedingj on
abundant krill and herring. Pelagic seabirds are numerous irj the

open seas between South America and the Antarctic Peninsulaj Join
The Birding Club of Delaware Cou] Kevin for this photographic journey and relive his antipodal

is a birding club Located in Delawarg gdventure!
County, Pennsylvania, with the pur-
pose of expanding individual intere
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The B|rd|ng Club of Delaware Countég

s Annual BCDC Picnic

Membership is from September
through August.

Who: You! Your Family! Your Friends! All are welcome!

Where: Ridley Creek State Park, Area #8

When: Wednesday, June 9, 2010

Picnic starts around 5.00 pm. (Pavilion available at 8:00 am.)

BCDC Provides: Soft drinks, Ice, Water,
Charcoal, Lighter Fluid, Plates,

Meetings are held théQVednesday
of each month from September
through June at the Marple Townshi
Library Meeting Room. Meetings
begin at 7:30PM.

Guests are always welcome.

For additional information regarding
membership, please contact John
D6 Ami c 0-56&14616 1 0

or email membership@bcdelco.org. . . .
Napkins, Cooking Utensils
Websites

BCDC: www.bcdelco.org
RTPHW: www.rtphawkwatch.org

You Bring: Your food, plus some to share
(if desired)
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All materials, illustrations and photos
are copyrighted 2010, by the Birding
Club of Delaware County, all rights  xx
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Restrooms on site.
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IMPORTANT NOTES
Please contact the field trip leader  in advance so you can be notified of any changes.
Plan to arrive 15 minutes prior to departure time.

May through July 7 Bluebird Nest Box Hike
Learn about nesting bluebirds and their habits at Edgewood Memorial Park on Route 1.
Leader: Janis Zane 610-361-8477

May 8, Saturdayi Spring Migrants in Chester County
6:45 AM. Meet at Painters Crossing at Routes 1 & 202 for a trip to White Clay Creek.
Expect lots of warblers plus breeding birds such as Yeliomasted Chat and Indigo Bunting.
Leaders: Chris and Jamie Puglies€10-431-9533 and 61{B48-2666

May 12, Wednesdayi Spring Migrants at the Laurels of the Brandywine Conservancy
7:30 AM. Meet at the parking lot.
Expect warblers, flycatchers, orioles, and thrushes.
Leader: Kevin Fryberger 610721-3719

May 12-17, Wednesday thru Mondayi Birding Las Vegas!
Check out reports on previous trips at www.bcdelco.org.
Leader: Carl Perretta 6108726862 orcjperretta@comcast.net

May 23, Sunday (Note change of dat&) Crum Woods Migrants
7:30 AM. Meet at the field house at Swarthmore College.
Expect late migrants and regular breeders.

Leader: Dave Eberly 6105433499

Please check our website at www.bcdelco.org for updates.
Field Trip Coordinator: Al Guarente, 610 -566-8266

We wel come membersd contributions to our newsletter, s o
or photographs that would be of interest to our BCDC birding community, please submit them to the editor:

Chris Blidan, e -mail: newsletter@bcdelco.org (phone: 610-566 -0937).
The deadline for the September newsletter is Wednesday, August 18, 2010.

Club questions or suggestions? Contact Sheryl Johnson, President: sbjohnson@haverford.edu .

Suggestions for or leading of field trips? Contact Al Guarente, Field Trip Coordinator:  owlguarente@yahoo.com.

Bird sightings fo report? ~ Contact Dave Eberly, Bird Reports Editor:  david.eberly@gmail.com.



mailto:cjperretta@comcast.net
mailto:sbjohnson@haverford.edu
mailto:owlguarente@yahoo.com
mailto:david.eberly@gmail.com

