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The Birding Club of Delaware
County is a birding club Located in
Delaware County, Pennsylvania,
with the purpose of expanding indi-
vidual interest in and study of wild
birds.

The Birding Club of Delaware
County is open to birders and bird
watchers of all skill levels.

Membership is from September
through August.

Meetings are held théQNednesday
of each month from September
through June at the Marple Townsh|
Library Meeting Room. Meetings
begin at 7:30PM.

Guests are always welcome.

For additional information regarding
membership, please contact John
D6 Ami c 0-56&14616 1 0

or email membership@bcdelco.org

Websites
BCDC: www.bcdelco.org
RTPHW: www.rtphawkwatch.org

All materials, illustrations and photos
are copyrighted 2008, by the Birding
Club of Delaware County, all rights
reserved.
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Message from the President
By Sheryl Johnson

Welcome

to the 2008 - 2009 season of the Birding Club of Delaware County!

Many of you have been with us since our inception, and many joined us to
celebrate our 10 anniversary this past April. We can take pride in qur
accomplishments, but where do we wish to be after twenty years? As BCDC
begins its second decade, we are looking to reach out to new members, particularly
youth. Bring a child, grandchild, niece, nephew or young neighbor to a program or
on a club walk.

Become a better birder by becoming involved in your club. Would you like tojjoin
our group of bluebird monitors or help build boxes? Would you like to learh to
identify migrating raptors? Perhaps you could lead a walk at your favorite bifding
locale. Have you written an article for the newsletter? Do you haverddated

items for donation to our auction? You know more than you realize, and you|have
a |l ot to give. Dondét be surprised |if
your assistanceMany hands make light work.look forward to working with
many of you in the next couple of years.

Opening Night Program: Wednesday, September 10
How to Misidentify a Bird Like an Expert

Don Freiday, whose misidentifications span 25 years over 20 states and 7
countries, will explain how and why birders, even expert birders, make
mistakes in the field.

Don is Director of Birding Progir ams
Cape May Bird ObservatoryA New Jersey native, he has worked in the
field of nature interpretation and/or wildlife biology for over 20 years. He
has led birding and nature tours to many states and countries. Go to
www.birdcapemay.orgto read his weekly online columnBirding
Fieldcraft, as well as frequent blogs on birds and birding in Cape May.



http://www.birdcapemay.org/

BCDC FIELD TRIPS

IMPORTANT NOTES

Please contact the field trip leader  in advance so you can be notified of any changes.

Plan to arrive 15 minutes prior to departure time.

September 20, Saturday Rustin High School Campus- Early Fall Migrants

8: 00 AM. Meet at the Visitorsodé Parking

Leader: Nick Pulcinella 610-696-0687

September 28, Sunday Haverford College - Late Fall Migrants

7: 30 AM. Meet at the Haverford Coll ege

Leader: Sheryl Johnson 6106494621

October 4, Saturday- Bake Oven Knob- Hawk Migration
8:30 AM. Meet at Long John Silver's in Fogelsville at Route 100.
Leader: Gary Becker 6103590560

October 12, Sunday Big Sit at Rose Tree Park- Nationwide bird spotting event
7:00 AM- 5:00 PM Rose Tree Park Hawk Watch

October 15, Wednesday Brandywine Conservancy- Fall Sparrows plus more
8:00 AM. Meet at the Waterloo parking lot on Waterloo Road.
Leader: Kevin Fryberger 610-721-3719

October 18, Saturday- Binky Lee Preserve- Late Fall Migrants
7:30 AM. Meet at Boscov's Parking Lot at Exton Mall.
Leader: Nick Pulcinella 610-696-0687

October 25, Saturday- Darlington Tract - Sparrows and other Late Migrants
8 AM. Meet at the Darlington Parking lot on Darlington Road.
Leader: Dave Eberly 6105433499

October 25, Saturday- Hidden Valley Sawwhet Owl Banding
For directions and time contact trip leader.
Leader: Sheryl Johnson 6106494621

(Continued on page 3)
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(Field Trips: Continued from page 2)

October 26, Sunday Okehoking Preserve- Late Migrants
9:00 AM. Meet at parking lot on West Chester Pike (Route 3) in Willistown.
Leader: Edie Parnum 610-964-8331

