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The Birding Club of Delaware 

County is a birding club Located in 

Delaware County, Pennsylvania, 

with the purpose of expanding indi-

vidual interest in and study of wild 

birds.  
 

The Birding Club of Delaware 

County is open to birders and bird 

watchers of all skill levels. 
 

Membership is from September 

through August. 
 

Meetings are held the 2nd Wednesday 

of each month from September 

through June at the Marple Township 

Library Meeting Room. Meetings 

begin at 7:30PM. 

Guests are always welcome. 
 

For additional information regarding 

membership, please contact John 

DôAmico at 610-566-1461  

or email  membership@bcdelco.org. 
 

Websites 

BCDC: www.bcdelco.org 

RTPHW: www.rtphawkwatch.org 
 

All materials, illustrations and photos 

are copyrighted 2008, by the Birding 

Club of Delaware County, all rights 

reserved.  
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As the Delaware County compiler for the Pennsylvania Society for 

Ornithology my job is to gather your bird sightings and prepare a seasonal 

report for their publication Pennsylvania Birds. The complete reports for 

Delaware and most other counties in Pennsylvania, along with some fine 

articles, are in the magazine. I encourage you all to consider joining PSO. 

State birding journals are not common and we have a good one. 

Information and past issues of Pennsylvania Birds can be found on the 

PSO website http://pabirds.org. 

Here is a summary of my spring and summer 2008 reports: 

 

Spring 

The presence of Delaware Countyôs first post DDT era Bald Eagle nest 

presented a happy conundrum to the counters at the spring hawk watch at 

Rose Tree Park as they attempted to sort the ñlocalò from the migrant 

eagles. Eleven migrating Bald Eagles were tallied for this spring. 

Unfortunately, due to reduced availability of counters, RTPHW had to run 

a part-time, voluntary count this spring. The yeomanôs amount of work 

was done by Jim Lockyer with the help of some others. Jim was rewarded 

by a nice view of a Northern Goshawk on 3/28, as was yours truly and 

other observers on 4/12. April 12 was also RTPHWôs best day of spring 

2008. Besides the Goshawk the day featured 38 Broad Winged Hawks, 8 

Ospreys, 33 Sharp-shinned Hawks, and 24 American Kestrels. On the 

next day, April 13, the season high count of 85 Broad-winged Hawks was 

tallied. These two days were likely aided by the weather. A New England 

to Georgia cold front was approaching from the west, pushing the birds 

our way, and precipitation in New York and southern New England might 

have stalled the northbound traffic. 

A Peregrine Falcon was spotted on the Commodore Barry Bridge by Al 

Guarente on 3/19. This raised hopes that the species may once again nest 

on the bridge, but subsequent checks failed to turn up more individuals. 

(Continued on page 6) 

N E W S L E T T E R  

Sightings  
for Spring and Summer 2008  

By Dave Eberly 

http://pabirds.org
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BCDC FIELD TRIPS 
 

IMPORTANT NOTES  

Please contact the field trip leader in advance so you can be notified of any changes.  

Plan to arrive 15 minutes prior to departure time.  
  

November 1, Saturday -  Bombay Hook NWR -  Waterfowl and (maybe) Rarities  

8:00 AM. Meet at the Headquarters.  

Leader: John D'Amico  610-566 -1461    
 

November 8, Saturday ð Crosslands -  Field Birds  

8:00 AM. Meet at the Crosslands Center, off of Route 926.      

Leader: Dale Kendell  610-793 -0291 
 

November 15, Saturday -  Hidden Valley -  Saw- whet Owl Banding  

Rescheduled from October. Call or email Sheryl Johnson  (sbjohnso@haverford.edu ) before 

November 8 to register or for more information.   The trip is limited to 15 participants.   

Leader: Sheryl Johnson  610-649 -4621 

   

November 23, Sunday -  Lakes of Chester County  

7:00 AM. Meet at Boscov's Parking Lot at Exton Mall for a 3/4 day trip. Bring lunch.  

