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On May 12, the BCDC Cape Island Coyotes (sponsored by 

Exelon/PECO) competed in World Series of Birding for the 

5th consecutive year. For this, New Jersey Audubon Societyôs 

24th annual WSB, we chose to participate in the Limited 

Geographic division ï our ñplaying fieldò was Cape Island, 

the area separated from Cape May County by the canal that runs from the Delaware 

Bay to the Atlantic Ocean. Though small (roughly 6 square miles), Cape Island 

boasts habitat varying from maritime dune forest to grassy fields to swampy 

bottomland to tidal marshes and beaches. Throw in two complete tidal cycles during 

the 24-hour competition and the need for expert strategy is of critical importance! 

 

Your team was up for both the preliminary scouting and actual competition. The 

Coyotes added a new member to our pack when WSB Rookie Gary Becker joined 

last yearôs crew of Founders Tom McParland and Bill Roache and returning 

(Continued on page 6) 
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The Birding Club of Delaware County 

is a birding club Located in Delaware 

County, Pennsylvania, with the purpose 

of expanding individual interest in and 

study of wild birds.  

The Birding Club of Delaware County 

is open to birders and bird watchers of 

all skill levels. 

Membership is from September through 

August. 

Meetings are held the 2nd Wednesday of 

each month from September through 

June at the Marple Township Library 

Meeting Room. Meetings begin at 

7:30PM. 

Guests are always welcome. 

For additional information regarding 

membership, please contact John 

DôAmico at 610-566-1461  

or email  membership@bcdelco.org. 

Websites 

BCDC: www.bcdelco.org 

RTPHW: www.rtphawkwatch.org 

All materials, illustrations and photos 

are copyrighted 2007, by the Birding 

Club of Delaware County, all rights 

reserved.  
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BCDC FIELD TRIPS 
 

IMPORTANT NOTES 

Please contact trip leader in advance so you can be notified of any changes. 

Plan to arrive 15 minutes prior to departure time. 
 

September 9, Sunday - Ridley Creek State Park - Headquarters area and Bridle Path - 

Fall Migrants.  

7:30 am. Meet at Park office upper parking lot at for a 2+ hr. trip. 

Leader John DôAmico (610-566-1461) 

 

September 15, Saturday - Higbeeôs Beach, NJ. Fall Migrants. 

7:30 am. Meet at Higbeeôs Beach parking lot. 

Leader Bill Roache (610-789-6269 or 609-898-1535) 

 

September 30, Sunday - Hawk ID Workshop - Rose Tree Park. 

1:00-4:00 pm. 

You need to pre-register. Check website for details. 

Contact Holly Merker at 610-733-4392 or holly@rtphawkwatch.org. 

 

October 13, Saturday - Higbeeôs Beach, NJ. Sparrows and Late Fall Migrants. 

8:00 am. Meet at Higbeeôs Beach parking lot. 

Leader Bill Roache (610-789-6269 or 609-898-1535) 

 

October 27, Saturday - Koch Farm - Sparrow Workshop. 

For directions and times contact leader Nick Pulcinella (610-696-0687). 

 

November 2, Friday - Saw-whet Owl Banding. 

For directions and times contact leader  Sheryl Johnson (610-649-4621) 

 

November 10, Saturday - Bake Oven Knob with Wyncote Bird Club. 

8:30 am. Meet at Knob parking lot. 

Leader Andy Fayer (215-542-8114) 

 

November 25, Sunday - Lakes of Chester County. 

7:00 am. Meet at Boscovôs parking lot in Exton for a Ĳ day trip. Bring lunch. 

Leader Holly Merker (610-733-4392) 

 

Check website at www.bcdelco.org for add - ons or cancellations.  
 

Field Trip Coordinator: Bill Roache (610 - 789 - 6269)  
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Safe Harbor ï Observatory Road, Lancaster County 

May 12, 2007: 7 participants and 72 species  
 

The spring day was beautiful and hot for our outing along the Conestoga Creek and the Susquehanna Overlook, 

and we saw 12 warbler species altogether. Along the Conestoga, we had excellent looks at several nest-building 

Baltimore Orioles, Warbling Vireos and Yellow Warblers. Two Pileated Woodpeckers worked the tall deciduous 

trees, and we saw two immature and one adult Bald Eagles. We had fleeting looks at two Yellow-throated 

Warblers and a Cerulean Warbler.   