November 1, Saturday- Bombay Hook NWR - Waterfowl and (maybe) Rarities
8:00 AM. Meet at the Headquarters.
Leader: John D'Amico 6105661461

November 8, Saturdayi Crosslands- Field Birds
8:00 AM. Meet at the Crosslands Center, off of Route 926
Leader: Dale Kendell 6107930291

November 23, Sunday Lakes of Chester County
7:00 AM. Meet at Boscov's Parking Lot at Exton Mall for a 3/4 day trip. Bring lunch.
Leader: Holly Merker 6105181703

Please check our website at www.bcdelco.org for updates.
Field Trip Coordinator: Al Guarente, 610 -566-8266

Looking to Ahead to the October Meeting

Andy Smith will present Birds and Animals of _ Brazil: The Pantanal

The Pantanal is the world's largest wetland, a vast and important ecological area in the headwaters of the
Paraguay River that is home to over 700 species of birds and many species of &tmaien species include
many raptors and water birds, several varieties of kingfisher, caiman, ocelot and capybara.

Andy has had a passion for photography for many years, developing a large portfolio of slides as he traveled
around the world doing church work. In the last several years his interest in bringing people in touch with the
natural world has led to a focus on nature photography, with a particular emphasis on birds.

Learn more atvww.andysmithphotography.com

Annual Cradle of Birding Wildlife & Conservation Festival

When: Saturday, September 20 from 7:00 to 3:00

Where: John Heinz National Wildlife Refuge at Tinicum

What: Live Animals; Trolley Tours; Workshops; Music; Hying; BIRDING; Photography; Food;
Moreiand iitdés all Free!

Who: Sponsored by the US Fish & Wildlife Service and the Friends of the Heinz Wildlife Refuge a
Tinicum in partnership with the Delaware County Riverfront Ramble.

More Information: 215 -365-3118 or www.heinz.fws.gov



http://www.andysmithphotography.com/about_the_artist.htm
http://www.heinz.fws.gov

Visit to the Land of Castler

By Al Guarente

Recently, Sharon and | visited Germany for an Then we headed for the
extended stay. Our oldest son Chris, his wife = Neuschwanstein Castle
Christine, and our grandson Max are there for three built by the "mad" King
years while Chris is stationed at Spangdahlem Air Ludwig Il. This is where Disney got the idea for thell
Force Base. On our arrival at Frankfurt, Chris Cinderella Castle. The views were splendid, and the
reminded me that he couldn't stop on the Autobahn to mountains and lakes grand. At the castle werag
look at birds during the twhour drive to his home in  Martins and in the lakes werd&reat Crested
the village of Esch. Geez! Anyway, | picked out a Grebeswith their young.

few routine birds on the way, such &ommon
Buzzard, Eurasian Kestrel, Carrion Crow and
Common Swift.
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The next day we entered Austria and stopped
Salzburg, the birthplace of Mozart. They film&te
Sound of Musidhere, and as we toured the city alﬁ

Once at our temporary home away from home, | beautiful countryside we had to sing on the bus. M

rapidly picked outGreat Tit andBlue Tit and on the was the hit of the bus as he danced around to "Tlhe
lawn a Eurasian Blackbird. Sitting on the deck Lonely Goat Herd. o

later, | added the very commoRed Kite, a few

Greenfinch, European Goldfinch and aEuropean We headed back to Ger mdln
Serin. | did most of my local birding from a bicycle home. 6 Whil e bi ki ng, I d

since there are great bike trails everywhéfhite
Wagtails and Fieldfares were in the crop fields

addedEurasian Coot, Common Moorhen and a

—-—<
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Solitary Sandpiper fly up from the pond. | called
out, but then, as | rode away, | thought, "What a
thinking, this is Europe Solitary Sandpiper is not
over here!" So we turned around and flushed up not
one, but sevefsreen Sandpipers

very cutelittle Grebe. Later, Sharon and | saw
along with the omnipreselYood Pigeon | located a ’EI
gorgeous Kingfisher along the stream, plus a I
Chiffchaff and a Stonechat Linnets and Green
Woodpeckers were a little harder to find but not
uncommon.

