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Beginning with A Field Guide to the Birds , first published in 1934,

Roger Tory Peterson made birding and other natural history

identifications accessible to the public. His guides were noted for

their clear drawings and the use of pointers to indicate important

7 Arizona Birds field marks. He ushered in the era of birding with binoculars, as
By Al Guarente opposed to collecting specimens with guns. A new edition of A Field

Guide to the Birds , combining East and West, was recently released

The Birding Club of Delaware County | N C € l ebrati on "arniversarg bookds 75

is a birding club Located in Delawar:: . .
County, Pennsylvania, with the pur- €€ Peterson grew up in Old Lyme, Connecticut, the younger son of

pose of expanding individual interes.  naturalist Roger Tory Peterson. After graduating from Johns
in and study of wild birds. . . . . . .
Hopkins University, Lee wrote the Peterson Field Guide to Edible

The Birding Club of Delaware County \jld Plants and spent years traveling the United States
is open to birders and bird watchers of —— —
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e photographing plants, and giving natural history lectures at colleges
" and nature centers. Since 1995, he and his wife, Courtney have lived

Membership is from September o ) i i

through August. on a 200-year-old farm in Lincoln University, PA and have combined

Meetings are held théWednesday their talents to produce a line of natural history related jewelry.

of each month from September
through June at the Marple Townshi>
Library Meeting Room. Meetings
begin at 7:30PM.

Guests are always welcome.

For additional information regarding B I rd I ng for KIdS
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D6 Ami ¢ 056614616 1 0 Members and friends of BCDC have been instrumental in hatchingl PA

or email membership@bcdelco.org.§  Young Birders, a new group for kids who enjoy nature. PAYB will have
Websites a booth at the annual Cradle of Birding festival at John Heinz NWR at
BCDC: www.bcdelco.org Tinicum on Saturday, September 19, 2009. \/olunteers are n.eeded.t staff
RTPHW: www.rtphawkwatch.org the booth throughout the day. Kevin Loughlin and Adrian Binns will e
o : leading birdwalks (for kids and adults) throughout the day and a
All materials, illustrations and photo .o e . .
are copyrighted 2009, by the Birding Be€ginning Birding for Kids Workshop at noon. Learn more [at
Club of Delaware County, allrights | www.PaYoungBirders.org or contact Kevin at
reserved. info@PaYoungBirders.orgr 610564-0941.
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BCDC FIELD TRIPS

IMPORTANT NOTES
Please contact the field trip leader  in advance so you can be notified of any changes.

Plan to arrive 15 minutes prior to departure time.

August 22 0 September 7 0 Haverford College - Nijghthawk Watch
6:30 08:00 PM. Meet at Observatory bleachers, College Avenue entrance.
Leader: Sheryl Johnson  610-649-4621

September 20, Sunday 0 Binky Lee Preserve & Early Fall Migrants
7: 30 AM. Meet at Boscovds parking | ot at)f Ext
Leader: Nick Pulcinella 610-696-0687

September 27, Sunday 0 Haverford College & Fall Migrants
7:30 AM. Meet at Haverford College, South Visitors parking lot.
Leader: Sheryl Johnson  610-649-4621

October 4, Sunday & Rustin High School Campus & Passerine Migration
8:00 AM. Meet at visitors parking lot behind school.
Leader: Nick Pulcinella 610-696-0687

October 11, Sunday 0 Big Sit at Rose Tree Park 0 /nternational Birding Event
7:00 AM 95:00 PM. Meet at Rose Tree Park.

October 14, Wednesday o Brandywine Conservancy property - Nobody Does
Sparrows Better.
8:00 AM. Meet at Waterloo Mills parking area on Waterloo Road.
Leader: Kevin Fryberger 610-721-3719

October 17, Saturday 0 Okehoking Preserve 0 Late Fall Migrants
9:00 AM. Meet at parking lot on Route 3.
Leader: Edie Parnum 610-964-8331

October 24, Saturday 0 Darlington Tract & Sparrows & Other Late Migrants
8:00 AM. Meet at parking lot on Darlington Road.
Leader: Dave Eberly 610-543-3499