Glenolden Christmas Bird Count -
Summary of 2010

By Dave Eberly

The 88"Glenolden (PA) Christmas Bird Count was held Saturday, January 2, 2010. The cenglis area
is a 15mile diameter circle centered at the intersection of Beatty Road and Twyckenham Avenuq in the
Bowling Green section of Media. We moved the center slightly north and west of the previous cTter to

eliminate some overlap with the West Chester count area and to better include some areas th@t are or
the edge of the circle and have been traditionally counted. GPS coordinates for the new cefter are
39.917836;75.374962
The Glenolden count is traditionally held on the third Saturday in December. This year i was
originally scheduled for Saturday, December 19; however, after much angst, and at the last mpute, it
was postponed due to an i mpending snowstorn whi
the scheduled count day. This was the fir gt t
postponed for any reason. Other counts in the region postponed as well.
We rescheduled the count for January 2, which turned out to be very cold and windy. Nevertheless,
the effort was excellent for such a day. The total party hours of 139.5 are near the 50 year avgrage of
150. Thank you all for your efforts. The species count of 82 was well below the average of 10Q. This
could easily be attributed to the high winds and cold. | also wonder what effect moving the count two
weeks deeper into winter may have had. This is difficult to judge because of the overwhelming effect of
the weather. Numbers of individuals were likewise almost uniformly low.

Parameters
The count circle includes the John Heinz NWR at Tinicum, the Delaware River from Fort Mjfflin

south to Marcus Hook, Ridley Creek State Park, Tyler Arboretum, Springton Reservoir, Crum

Reservoir, Earleds Lake, Waterl oo Mills (Degl Co

Ridley Creek watersheds.

Time: 4:00 AM- 6:30 PM. Temperature: 287 degrees F. Wind 180 mph NW. Partly cloudy. Still

water partly open. Moving water open.

60 observers in 23 parties, plus 9 at feeders. Total party hours: 139.5 (35.5 by car, 104 by foo§). Total

party miles: 506.5 (427 by car, 79.5 by foot).

Hours owling: 11. Miles owling: 36.

To be consistent with Audubon data, | used 1957 as the year to begin to show trends. In the|species
report below, a paranthetical legend such as (5/52) means the species was seen in 5 of 52 yegrs (1957
2009/10). Please note the confusion with years of the count. This should have been the 2009 dgount for
us, but was held on thé“day of 2010. To avoid this type of confusion Audubon has designated this
the 11¢' CBC.

Historical data on the Glenolden CBC and all others can be found on the CBC wehsite
www.audubon.org/Bird/cb&ount Code for our area is PAGL.

(Continued on pagé)
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(Continued from pag8: Glenolden CBC)

Species Report:Canada Goose 10,108; Wood Duck 4 (34/52); Gadwall 3 (35/52); American Blach

Duck

231; Mallard 461Blue Winged Teall (8/52; high count and last record 3 in 1989); Northern Shovégler 1

(44/52); Greerwinged Teal 6; Ringhecked Duck 20Llong-Tailed Duck 1 (22/52); Bufflehead 14;

Hooded Merganser 48; Common Merganser Rigddy Duck 4 (51/52; high 20 000 in 197®%verage
19571986: 5256, 1982008: 39; Ring-necked Pheasant 2 (51/52; high 170 in 1966);-Biked Grebg

3; Doublecrested Cormorant 4; Great Blue Heron 16; Black Vulture 23 (22/52 all since 1978); Jurkey

Vulture 216; Bald Eagle 11 (23/52; high count 13 in 2008); Northern Harrier 1;-Shamped Hawk 19;

Cooper 6 s Hshouklere8 HawlR® Rethiled Hawk 78;American Kestrel 2 (50/52;average
since 1990: 12, prior to 1990: 32)5Peregrine Falcon 1 (21/52); Rigled Gull 33; Herring Gull 15§
Great Blackbacked Gull 23; Rock Pigeon 366; Mourning Dove 368; Eastern SeosdcB3; Grea
Horned Owl 7; Belted Kingfisher 11; Rdxllied Woodpecker 131; Yellowellied Sapsucker 7; Dow
Woodpecker 102; Hairy Woodpecker 23; Northern Flicker 35; Pileated Woodpecker 5 (43/52);

231; American Crow 718; Fish Crow 1; Carolina Chickadee 306; Blapked Chickadee 2; Tuft

14

pd

y
lue Jay

121; Winter Wren 10; Goldecrowned Kinglet 10; Rubgrowned Kinglet 4; Eastern Bluebird 65; Hernit

