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The Birding Club of Delaware County 
is a birding club Located in Delaware 
County, Pennsylvania, with the pur-

pose of expanding individual interest 

in and study of wild birds.  
 

The Birding Club of Delaware County 
is open to birders and bird watchers of 

all skill levels. 
 

Membership is from September 

through August. 
 

Meetings are held the 2nd Wednesday 
of each month from September 
through June at the Marple Township 
Library Meeting Room. Meetings 

begin at 7:30PM. 

Guests are always welcome. 
 

For additional information regarding 
membership, please contact John 

DôAmico at 610-566-1461  

or email membership@bcdelco.org. 
 

Websites 

BCDC: www.bcdelco.org 

RTPHW: www.rtphawkwatch.org 
 

All materials, illustrations and photos 
are copyrighted 2009, by the Birding 

Club of Delaware County, all rights 

reserved.  

 November 2009 

 Volume 12, Issue 2 

Page 

1 Programs & Meetings 
 

2 Field Trip Schedule 
 

3 Winter Sightings 

 By Dave Eberly 
 

4 Raptors & Students 

 By Holly Merker 
 

6 BCDC Grants 

 By Sheryl Johnson 
 

7 Nest Boxes 

 By Kevin Fryberger 
 

8 Local Bird Alerts 

 By Nick Pulcinella 

N E W S L E T T E R  

Inside This Issue 

November 11 

David S. Wilcove 

The Decline of the World's Great Animal Migrations: Why It's 
Happening. Why It Matters. 
One of natureôs great wonders is the migration of animals, guided by 

instinct and landmarks. Join Professor David Wilcove, professor of 

Ecology, Evolutionary Biology, and Public Affairs at Princeton University, 

as he discusses the dangers todayôs migrants face and how the 

cooperation of people and governments across the globe is required to 

preserve the journeys of many of these species. 
  

*December 9 (at Church of the Redeemer in Springfield) 

Andy Smith 

Ten Million Years and Counting: Sandhill Cranes on the Platte River 
Each spring over 500,000 Sandhill Cranes gather along the Platte River in 

Nebraska where they feed on crop remains in nearby cornfields. Witness 

the spectacle through the eyes and ears of our speaker, Andy Smith, a 

professional nature photographer living in Devon PA. Learn more at 

www.andysmithphotography.com. 

 

January 13 

Edie Parnum and Barb Elliot 

Attracting Birds to Your Yard  

Learn how to lure avian visitors in all seasons with food, water, cover, 

and places to raise their young. Barb Elliot, PhD, and Edie Parnum, are 

Co-Directors of Backyards for Nature, a program of Valley Forge 

Audubon Society. Their mission is to "inspire and teach people to create 

healthy habitats in their yards by planting native plants and providing the 

essentials for wildlife to thrive."  

Program & Meeting News  

*CHANGE OF VENUE  
FOR DECEMBER 9, 2009 MEETING ONLY:  
Church of the Redeemer, Springfield PA.  

More information on page 7  

http://www.andysmithphotography.com
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BCDC FIELD TRIPS 
 

 

November 2, Monday ð Hidden Valley, PA -  Saw- whet Owl Banding  

For directions and time contact the trip leader.  

Leader: Sheryl Johnson  610-649 -4621 
 

November 7, Saturday ð Crosslands -  Field Birds  

8:00 AM. Meet at the Crosslands Center, off of Route 926  

Leader: Dale Kendell  610-793 -0291 
 

November 22, Sunday ð Chester County ð Lakes of Chester County  

7:00 AM. Meet at Boscov's parking lot at Exton Mall. 3/4 -day trip. Bring a lunch.  

Leader: Holly Merker  610-733 -4392  
 

December 3, Thursday ð Conowingo Dam & Perryville Park ð Eagles at Conowingo  

8:00 AM. Meet at the Fisherman's parking lot below the dam  

Leader: Janis Zane  610-361-8477  
 

December 5, Saturday ð Forsythe & Barnegat, NJ ð Waterfowl & Short - eared Owl  

8:00 AM. Meet at the parking lot at Forsythe NWR (Brigantine) for a Full Day Trip.  