Leader: Holly Mercker  610-518-1703 
 

December 4, Thursday ð Eagles at Conowingo & Birds at Octoraro Creek  

8:00 AM. Meet at the Fishermanõs parking lot below the dam. Bring your scope! 

After eagles at the dam, the group will drive about a mile on Route 222 to the trailhead of the 

recently opened Octoraro Creek Trail for a half -mile walk over easy terrain through the woods.  

Leader: Janis Zane  610-361-8477  
 

December 6, Saturday ð Waterfowl & Short - eared Owls ð Forsythe & Barnegat  

8:00 AM. Meet at the parking lot at Forsythe NWR (Brigantine) for a full day trip.  

Leader: Tom McParland  610-331-1863 
 

December 20, Saturday ð Glenolden Christmas Count  

Annual Christmas Bird Count in Delaware County  

Coordinator: Nick Pulcinella  610-696 -0687  
 

January 1, Thursday ð Big Day in Delaware  

6:00 AM. Meet at McDonaldõs at I-95 & Route 452 in Aston, PA.  

Leader: Al Guarente  610-566 -8266  

  

Please check our website at www.bcdelco.org for updates.  

 Field Trip Coordinator: Al Guarente, 610 -566 -8266  
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Rustin High School Campus - September 20, 2008  
By Nick Pulcinella 

 

Nine participants found 40 species while walking the varied habitats of the Rustin Campus in Westtown 

Township, Chester County. Though migrants were few, we found some interesting species. A Merlin  

gave us good looks as it dashed from its perch and attempted to snag a flicker that was passing by.  The 

weedy edge areas produced Savannah Sparrows, many American Goldfinches and at least five Palm 

Warblers. The campus holds five retention ponds and, though the water level in all the ponds was very 

low, the cattails and grasses harbored birds. We had several Common Yellowthroats, Song Sparrows, 

an early Lincoln's Sparrow, and one very early White-throated Sparrow. Fences provide plenty of 

open perches and we had several Eastern Bluebirds along the fence rows, plus six perched on the a 

crossbar of a soccer goalpost. An Eastern Phoebe was also busy using part of the fence as a fly-catching 

base. Birding along the macadam trail that borders the wood edge was quiet due to lack of any cold front 

to bring in migrants, but we had several Yellow-shafted Flickers; heard one Pileated Woodpecker; 

and saw a small flock of Cedar Waxwings. 

  

 

 

Nighthawk Migration Watch - Haverford College  
By Sheryl Johnson 

 

The 2008 Nighthawk Migration Watch at Haverford College ran from August 22 to September 13 and 

tallied 2,430 birds. This was down from last yearôs count of 2,584 and significantly lower than counts in 

2006 and 2005 which were closer to 3,000. Peak days this year were September 8 and 9, when 441 and 

201 common nighthawks passed, and August 30, which brought 430 birds through our skies. True to the 

usual pattern, the best flights were under cloudy skies following rain. The rain seems to stimulate large 

numbers of flying ants to rise up from the fields, and the nighthawks are never far behind. During the 

count period, 27 visitors stopped by for one or more evenings to enjoy the spectacle and the setting sun. 

My thanks to Lauren and Judd for their help in counting when I was otherwise occupied and to my 

regular companions, Kathy, Elinor and Cinnamon. If you missed the migration this year, make a note on 

your calendar for 2009. 

We welcome membersõ contributions to our newsletter, so if you have reports, announcements, reviews, poetry, essays, 

or photographs that would be of interest to our BCDC birding community, please submit them to the editor:  

Chris Blidan, e -mail: newsletter@bcdelco.org (phone: 610 -566 -0937).  

The deadline for the January newsletter is Wednesday, December 24, 2008.  

Field Trip Reports  

Hawkwatch Roundup & Holiday Party - December 10 
The Rose Tree Park Hawkwatch (RTPHW) continues the Fall count of migrating raptors through the end of 

November. Visit the site near the gazebo in the park on Route 252 and see whatôs going on. Stay for a few 

minutes or several hours - thereôs no predicting what youôll spot! 