Titmouse 221; Redbreasted Nuthatch 3; Whiteeasted Nuthatch 108; Brown Creeper 4; Carolina ;Eren

Thrush 4; American Robin 3264; Gray Catbird 3 (49/52); Northern Mockingbird 65; Brown Thr

her 2

(36/52); European Starling 1909; Cedar Waxwing 36; Yellamped Warbler 1; Eastern Towhee BS;

American Tree Sparrow 26 (51/52; High 3700 in 19€3)ipping Sparrow 5 (36/52; average 3.2 Field

Sparrow 70; Fox Sparrow 18; Song Sparrow 472; Swamp Sparrow 15;-Wioiteded Sparrow 112p;

~J

Dark-eyed Junco 671; Northern Cardinal 476; Rédged Blackbird 104; Rusty Blackbird 2 (49/52; high
218 in 1973); Common Grackle 15; Brosaeaded Cowbird 1; Purple Finch 4 (50/52); House Finch289;

American Goldfinch 145; House Sparrow 356.

Total Species:82 (average 100)
Total Individuals: 24,490

No new high counts or new species were reported. The Cumulative List Total Species remains at §89.

Observers and number of years of participation:Ellis Akers (38), Barbara Bartos (1), Gary Becker
Debbie Beer, Ted Behr, Arthur Berlin, Sarah Besadny (3), Jim Bodine (19), Sarah-Bmicd8), Erica
Brendel (18), Richard Brenner (2), Brian Byrnes (2), Donna Chadderton (1), Emma Chou (1), Jen
(1), Skip Conant (26) , Al vera Crocetto (35)
Susan D6Amico (11), David Eberly (19; compi

Kevin Fryberger (2), Ed Grunwell, Al Guarente (37), Carol Gura, Barbara Hohenstein (10), Rich
(21), Lois Hunn (12), Sheryl Johnson (14), Noel Kelly (1), Bob Kelly (1), Mary Ellen Krober (24),

6),

ny Cole

, Ni
er)

orwitz
hris

Langman (1), Sue Lucas (3), Doris McGovern (26), Pat McGovern, Tom McKeeman (4), Tom McpParland
(15), Kathy Meermans (3), Rob Megraw (17), Dolly Mignogna (3), Jim Molyneaux (1), Carol Molypeaux

(1), Alison Mostrom (18), Carl Perretta (20), Mariana Pesthy (1), Chris Pugliese (1), Jamie Pugl
Nick Pulcinella (41), Sharon Pulcinella (11), Brian Quinlin (3), Jack Rafferty (2), Marie Rafferty (2)
Reeves (36), Bill Roache (4), Bill Roache Il (9), Alice Sevareid (4), Edwin Shafer (5), Charles Sn

se (2),
Tom
ith (2),

Gary Stolz (3), Carol Storey (4), Pat Travelino (5), Scott Tuttle (3), Chris Walters (32), George Wrangham

2).
Next year 6s Chr i s Gatwelgy DEcembdr 18 204®ee yowthen!|
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Texas in April

By Al Guarente

Our trip to Texas started with a night landing in San Antonio. As we left the airport in the dark, |
could already hear the raucous call of @reat-tailed Grackleseverywhere. This species is by far the
most numerous bird in all of Texas.

At first light we headed out for the Hill Country where Sharon wanted to see the wildflowers
everyone has told us about for years. This was the perfect year for them and our timing was excellent.
Bluebonnets were blooming in the median strips of every highway along with Gallardia and Indian
Paintbrush. It was quite the eyeful of color.

We arrived in Boerne (pronounced Bernie) at the Cibolo Nature Preserve and the rain was just
ending. We were treated toi nc aahdia s r i s 6 , Blpck-belien Wree Ducksand Black-
chinned Hummingbirds by the dozen. Next we headed to some sightseeing towns and finally arrived
in Austin a little before sunset. We made our way over to the Congress Avenue Bridge and at dusk the
10 million or so bats started leaving the cracks in the foundation of the street above the Colorado River.
| never get tired of watching the bats leave a roost site.