After a few days, we took a foulay excursion to
southern Germany and Austria. In Heidelberg we
visited our first amazing castle. It perched high on
the hill to give us an excellent view of the city.
Standing on the balcony, we felt like royalty. Birds
actually on the castle grounds includsdithatch,
Chaffinch, and more Blackbirds.

Our next excursion was to Luxembourg and the to\ml
of Brugge in Belgium. This close to the North Sea
were able to ad&uropean Herring Gull, Common
Black-headed Gulls, Sandwich Terns, Northern
Lapwings and European Oystercatcher My
favorite was a large flock durasian Curlews. We
stayed in a castle and were awakeradh morning
by the raucous calls ofackdaws We also found

Our next stop Great Spotted WoodpeckersaandGray Herons.

was the town of

Oberammergau The rest of the trip we stayed home and had a grlnd
where the old time playing with Max and taking local trips. On

day it was a tour of the Bitburg Beer distillery
another day a wintasting party and another, a BB(

passion play is
performed every

. ten years. Along on the air force base. At the base we found three
the river we corvids: Jackdaw<Carrion Crows andRooks
found a couple
of Ravens and Germany was a great country and one that | planjto
- Chaffinch some really cool go back to again. | ended up finding 80 species|of

‘J/f ) Gray Wagtails. birds, 54 of which were lifers.




Field Trip Reports

Belleplain Spring Migrants
By Linda Waldie

On the first Saturday in May, 13 BCDC members joined Jim and me on our annual trip to Belleplain State
Forest.The day was partly cloudy and about 60 degrees. While the quantity of birds was lacking, the diversity did
not disappointThe hypersensitive eyes and ears of Al Guarente assisted us greatly!

We started off with 8ald Eagleflying in front of us across the lake. All of the breeding warblers showed up:
Yellow-throated, Blue-winged, Black-and-white, Hooded, Worm-eating, Louisiana Waterthrush, andPine.
We also had especially great looks at the crpledisingProthonatary. We sightedRed-eyedandWhite-eyed
Vireos, SummerandScarlet Tanagers Acadian Flycatchers Blue-gray GnatcatchersandHummingbirds.

As always, a great day with lots of fun company!

Rolling Hill Park
By Sheryl Johnson

On May 31, seven people accompanied me on a tour of Rolling Hill Park (Lower Merion Conservancy) in
Gladwyne to search for breeding birds. A flockGafdar Waxwingsfeeding on berries caught our attention as we
began our descent down the hilcadian Flycatcherswere calling on territory down by Mill Creek where
Northern Parulas were singing from the treetops. At close range, we watchgdad Thrush perform his
variations, while the song of his cousin, Yheery, floated through the woods.

This is a densely wooded tract, waied by dog walkers, that supports numerous nesting American Redstarts,
Eastern Towhees and Common Yellowthroats. Indigo Buntings, Ovenbirds and Scarlet Tanagers also call this
place home (though the tanagers were not singing this day). Hooded Warbler has nested here in the past, though
apparently not this year. The lower trail, along the creek, is especially cool and pleasant on a warm day. Pay a
visit, yourself, some day.

Picnic Memories!
Sue Downing brought these treats to the BCDC picnic, and Dick Lutz thought we should publish the recipe.

Tumblewood Bars

1 14 oz. pkg. of caramels 1 cup peanuts
1/4 cup water 1 cup chocolate chips
3/4 cup peanut butter 1/2 cup butter or margarine

4 cups Cheerios

In large microwaveable bowl heat the caramels, water and 1/2 cup peanut butter until Acidtedreal and nuts. Stin
until coated. Spread into a 9" x 13" buttered pan. Heat chocolate chips, butter, and remaining peanut butter until
melted. Pour over cereal mixture and refrigerate. Cut into squares. Enjoy!

We wel come membersd contributions to our newsletter, so i f yol
or photographs that would be of interest to our BCDC birding community, please submit them to the editor:

Chris Blidan, e -mail: newsletter@bcdelco.org (phone: 610 -566-0937).
The deadline for the November newsletter is Wednesday, October 29, 2008.