Even if you canôt get out to the park, come to the BCDC meeting on Wednesday, December 10. Jim Lockyer will 

present the annual roundup of RTPHW results, and weôll enjoy the holiday snacks that we brought to share. 
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Wednesday, November 12  

Adrian Binns  

The Naked Safari: Tales of East Africa  

Renowned for its peerless concentrations of wildlife, East Africa boasts an extraordinary diversity of 

mammals, particularly in the savannahs and eastern edge of the rain forests. Likewise, its hugely varied 

and abundant bird life make this part of Africa truly remarkable. There is so much more than just 

seeing the ñBig 5ò and saying you have been on safari. Come prepared for encounters and stories from 

the worldôs most famous wildlife sanctuaries. 

Adrian is a Fellow of the Delaware Valley Ornithological Society and a member of a very successful 

World Series of Birding team. We are pleased to welcome him once again as our speaker. 

Andy Smith and the Pantanal 

By Lauren Johnson 

 

At our October 8 meeting, the Reverend Andy Smith talked on ñBirds and Animals of Brazil: The 
Pantanal.ò The Pantanal, he explained, is a dry, grassy savannah, but, in the wet season, 80% of the 

Pantanal, an area ten times the size of the Everglades, is covered in water. Beautiful photographs 

accompanied Smith's brief explanations and identifications. He introduced us to the unique fauna of the 

Pantanal: The Ocelot, Pantanal Cat, Maned Wolf, Capybara, and Spectacled Caiman appeared close-up 

on the screen. A Marsh Deer rested placidly while a giant cowbird perched on its back. And, of course, 

the birds were abundant. Young jabirus, which are large storks, stretched their necks out of their big 

messy nest. A whimsical-looking striped owl cocked its head at the audience. White woodpeckers 

feasted on a beeôs nest. Oohs and aahs from the audience showed appreciation for the spectacular 

photographs. In these days of high gas prices, travel without leaving the Marple Township Library is at 

its best with BCDC! View Andy Smithôs photos at http://www.andysmithphotography.com. 

September 2008: Don Freiday 

By Sheryl Johnson 

 

The Birding Club of Delaware County kicked off its 2008-2009 season with a humorous program by 

Don Freiday titled ñHow to Misidentify a Bird Like an Expert.ò From the Barred Owl that was really 

a mop-head to the Bald Eagle that turned into a roaring airplane, Don held our attention and kept us in 

stitches. There was a serious side to the multitudinous vignettes, however, when Don presented reasons 

why beginners and experts make mistakes. Beginners make errors (a hairy woodpecker mistaken for a 

loon) because of what they donôt know, while experts make errors (an airplane for a displaying 

hummingbird) because of their expectations based on previous experience. Don suggested that the best 

question to ask first is: ñIs it a bird?ò followed by ñWhat else could it be?ò His array of amusing 

anecdotes were chosen to be both entertaining and informative and made for a most enjoyable program. 

Thank you, Don, for a lighthearted introspective into our mistakes. We all had a good laugh. 

Program Heads -up & Recaps  

http://www.andysmithphotography.com
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The 2008 Bluebird season has been a good one. 

We monitors need to say a special thanks to 

BCDC: The Club has provided our trail group 

with $300 for the coming year. This made up 

for corporate sponsors who previously had 

given to the trail but did not donate to us this 

year. We also received $100 from Sun East 

Credit Union, whose president and employees 

monitor boxes at Elwyn. Some of you may 

remember Scott Edwards, who is presently 

working for Sun East and heads up the monitors 

there. 

We presently have 347 boxes in Delaware 

County and along the Willistown Trail in 

Chester County. This summer we fledged 514 

Bluebirds. Last yearôs totals were 310 boxes 

and 508 Bluebirds fledged. Curiously, we 

always get a few white Bluebird eggs in with 

the usual blue ones. This year we saw 16 white 

eggs out of a total of 588 

eggs as opposed to 3 last 

year. The babies turn out 

just fine, but the various 

Bluebird societies always 

want to know how many 

white eggs we get. 