The next morning we did some things around Austin and then headed to Pedernales Falls State
Park. At the park we picked up seveRuifous-crowned Sparrows and the endangere@olden
cheeked Warbler At the LBJ Ranch, which was our next stop, we addedtropic Cormorants,
Vermilion Flycatcher, Be wi ¢ k 6 sandVeveral sspecies of warblers and the gorgéauis
Sparrow.

We spent the night in Fredericksburg, a quaint little German town, and the next morning we were
out bright and early to find 4plus Scissortailed Flycatchersand a fewOrange-crowned Warblers,
plus aGreen Kingfisher. Thisisamuss ee bird when youdre in Texas.
across Stonehenge 11 which is a replica of] t he
sense that it is out in the middle of nowhere. B
t hat 6s where Sharon

At Kerr NWR we added the othe
endangered species of the Hill Country,
Black-capped Virea There was a large cag
alongside of the road that had aboutEBx@wn-
headed Cowbirdstrapped inside in order to hely
preserve the Blackapped Vireo from
unknowingly becoming adoptive parents of t
cowbirds. Later that day we drove to Concan a
spent the night at the famous (to birders anywg
Neal 6s Lodge. We were
that day listeningt® e | | 6 s$whé&hiwe leeard
a distant roar that quickly became quite loud. A
of a sudden there was a6Tfighter jet buzzing

und.

Green Jay photo by Al Guarenté




right over our head, no higher than 500 feet above ground. It was gone in seconds, but then another jet
came streaming in and it too flew right over. This was interesting to us, because our son trained at Del
Rio in the same jets and he had mentioned that every once in a while they would fly very low sorties
along the Rio Frio River, which is where Neal 0:¢

The next morning we visited the feeding stations and fadinee Sparrows, Hooded Oriole and
Summer Tanagers There was a Rufotsapped Warbler reported there, but we had no luck finding it.
Along the river were Vermilion Flycatchers aBthck PhoebesWe also stumbled across three mare
Goldencheeked Warblers in the wooded area. We then started to drive south through Lare@lo and
stopped in Zapata for the Whitellared Seedeaters, but missed them and also the Brown Jays. Below
Falcon Dam at Salineno we did findvluscovy Duckflying down the Rio Grande.

Started the next day at Anzalduas and Bentson State parks wh&bkatttealacaswo u | d n 6t K €
quiet. At the feeders in Bentson, we obserkedg-billed Thrashers, Green Jays andWhite-tipped
Dovesand missed the Clagolored Thrush. Also, below each feeder was a Peccary slopping up the
spilled seeds. We came back to Bentson later that evening and fokifdml peeking out his hole in
a telephone pole and salesser Nighthawk and Pauraque flying around the roads as we were
leaving.

The next day it was raining and we headed to Estero Llano Grande State Park, which is a new park
t hat | 6ve never been to before. It boagsbilled | gor
Dowitchers, Blackbellied Tree Ducks,Buff-bellied Hummingbirds, Cinnamon Teal White
Pelican Avocet, Black-necked Stilts andVesper Sparrows Missed the Rosthroated Becard. We
managed to miss quit a few birds on this trip.

From here, we drove in the rain to South Padre Island at the convention Center where a reported
Black-vented Oriole was seen the day before. Once again, we managed to miss this bird by|a day.
However, today there was a major fallout on the island. In one bush, at one time, we fdndi)d 2
Buntings, 2 Blue Grosbeaks 3 Summer Tanagers andCdchard Orioles. Other birds around the
convention center werdarbled Godwit, Sandwich
Terns, Wi | s ,&nodvys andPiping Plover, Brown
Pelicans Prothonotary Warbler, Hooded
Warbler, Painted Bunting and Yellow-headed
Blackbird .

At Laguna Atascosa NWR we added
Whimbrel, Swallow-tailed Kite, and our first and
only Ring-billed Gull of the trip. Once again we
missed the main attraction of the refuge, the
Aplomado Falcon, but we had awesome views of the
White-tailed Hawks.

The trip was winding down and so we startgd
heading back to San Antonio and on the way e
stopped for the Northern Jacana. Guess what? |[We
missed that also. But the trip was great fun and we

got to see the Texas hill country in full bloom and
found 211 species of birds. Hooded Warbler photo by Al Guarer‘\te