Leader: Tom McParland  610-331-1863 
 

December 19, Saturday -  Delaware County, PA -  Glenolden Christmas Count  

Annual Christmas Bird Count in Delco  

Coordinator: Nick Pulcinella  610-696 -0687  
 

January 1, Friday -  Delaware Coast -  Big Al does Big Day in Delaware  

6:00 AM. Meet at MacDonald's at I -95 & Route 452 in Aston, PA  

Leader: Al Guarente  610-566 -8266  
 

January 16, Saturday ð Philadelphia ð Waterfowl in Roosevelt Park  
Leader: Tom Reeves 610-361-8027  

 

 

IMPORTANT NOTES  

Please contact the field trip leader in advance so you can be notified of any changes.  

Plan to arrive 15 minutes prior to departure time.  

Please check our website at www.bcdelco.org for updates.  
 Field Trip Coordinator: Al Guarente, 610 -566 -8266  

BCDC Field Trips: Fun! Free! Informative!  
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Winter 2008 -2009 in Delaware County  
By Dave Eberly 

Editorôs Note: Read this summary of last 

winterôs sightings for ideas on what to look for 

in the coming months! 

 

Proof that winter is not a time for birders to 

hide indoors was provided in Delaware County 

this year. A number of rarities were reported, 

including two first county records: Rossôs Goose 

and LeConteôs Sparrow. 

The Christmas Bird Count on December 20 

was aided by a winter storm in New England 

which helped push record numbers of geese 

through the county. 1,856 Snow Geese smashed 

the previous CBC record of 506 in 2001. Jim 

Lockyer and Janet Crawford picked a Rossôs 

Goose out of a flock that flew over Gleave 

Baker Park in Middletown Township. This was a 

first CBC and first Delaware County record of 

this species. Nick Pulcinella found a Cackling 

Goose in Chester and Chris Walters spotted one 

in Elwyn. The count tallied 15,880 Canada 

Geese, exceeding the previous CBC high. 

On Count Day, I found A Red-necked 

Grebe, a rare winter visitor to Delco, at the 

Morton Homestead. What was presumably the 

same bird was seen again at the same location on 

3/8 by Brian Byrnes. A single Great 

Cormorant  continued a recent CBC trend: This 

species has been recorded almost annually since 

1993 even though there was only one CBC 

record prior to that (1984). 

Kevin Fryberger found a drake Eurasian 

Wigeon on Brinton Lake on February 16; it 

stayed around until the lake froze over shortly 

after 2/20. 

A pair of Bald Eagles was on the same nest 

that hosted a successful fledgling last season. 

The birds were seen on several occasions into 

early spring. I have no word on whether the nest 

successfully fledged this year or not. Speaking 

of eagles, the CBC tallied a new high 13 Bald 

Eagles, surpassing the 2007 high of seven. An 

immature Northern Goshawk surprised and 

pleased Tom McParland as it flushed along 

Crum Creek at Swarthmore College on 1/5. A 

light phase Rough-legged Hawk was spotted by 

a LeConteôs Sparrow searcher at Darlington on 

February 1. Jacob Socolar, a Swarthmore 

College student, has repeatedly seen a Merlin 

perched on the same tree near Parrish Hall over 

the last two winters. The only Peregrine Falcon 

report was of one flying over the commercial 

district of Media on January 15 by Jim Lockyer. 

Happily, a Ring-necked Pheasant was 

found on the CBC at Darlington by John 

DôAmico. It is good to know that some 

individuals of this species are still around. 

Bonaparteôs Gulls are not uncommon on 

the Delaware River in winter, but Jamie Pugliese 

was surprised by one flying over Tyler 

Arboretum on 1/19. Perhaps consistent with a 

continent-wide trend, Lesser Black-backed 

Gulls, once accidental in the county, were 

reported twice: Nick Pulcinella spotted one on 

the Delaware River in Chester for the CBC and 

Brian Byrnes saw two at Tinicum-Delco on 

2/15. 