We put up 37 new boxes this year, but this 

summerôs ratio of Bluebirds fledged per box 

(1.48 BBôs per box) is slightly less than last 

yearôs (1.6 per box). We 

continue to battle weather 

and predators. This yearôs 

interventions included 

putting fledglings in nests 

other than their own when something happened 

to the parents and putting hand warmers under 

nests on chilly nights. Only one adoptee out of 

four made it, but the warmed nests really 

worked! 

Our group fledged 304 Tree Swallows from 91 

boxes. House Wrens and House Sparrows 

continue to be a problem. Not everyone counts 

them, so we have no good estimate of how 

many of these we got. 

This year we had 40+ monitors, including seven 

at the Willistown trail. This trail fledged 112 of 

the seasonôs 514 Bluebirds, a real boost to our 

numbers. Laura Tracy and Marion Murphy will 

be cutting down on their monitoring activities 

there, but some of our new monitors helped at 

that location. New monitors include Judy 

Burns, Joy Lawrence, Sue Lucas, Sarah Neto, 

Nedra Lexow, and Gerri Peevers. 25 monitors 

belong to BCDC. We will have new trails next 

year that will need monitors. If you are 

interested in finding out how you can help, give 

me a call at 610-544-9057. 

Delaware County Bluebird Trail  
By Alice Sevareid 

BCDC Auction  at the February 2009 Meeting 
  

BCDC is pleased to announce we will once again hold an auction to raise funds to assist with the costs 

of speakersô fees. The format will be similar to our two previous successful auctions with open 
bidding, silent auction and bucket raffles on a wide variety of ornithological items. 

We will begin collecting auction items - bird related items only - such as books, optics, artwork, 

feeders, etc. beginning with the November meeting. 

NO AUCTION ITEMS WILL BE ACCEPTED THE NIGHT OF THE AUCTION . 

 

Please contact Nick Pulcinella (610-696-0687 or nickpulcinella@verizon.net) with any questions or if 

you are willing be an auctioneer. 

mailto:nickpulcinella@verizon.net
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Ring-necked Pheasant was reported on the 

Rocky Run Trail in Middletown Twp 3/5 by 

Tom Reeves and at Hildacy Farm on 5/13 by 

Skip Conant. A Northern Bobwhite was seen 

and photographed by Sue and Vance Downing at 

their home in Thornbury Twp on 5/11. Neither 

of these birds was found close to any known 

game farms. Although both species were once 

fairly common in Delaware County, they are 

now so rare that escapees must always be 

considered when these species are spotted. 

Shorebirds reported from the DelCo portion of 

Tinicum this spring were Black-bellied Plover, 

Semipalmated Plover, Greater and Lesser 

Yellowlegs, Semipalmated Sandpiper, Least 

Sandpiper, Ruddy Turnstone, White-rumped 

Sandpiper, Dunlin, Least and Semipalmated 

Sandpipers. 

For Wilsonôs Snipe in the spring, check out the 

wet area known as Firemanôs Pond at 

Philadelphia Airport. Al Guarente found 51 

there on 3/16. Displaying American Woodcock 

were enjoyed at Hildacy Farm 3/14 by Doris 

McGovern and by me at Darlington Tract 3/16. 

In early April Doris McGovern received a 

surprise email about a pair of Barred Owls in 

the Riddlewood area of Media. The presence of 

this pair was confirmed on 4/9 by Doris. Over 

the years single Barred Owl  records have been 

recorded in each month and many sightings 

come from the Riddlewood area. It is possible 

these birds successfully nested, as the owner of 

the property reported third-hand information to 

me that a neighbor saw an adult feeding a young 

owl. 