October 31, Saturday =~ 0 Bombay Hook NWA dWaterfow! and more.
8:00 AM. Meet at the Headquarters.
Leader : Joh6iO-506M61i c o

Please check our website at www.bcdelco.org for updates.
Field Trip Coordinator: Al Guarente, 610 -566-8266




More Program & Meeting News

October 14 - Jeffrey A. Gordon
Kingfishers and their Allies

Nearly all of North America is blessed to have the Belted Kingfisher as a resident, at least part offeach
year. Even notbirders recognize and appreciate the distinctive behaviors, spectacular plumage, and
unusual life history of this unique species. But as wonderful as the Belted Kingfisher is, it is just %e of
dozens of spectacular kingfishers to be found around the world. If you broaden the scope to include
some of their allies in the Order Coraciiformes, things get really wildebesrs, rollers, matots,
hornbills, hoopoe&$ these stoubilled birds must surely rank high on any list of the world's most
incredible animals, feathered or not. Join us for a fun, informative survey of the kingfishers and their
brethren, from their role in mythology to their amazing natural history, to an appreciation of their
sumptuous coloration.

Jeffrey A. Gordons a writer and naturalist living in Lewes, Delaware. He leads birding tours around
the globe and speaks at birding and nature festivals. He serves as field eddintviatcher's Digest
and is the coordinator for the Delaware Birding Trail. A lifelong nature enthusiast, Jeff worked as jan
interpretive naturalist at national parks including Yosemite and Acadia and at Santa Ana Nationa
Wildlife Refuge in Texas. He spent 12 years leading birding toursiriod, specializing in North &

Central America, as well as guiding trips to Antarctica and Africa. Since 2003, he has led teurs part
time, frequently visiting Canada, Texas, Mexico, and Panama. Learn marewaeffreyagordon.com

NOTE CHANGE OF VENUE FOR DECEMBER 9, 2009 MEETING ONLY:

Church of the Redeemer, Springfield PA.
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Membership Application 2009 8 2010 Season (September 2009 through August 2010)

Membership Type

BIRDING CLUB ‘ /,_, ew enewa
DELAWARE COUNTY | o L) e L] e

PENNSYLVANIA

Name Membership Level
Address [ ] Sustaining $50
City/State/Zip D Supporting $40
Phone Home Work D Family - $30
Email Address D Individual - $20

Please make your check payable to BCDC
andsendtoJ ohn DO6AmMmMi co, 1841 Kimber wick Road, Medi a
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Watching a Hummingbird Family

By Sheryl Johnson

briefly and turned his attention elsewhere. | watched it longer . . . long enough to see itjalight
on a nest. | was elated. This was only the second hummingbird nest | had ever found, the other
being quite by accident also (while gazjing

cat). | was able to show the nest to all the boys on the walk and later notified a few people who

birds.

The female hummingbird
constructs a beautiful ceghaped nest,
covering it with lichens on the outsid
and anchoring it all together with spide
webs. This particular nest had a larg
sycamore leaf directly above it serving i
both umbrella and parasol. The two pe
sized eggs are laid a couple of days ap
so that one youngster hatches before
other after an incubation of 41 days.
The female must brood the young fc
about another nine days while continui
to feed herself and them. Because ft
female alone incubates and raises t
young, she forages near the nest and ©
leaves it for brief periods of time. Ofter,
she will spy an insect from the nest, d&.
out and catch it, and then settle ba

down. The young are fed by regurgitation and
fledge in 1822 days. (If you hope to find a nest,
watch female hummers closely during nesting
season. They tend to make a beeline from
feeders at the same predictable times of day| so
that might help you get a bead on where to IITk
for the nest. . .but it is still going to take some
luck.)

Feeding a youngster with that long, spkiee
bill might seem a dangerous task, but the female
always sat up high on the rim of the nest and fed
the young by positioning her bill verticall
downward. At first, it was not even possible fo




see the tiny babies, but by July 4 we watchers thought we saw tips of bills, and then it became
certain. Young hummerso bills must grow| al
(though still longer than their heads) even
until fledging. According to BNAOnIine, the
bill will continue to be smaller than that ©
the adult until the youngster is about o
month old.