Black-capped Chickadees were scarce. 

Four were found on the CBC (data from two 

counties); the only other report was on January 

21 by Tom Reeves at Tyler. After last yearôs 

invasion, Red-breasted Nuthatches were found 

in low numbers. All of my reports came from 

Tyler by Tom Reeves and Jim Lockyer. 

Nick and Sharon Pulcinella found a Pine 

Warbler  in Marcus Hook on the CBC. Don and 

Carol Storey hosted a Pine Warbler at their 

feeder from January through March. A female 

Eastern Towhee visited Mariana Pesthyôs 

winter feeder from January to early March. 

Clearly, the highlight of the season came on 

Sunday, January 25 when Al Guarente was 

checking sparrows at the Darlington Tract and 
(Continued on page 8) 
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For the last ten years, a 

primary mission of our Rose 

Tree Park Hawkwatch 

(RTPHW) has been to 

educate the local community, 

particularly our future 

generation: kids.  Once again 

this year, RTPHW was 

pr ivi leged to provide 

education programming for 

area schools. 

Students from Sun Valley 

High School (Penn Delco 

School District) visited the 

hawkwatch on October 6 and 

7 this year.  Mostly seniors, 

these kids study various 

topics in ecology under teacher Adria Hughes, 

who brings her Ecology students to RTPHW to 

learn more about raptor conservation, migration, 

and identification.  This year, the groups on both 

days were lucky enough to view several 

migrating raptors and take closer looks at the 

differences between Turkey Vultures and Black 

Vultures.  After comparing the two vultures, the 

students learned more about how the two species 

can work together in a symbiotic relationship. 

Our hawkwatch is especially fortunate to be a 

regular destination for Radnor Middle Schoolôs 

7th grade ñWatershedò program taught by award-

winning and inspiring environmental educators,  

Banny Ackerman and Jon Savitch.  This year 

again, the ñWatersheddersò made five visits to 

Rose Tree Park.  We gave the students a brief 

history of hawkwatching and an explanation of 

how our seasonal totals contribute to the bigger 

picture of raptor populations in the Northeastern 

United States.  The topic of raptor conservation 

ties in nicely with watershed education and 

RTPHW provides the perfect backdrop for real 

time observation and identification of these 

fantastic aerial predators. 

Teachers Jon and Banny assign each student a 

particular hawk species to study.  This requires 

extensive journaling, including detailed 

illustrations and field notes.  While visiting the 

hawkwatch, these students are excited to look for 

- and even see! -  their assigned birds. 

Thanks to the BCDC Board of Directors, 

students who visit the hawkwatch can use 

quality binoculars to scan the skies.  Their 

excited exclamations of, ñWOW!ò and ñThese 

are AWESOME!ò are a tribute to our bird clubôs 

commitment to future generations. Because of 

the fine optics our club has provided, the kids are 

Raptors and Students  
By Holly Merker 

Eager students proudly show us their impressive journal entries.  
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granted a closer look at the birds passing through 

and feel the awe of taking that closer look at a 

magnificent bird in flight. 

This year, all of the visiting groups of students 

were lucky enough to view several migrant 

hawks, including Osprey, Bald Eagles, Northern 

Harrier, Sharp-shinned and Cooperôs Hawks, 

Red-tailed Hawks, 

Broad-winged Hawks, 

and American Kestrel.  

Some days were better 

than others, as goes 

with all birding, but 

each group got to add a 

little more to its 

knowledge of the birds 

around them. The 

teachers are st il l 

holding out hope that, 

someday, a Golden 

Eagle will pass over 

while their groups are 

visiting! 

T h r o u g h  t h e s e 

programs, we are 

reaching out towards 

the future of our natural world, and maybe, just 

maybe, encouraging the seed of a future birder to 

grow and blossom.  Please come out and join in 

the fun of helping young eyes discover hawks in 

flight next fall. Itôs fun for everyone, and 

especially gratifying to any birder to help share 

enthusiasm and knowledge with a young person! 

A closer look at a detailed sketch of a Sharp -shinned Hawk 
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