Dave Washabaugh was surprised and very 

pleased to hear a Whip-poor-will  calling 

outside his home in Newtown Square on 4/12. It 

called for about an hour. He described it as a 

ñyouthful favoriteò and tells how he used to fall 

asleep in Erie to the ñsound of the freight train 

and the call of the Whip-poor-will.ò 

The winner of the first reported Ruby-throated 

Hummingbird  of the season award goes to 

Janis Zane, 4/30. 

 

Ridley Creek State Park, specifically the Bridle 

Path area, is the hotbed of spring passerine  

 

birding in the county. Flycatchers passing 

through this spring were Olive-sided 

Flycatcher, Yellow-Bellied Flycatcher and 

Least Flycatcher. 

Most DelCo birders that I spoke to felt this 

season was notable for good numbers of some 

not-so-common migrant warblers. Tennessee 

Warblers were seen regularly 5/1-5/24 at the 

Bridle Path as well as reports from Haverford 

College by Sheryl Johnson and at Swarthmore 

College by Al Guarente. Although not an 

uncommon migrant, Black-throated Green 

Warblers were particularly abundant this 

spring. Likewise, reports of Blackburnian 

Warbler  were plentiful, including a male and 

female in the same tree in Glen Mills spotted by 

Jamie Pugliese. Also, Canada Warblers 

seemed to be all over the park. I was treated to a 

Yellow-throated Warbler  singing from a large 

sycamore tree at the Bridle Path on 5/29.  Bay-

breasted Warbler was seen twice (5/15 & 5/19) 

at the Bridle Path by Al Guarente. 

Cerulean Warbler has not nested in Delaware 

County in a number of years. Al Guarente found 

an individual male 5/10 at the Bridle Path and 

hopes were raised on 5/22 when a male, 

apparently singing on territory, was found just 

downstream from the Gradyville Road Bridge. 

This individual remained through 5/26 but was 

not seen afterward. Alas, no females were seen. 

Mourning Warblers  also put on a nice show. 

One, or at most two, will be found in Delaware 

County during spring migration in some years. 

This season Mourning Warblers were reported 

on four different dates and at least three, maybe 

four, individuals were present on the Bridle Path 

5/24. 

Delaware County was visited by three Tanager 

species this spring. Besides the usual Scarlet 

Tanagers was a Western Tanager on 4/13. 

Originally found in the Philadelphia portion of 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Heinz Refuge, it was noted to cross the boundary 

into Delaware County on several occasions by 

Doris McGovern. A Summer Tanager was 

heard singing at Swarthmore College on 5/4 by 

Larry Little. Unfortunately the bird was not 

relocated. 

 

Summer 

Summer excitement for Delaware County birders 

was provided by an adult Yellow-crowned 

Night-Heron near the Brandywine Creek in 

Chadds Ford. Larry Little first found the bird 

7/22 on the Chester County side of the 

Brandywine Creek at Route 1  crossed over the 

creek and settled in a marsh adjacent to Hankôs 

Restaurant. It was subsequently viewed regularly 

in that marsh from the restaurant parking lot by 

many observers until 7/31. Yellow-crowned 

Night-Heron is a rare irregular summer visitor 

to our county and this is the first report outside 

the Tinicum area. This marsh turned out to be a 

nice spot. Also viewed from Hankôs lot were 

families of Wood Ducks and as many as 6 

Great Egrets and 6 Green Herons. 

Two Osprey nests were active on the Delaware  

 

River. One in Chester near Harrahôs Casino and 

another in Marcus Hook.  I attempted to monitor 

the Chester nest for success. Although there was 

a pair tending the nest every time I checked, I 

never viewed hatchlings. Close access to the nest 

was difficult and I managed to get myself kicked 

out of the Harrahôs parking garage when I set up 

my scope in an attempt to look down into the 

nest. 

The DelCo Bald Eagle nest, sitting on private 

property and obscured from distant viewing by 

leaf-out of the trees, was monitored by the State 

Game Commission. Happily, one eaglet fledged 

on June 24. 