Rose Tree Park Hawk Watch: Past, Present, Future

By Dave Eberly

In early August Jim Lockyer, Chris Pugliese and | sufficient number of migrating raptors passed though
represented the Rose Tree Park Hawk Watch at theDelaware County to justify a full time hawk watch.
Annual Kittatinny Roundtable at Hawk Mountain RTPHW was born and dedicated volunteers fram
Sanctuary. Representatives from hawk watches in BCDC were able to staff full time fall and spring
Pennsylvania and Delaware as well as people from counts.

HMANA (The Hawk Migration Association of
North America) gather, compare notes, and learn
from each other. | came away with a much greater
appreciation of just how important a part RTPHW
has come to play in the study of hawk migration in
the eastern United States.

From the beginning, the founders aimed to make
RTPHW an educational and community outreath
project. Jim Lockyer6s i nf
brochures that we distribute to the many curious
visitors who stop by each s
presentations to visiting student groups each fall

Each year members of the Kittatinny Roundtable have fulfilled this part of the mission. Last year

di scuss highlights of t hiddlyrandpiméeltdiaddank IDywerksihop is anceffott nt s .
comparing numbers and dates of certain target to further the outreach to the whole community.

species they attempt to discern migration patterns
and how they relate to such factors as weather and
time of season. Members of the different hawk
watches learn from the collective experience how
their piece of the sky fits into the overall picture.

So this is how RTPHW grew into the critical link in
the chain of East Coast hawk watches that it is today.
To maintain its value RTPHW must continue as|a
full time fall and spring hawk watch. While many
hawk watches are now funding faiine or parttime

We also learned of the Kittatinny Corridor project, paid counters, our hawk watch remains an all
an effort to identify and protect parcels of landalong vol unt eer ef f ort . However,
the Kittatinny corridor that are vital to maintain an and circumstances change, we need a continuing
intact raptor migration flyway. We learned of efforts supply of new counters to maintain the critical valde
by HMANA to ensure that power companies, in their of our data. We too are exploring ways to get
rush to develop alternative energy sources, consider funding for a partime paid counter through grants
raptor migration patterns when placing wind turbines and other funds, but we want RTPHW to continue las
along the ridges. HMANA believes that differences a mostly volunteer effort. Volunteers are the life of
of as little as 100 yards in placement of these RTPHW and the results of our efforts show what
turbines could have a significant effect on migrating citizen science can accomplish.

raptor mortality.

Even though RTPHW sits in the flatlands of
Delaware County, the data collected away from the
ridges by citizen science projects such as ours is
every bit as important in making theses analyses as
those on the ridges.

| was a casual visitor to the hawk watch for years
before | became a counter. | felt my identification

skills were inadequate to the task, but | realized the
only way to improve my skills was to dive in and

participate. Although my skills still pale before those

of the veteran counters, the basics came quickly; |
learned | am not going to see every bird and itjis
perfectly fine to count an unidentified raptor. But

every bird counted is critical to the effort.

RTPHW began when Jim Lockyer, Al Guarente and
Nick Pulcinella compared their notes on the fall
hawk migration in Delaware County dating back to
at least the early 1980s. They determined that al f you are at al | i nt er est
significant raptor migration likely occurred through you. It can be done. Come out to Rose Tree Park and

the county and that Rose Tree Park was an ideal see. The counters will welcome you and teach you
location to observe this phenomenon. At the request and you will be rewarded with the saliitisfaction of

of the BCDC Dave Washabaugh braved the cold and knowing you have contributed to a vital conservation
winds in the spring of 1999 and made daily counts at effort.

RTP. Davebs efforts demonstrated t hat indeed a



Kids & Nature

Based on Notes by Jibockyer

BCDC member Jim Lockyer served & 2, -_" : i discussed what possibly happened
a Fellow for a tweweek session at theig i . and who might have been the
Community Arts Center (CAC) infge W culprit,

Wallingford this summer. Jim taught #: i gk
Nature Journaling to a group o NS
AFANTASTI QW®yearlds as f
part o f SumdmeIC Smee -
Growing Up Greenprogram.