Leaving the creek area, we moved upland to Observatory Road, which consists mostly of scrub thickets and 

edge. Our reward was close scope views of at least six Yellow-breasted Chats, five Prairie Warblers , and Blue-

winged and Chestnut-sided Warblers. The view of the Susquehanna from the overlook was a bit hazy, but we did 

find several Double-crested Cormorants, Great Blue Herons and many Ring-billed Gulls. 

 

 

Big Bend Farm, Chadds Ford, Delaware County 

May 26, 2007: 12 participants and 61 species 
 

This trip was aimed at finding late spring migrants and early breeding birds. We saw nesting activity by 

Warbling Vireo , Red-eyed Vireo, Tree Swallow, Carolina Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse, Blue-gray 

Gnatcatcher, Eastern Bluebird, Wood Thrush, American Robin, Gray Catbird , Yellow Warbler , Song 

Sparrow, Orchard Oriole and Baltimore Oriole .  

In the drier scrub areas near the main barn we watched four Yellow-breasted Chats and heard at least four 

Willow Flycatchers. We also had good looks at perched and flying Yellow-billed Cuckoos. The only late migrant 

was a male Canada Warbler that we found singing along the Brandywine Creek. Some other birds were six Great-

crested Flycatchers. Brown Thrasher, 30-40 Cedar Waxwings, Louisiana Waterthrush, five Indigo Buntings, 

four Orchard Orioles, eight Baltimore Orioles and, as we were leaving the area, a male Yellow-throated Vireo. 

 

 

Bombay Hook NWR, Smyrna, DE 

August 4, 2007: 7 participants and 71 species 
 

Billed as a Shorebird Workshop, this trip was to study the many species of shorebirds that migrate through 

Bombay Hook at this season. We were not disappointed, as we were able to study 14 species of shorebirds. We had 

opportunities for side-by-side comparisons of Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs, Semipalmated, Least and Western 

Sandpipers, Stilt Sandpipers and Short-billed Dowitchers and Griseus and Hendersoni races of Short-billed 

Dowitcher. We also had good looks at American Avocet, breeding plumaged Dunlin , Pectoral Sandpiper, Black-

necked Stilt with young, Semipalmated Plover, and a very frantic Wilsonôs Phalarope.  

Though shorebirds were our primary focus, we enjoyed many other good birds. We saw eight heron species, 

including good looks at a few adult Yellow-crowned Night-Herons, Tri -colored Heron and many close Great 

Egrets. We counted six Bald Eagles in view at once and had a quick view of a close Cooperôs Hawk and distant 

Northern Harrier . There was a very obliging Clapper Rail who gave a good look and we were fortunate to have a 

close, cooperative Seaside Sparrow as well as a few Marsh Wrens. The temperatures quickly soared to the mid-

nineties, but to our advantage a slight breeze kept the insect activity low.             

Field Trip Recap  
By Nick Pulcinella 

We welcome membersõ contributions to our newsletter, so if you have reports, announcements, reviews, poetry, 
or essays that would be of interest to our BCDC birding community, please submit them to the editor:  

Chris Blidan, e -mail: newsletter@bcdelco.org (phone: 610 -566 -0937).  
 

The deadline for the November newsletter is Wednesday, October 31, 2007.  
 

Please see page 7 for important news about the BCDC Newsletter! 
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Tinicum Elementary School Birding Trip  
 

BCDC Member Linda Waldie escorted her class of Tinicum School fourth-graders to 

the John Heinz Refuge in Philadelphia on Tuesday, May 8. 

Their report below gives us a taste of the excitement of these junior birders. 