A Brown Creeper was spotted at Tyler 

Arboretum on 6/18 by Tom Reeves. Classified as 

ñaccidentalò in summer in Delaware County, this 

species nested at Tyler in 1984 and a dead 

unaged individual was found in a Media parking 

lot 7/12/06. Though Brown Creeper should still 

be classified as accidental in summer, DelCo 

birders should be alert to the possibility of a 

change in this status and additional reports would 

be appreciated. 

There is a lot going on in the county. So go out 

there and bird and let me know what you see! 

(Continued from page 6) 

 

The Rose Tree Redtails rose to the challenge of the Big Sit for the third year in 

a row at the Rose Tree Park Hawkwatch on Sunday, October 12. The Big Sit 

is an international event sponsored yearly on the second Sunday in October by 

Birdwatcherôs Digest. The aim for each team is to count every species seen or 

heard from within a 17-foot diameter circle in a 24-hour period. 

The regular hawkwatch site was moved just for the day nearer to the edge of 

the woods, a habitat more conducive to observing songbirds while still letting 

counters spot migrating raptors. BCDC members Holly Merker and Skip Conant started at 7:00 AM and 

observed 28 species in the first two hours. Jim Lockyer arrived at 9:00 and helped put a dent in the 

oatmeal raisin cookies provided by Ginny Conant before the other nine human Redtails showed up. The 

total tally for the day was 49 species, just one fewer than the high count in 2006. (The count for 2007 

was 47 species.) 

Some interested visitors stopped by ï always a welcome part of birding in such a public place. Other 

Rose Tree Redtail Big Sit team members included Bob Kelly, Dave and Sandy Washabaugh, and Jamie 

Pugliese. You can part of the Big Sit next year! 
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The Birding Club of Delaware County (BCDC) is open to 
birders (bird-watchers) of all levels and interests. 
The club provides a nurturing environment for both novice 
and expert birders who share the common interest of 
recreational birding.  
 

Membership in the BCDC will 
provide an opportunity to bird and 
learn with some of the most capable 
birders in our area. 
  

The BCDC has regular monthly 
meetings from September through 
June each year featuring noted 
speakers and birding programs. Bird 
walks and field trips are offered to 
members on a frequent and regular 
basis.  
 

The BCDC also sponsors and 
supports citizen science projects 
including the Rose Tree Park 
HawkWatch (RTP_HW) which is 
conducted each spring and fall at Rose Tree Park, Media, 
PA during the raptor migration periods.  
 

BCDC meetings are held the second Wednesday of each 
month (September through May with the June meeting 
being a picnic meeting at Ridley Creek State Park) at the 
Marple Township Library Meeting Room in Broomall, PA 
at 7:30PM (see map). Guests are always welcome. 

For further information regarding the BCDC and its 
activities please visit our websites: 
 

 Birding Club of Delaware County  

 www.bcdelco.org  
 
 Rose Tree Park HawkWatch  

         www.rtphawkwatch.org  

 
A BCDC membership runs from 
September through August of the 
following year. A membership 
application is provided below. Simply 
make your check out to BCDC, fill in 
the application and return it with your 
check to John D'Amico, 1841 
Kimberwick Road, Media, PA, 19063. 
 

For additional information regarding 
BCDC membership, please contact: 
 John D'Amico  
 610.566.1461 
 membership@bcdelco.org  

 

For additional information regarding 
the Rose Tree Park HawkWatch, 
please contact: 
 Jim Lockyer  
 610.565.2873 
 info@bcdelco.org  

  

Become a member of the BCDC today and start 
enjoying the benefits tomorrow.

Membership Application 2008 - 2009 Season (September 2008 through August 2009) 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 

%  

 Name 

 Address 

 City/State/ZIP 

 Phone Home  Work 

 Email address 

       

 

Membership Application  

New Renewal 

Please make your check payable to BCDC and send to: John  D'Amico, 1841 Kimberwick Road,  Media PA, 19063  

Membership Type 

Sustaining - $50 

Supporting - $40 

Family - $30 

Individual - $20 

 