Another day, the youngest grouf
witnessed some very unusual Gra
Squirrel behavior. Approximately
20squirrels seemed to Ipaying as
- ol i they ran through the woods up and
The kids were grouped by age; eac N 1 SR  down the trees and pursuesch
group was accompanied by a teach S other on the ground. Jim haver
and a teacher ds 47 : : wveitsessed such behavior and lyas
scheduled to meet with Jim two times been unable to find itdescribed
a week for a period of 45 minutes to an hour for each anywhere. Perhaps it was a territorial dispute between
visit. several clans. At any raté was the talk of the-fear

olds for a couple of days.
Before the program started, Jimdéos discovery 5 0 me

Black Walnut hulls that had been chewed into (both On Parent sé Day, up
sides) by squirrels or chipmunks gave him the idea to visiting parents what their kids had been doing and

create theNIS (Nature Investigative Service)as a what they had found during their Nature Journaling and
vehicle to inspire the participants of the CAC Summer Discovery sessions. As he was explaining some of the
Spree. He designed a logo and made stickers declaringevent s, a woman suddenl ask
the participants Special Agents of the NIS. Their duties h e answered in the affllr mat
would be to find Nature Stuff and to use the clues their g o s Ishedhen stated that all heydarold could talk

finds presented to explain what events might have about was AJim t hi s, Jin
occurred at their find sites. he was probably a cute d@arold kid that her

. preschooler had a crush on.
Jim posted &Nature Stuff Tally Boardo keep track of

all the Nature finds during the tweeek session. It was  Well, this cute 16yearold kid was quickly brought

Ji mbs intenti on to i ncl ubaek toaidedlity whaernt the Sumraec Spree i Programf r o
ground to sky. However, he soon learned that becauseDi r ect or i ntroduced him|ito t
most of the nature observers were in tHe fdot height Grandfathero to the chudgkl e
range, most of their nature world was located within the
first 6 or 7 feet above the ground. So, the tally board
and journal entries primarily featured nature findings
other than birds. They did record a number of common
birds located on or near the ground, butdiyer birds NATURE INVESTIGATVE SERVIGE
were generally long gone by the time most of the

Jim found the whole CAC
Summer Spree- Growing
Up Green experience
invigorating and rewarding
in every way He
great to work with such
dedicated and giving people and it is encouraging to gee
Anything that moved at kid level was rapidly detected children exercising their innate curiosity about the
and observed. For example, while walking to the world around them. Their excitement of new discovery
meadow on Pendle Hill, the 94@ar olds came across is contagious. As one of them said, NIS also means
a dead cardinal. The bird had not been eaten, so theyNature |s Spectaculat

participants looked up.



The Birding Club of Delaware County (BCDC)s open to
birders (bird-watchers) of all levels and interests.

The club provides a nurturing environment for both novice
and expert birders who share the common interest of
recreational birding.

Membership in theBCDC will

provide an opportunity to bird and
learn with some of the most capable
birders in our area.

TheBCDC has regular monthly
meetings from September through
June each year featuring noted
speakers and birding programs. Bird
walks and field trips are offered to
members on a frequent and regular
basis.

TheBCDCalso sponsors and

supports citizen s@nce projects

including theRose Tree Park

HawkWatch (RTP_HW) which is

conducted each spring and fall at Rose Tree Park, Media,
PA during the raptor migration periods.

BCDCmeetings are held the second Wednesday of each
month (September through May witthe June meeting
being a picnic meeting at Ridley Creek State Park) at the
Marple Township Library Meeting Room in Broomall, PA
at 7:30PM (see map). Guests are always welcome.

Membership Application 2008

- 2009 Season (September 2008 through August 2009)

For further information regarding the BCDC and its
activities please visit our ebsites:

Birding Club of Delaware County
www.bcdelco.org

Rose Tree Park HawkWatch
www.rtphawkwatch.org

A BCDC membership runs from
September through August of the
following year. A membership
application is provided below. Simply
make your check out tBCDC, fill in
the application and return it with your
check to John D'Amico, 1841
Kimberwick Road, MediaPA, 19063.

For additional information regarding
BCDC membership, please contact:
John D'Amico
610.566.1461
membership@bcdelco.org

For additional information regarding
the Rose Tree Park HawkWatch

please contact:
Jim Lockyer
610.565.2873
info@bcdelco.org

Become a member of the BCDC today and ¢
enjoying the benefits tomorrow

New Renewal ]
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