 

 During the trip we saw lots of birds, such as the Great Blue Heron, the Yellow Warbler , the 

Cormorant , Blue Jays, Woodpeckers, Chickadees, the Baltimore Oriole , Red-winged Blackbirds, 

and the list goes on! The weather was nice with sunny skies and temperatures in the 70ôs. We also saw 

turtles, frogs, deer, and squirrels. We had to pick off a few ticks! Unfortunately, one of our students 

lost his hat in the impoundment! We ate lunch on the boardwalk and had a great view! We had super 

close-up looks of Tree and Barn Swallows! The Great Blue Heron and the Osprey flew over us! We 

stopped at the gift shop in the Visitor Center and headed back to school! We'd like to thank Miss Chris 

for escorting us and sharing her time and knowledge! 

 

Very Sincerely, 

Mrs. Waldie and 4W (the W stand for wonderful!) 

BCDC 

10th Anniversary  

Banquet  

Wednesday, April 16, 2008  

Speaker: Kevin Karlson  
Springfield Country Club  

 

Birding Club of Delaware County  
Officers and Directors 2007 -2008  

 

President: Nick Pulcinella  
Vice President: Bill Roache (also Field Trip Coordinator)  
Treasurer: Susan DõAmico (also Library Liaison) 
Secretary: Janis Zane  
 
Directors  
Chris Blidan (also Newsletter Editor)  
John DõAmico (also Membership Chair) 
David Eberly  
Chris Pugliese 
Linda Waldie (also 50/50 Coordinator)  
 

Save 

The  

Date !  
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 Those of you at our May meeting witnessed the presentation of awards honoring our newest Fellows, 
Al Guarente and the late Helen McWilliams. Families of both honorees were in attendance to hear heartfelt 

remarks by Nick Pulcinella and Shirley Robbins, recapped below.  

  

BCDC Fellowship Awards 

The Board of Directors of the Birding Club of Delaware County awards fellowships to give special 
recognition to BCDC members who exemplify our clubõs stated goal of expanding individual interest in 
and study of wild birds. Nominations for BCDC Fellows of 2008 are due by December 31, 2007. Please 
submit your nominations in the form of a letter (either on paper or by email) to Secretary Janis Zane.  
 

Please consider the following guidelines in making your nominations:  
The nominee should be an active BCDC member for at least two (2) years * The nominee should have 
made outstanding contributions to BCDC  either through service as an officer or director or through 
distinguished contributions to ornithology in Delaware County and its environs * Current officers and 
board members are not eligible * Relatives may not nominate relatives *Nominations may be post -
humous * All persons nominated but not selected will have their names retained for consideration in a 
future year.  

 
BCDC Secretary Janis Zane (secretary@bcdelco.org) 420 Ivy Lane, Glen Mills PA 19342  

Al Guarente epitomizes the Delaware County 
birder. He has been a driving force in birding 
Delaware County since childhood. With his patient 
and instructive ways, he has been a mentor to many 
new birders, who in turn, have gone on to be 
outstanding birders in their own right. 
 
Al was influential in the establishment of this bird 
club. In the clubôs formative days, many meetings 
were held at his home laying the groundwork 
shaping this organization. 
  
Al has participated in both Pennsylvania Breeding 
Bird Atlas projects and served as the Delaware 
County compiler for Pennsylvania Birds for several 
years. He has participated in the Glenolden 
Christmas Bird Count for 35 years. Many of Alôs 
field records were used in the clubôs publication 
Birds of Delaware County.  Al continues to lead 
walks for his Back to Nature Feed Store.  
 
As most who know Al, he has a quiet demeanor, 
which he uses to explain to new birders the 
subtleties of sparrow and shorebird identification 
and how to discriminate the chip notes of passing 
warblers as well as how to find and observe birds. 

Helen McWilliams was a delightful 
companion who was dedicated to 
teaching others to appreciate the 
world of birding and nature. A 
charter member of BCDC, she 
taught bi rding classes and 
introduced folks to local birding 

areas such as Ridley Creek, Tyler and Scott 
Arboretums, Tinicum, Little Crum Creek, and 
Morton Homestead, as well as farther afield in 
Delaware and the Poconos. 
 
When her failing health precluded long field trips, 
she enjoyed shorter trips with birding friends, and 
then, finally, delightful chats in her sunroom. 
 
Helen participated in Christmas counts and spring 
counts in Swarthmore. When she could no longer go 
out herself, she welcomed the counters to take 
breaks at her home; there were always feeders to 
check!  
 
Helen was both a teacher and a friend to many of her 
fellow birders. She passed away on August 30, 
2005, after several years of illness. 
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participant Jim Lockyer. Also new this year was our 

altered game plan: Start at 3:00 AM instead of 

midnight and take a break between 5 and 6 PM. With 

these changes we were able to bird for about 18 

hours.  
 

Weather leading up to the event was pretty lousy 

with foggy stagnant air in the mornings and hot and 

hazy afternoons. Friday night a small front crossed 

mid-Jersey and set the stage for a terrific Big Day in 

the south of the state. Our first stop was a relatively 

under-birded area along Bayshore Road, Hidden 

Valley Extension. Under a cloudless sky with dead 

calm winds, Bill elicited responses with Screech and 

Barred Owl calls. From the distance we heard actual 

Cape Island Coyotes baying at the quarter-moon. 

Eventually we picked up Cardinal, Mallard and, at 

last, Eastern Screech. 
 

Our scouting had 

been particularly 

rewarding in the tern 

department so our 

strategy was to reach 

the various jetties 

around Cape May 

Point early before the 

Saturday fishermen 

set in. In short order, 

we ticked Spotted 

a n d  P u r p l e 

sandpipers, and 

Ruddy Turnstone on 

the rocks. Over the 

bay, we spied 

Northern gannets, 

Black scoters, both 

loons, American 

Oystercatcher and the 

first of several Ospreys. At Cape May State Park we 

added Rough-winged swallow, Piping plover, 

Solitary sandpiper, Gadwall, and a very elusive Coot 

in the grassy edges of Bunker Pond. The years of 

eradication of invasive plants throughout the Park 

has dramatically changed the habitat for the better. 
 

Due to security restrictions, all six teams competing 

on Cape Island would have only 60 minutes of 

access at the Coast Guard station, starting at 3:00 pm 

sharp. After caravanning out to the northern edge of 

the base near Cold Spring Inlet, we all formed a line, 

scopes pointed toward the pilings along the rock 

jetty. Suddenly Jim started making alarming 

sputtering sounds and had us looking through his 

scope at a bird we could scarcely believe we were 

seeing. The whole idea at this point is to keep any 

discoveries to yourselves and to heck with the other 

teams ï I mean, weôre all out here to raise funds for 

good causes and all, but at the Coast Guard station, 

itôs every team for itself. We tallied Jimôs Harlequin 

duck (as did only one other of the six teams). 
 

Other highlights for the day included breeding 

plumaged Horned Grebe; Red Headed Woodpecker; 

all of the possible Swallows, including Cliff and 

Bank; a large willow tree full of over 50 Bobolinks; 

and 21 species of warbler, including Cape May, Pine 

and Blackburnian ï all quite rare in Spring south of 

the canal. We tallied 145 species, 20 more than our 

2006 effort. We finished third in the Cape Island 

division. (1st place team had 156 and the 2nd place 

t e a m  1 5 1 . )  B y 

comparison, the team that 

b irded Cumberland 

County (500 square miles 

and home to numerous 

world class birding 

locales) amassed 151 

species. We drove about 

50 miles and walked 

about 11. 
 

And, as is always the 

case during Big Days, we 

had some misses: Brown 

Thrasher, Tri-colored and 

Little Blue herons, either 

N u t h a t c h ,  C e d a r 

Waxwing come to mind. 
 

The Coyotes thank all of 

our supporters, especially 

our corporate sponsor 

E x e l o n / P E C O ,  i n 

particular, Mary Jane Roache. We also thank Honey 

Stewart for lending us her vehicle ï sorry about all 

the sand! This yearôs fund-raising effort looks to be 

our best to date! Again, thank you. 

 

 

Please send remaining pledges to 
BCDC 

c/o Bill Roache 

1388 Dermond Road 

Drexel Hill PA 19026 

(Continued from page 1: World Series) 