By July 7, two gooeksized young
were easily visible in the nest, preening a
jostling for space. Soon, presumably tiESSes
eldest of the two was fanning and exercisil®
its wings. When | arrived, the female we
generally off procuring the next meal, b
she often squeaked as | moved into viewi
position. Sometimes | could hear her as s
buzzed by quickly.
my presence and visited the nest everni 30
minutes to feed the young. Although sourc
say that she will transfer whole food items
the young during their last few days in t
nest, | never saw her do anything b
regurgitate food.

On July 11 the first hummingbird fledged. | hoped that the newly fledged bird would be
buzzing around the area but never saw or heard it. Mom, however, was still feeding her
remaining nestling, though probably on more of a205minute scheduleTwo days later, it,
too, fledged. The youngsters would have been fed by the female for up to a week after fledging,
but then they would be off on thei
own. We were sorry to see them gp,
but enjoyed watching them grow and
wished them well on their journe)
south and return next spring.

Thanks to everyone who kept an eye
on these birds and sent email notes
and photos. There must have been|at
least 20 people who visited the nest
site, some of them regularly. Special
thanks to Sarah Boucdseto for the
photos accompanying this article.




2009 Sparrow Invasion in Southeastern Pennsylvania
By Al Guarente

Who knew that 2009 would turn out to be spotted a bird that | recognized at @ Cont e 0 s
such a great year for finding sparrows in our Sparrow. What in blue blazes is he doin
local environs? It started normally as birding the around here? | immediately called Nic
local neighborhood produced the anticipated Pulcinella and Dave Eberly to get the word out
species. From my yard | was able to recBaihg and hoped someone would bring a camerajto
and White-throated Sparrows and Dark-eyed document this first record for Delaware Count

Junco. After that, things got interesting quickly. The sparrow hung around until early Mar

During the Bombay Hook Christmas Bird and almost everyone who came to view [it
Count on January 4, | received a call from Kevin obtained astonishing looks. Dozens of folis
Fryberger, who had j uwetre abfe douphotiograph thé leir@ also.t Adted &l
Sparrow in Chester County. This was atruy t he excit ement I reafl i ze
good find, but | finished my Bombay Hook Tree Sparrow, but was easily able to find on
count and figured | would look for the behind the airport the next day.

I(‘:he Ctiog t ? 0s II ater s i_l_?] ce ¢ ! I tré\/‘lelerd %r?cg é(gainhtda ehest%rnc%untf/ fom
q esKer_ oun”yjeverg years prﬁwohusa ene;: get my first of the yearWhite-crowned
ay revin called again saying he had a muc Sparrow at their stronghold at Struble Lake. On

better look at this skulking sparrow and now he - . L
knows for sure thatitisBlens | owds. S ApL! 7rI 8'5\'/9 picked upChipping Sparrow at

Holy Ammodramus! After a couple daysodé del ay,
| was finally star i ng ThetPA nystsefvi shewed l‘h%n@ﬂ%wﬁs
Sparrow for eastern Pennsylvania. What a greatChalfont found aHar ri s6s ol pnajr r ow
bird for our area and very cooperative t0o. Lancaster County, so off | went in mébril to

Later in January, | sighted a few more find this third Ammodramus sparrow from thr/

’ . ; western states. Truly a great year. And finally,

sparrows, suctSavannah at the Phllly airport May 13, | was able to geBrasshopper
andFox and Swamp Sparrow at Ridley Creek Sparrow out on Wilson Road in Unionville
State Park. On the morning of January 25 | went '
to Darlington looking for theAmerican Tree So with the year only half over the southefn
Sparrow. While trudging through the wet, snow portion of Pennsylvania has recorded fourtei:l
covered field | flushed a large flock &field species of sparrows. Amazing. Keep th
Sparrows. While checking through their ranks, |  coming.

We wel come membersod contributions to our newsletter, i y 0L
or photographs that would be of interest to our BCDC birding community, please submit them to the editor:

Chris Blidan, e -mail: newsletter@bcdelco.org (phone: 610-566 -0937).
The deadline for the November newsletter is Wednesday, October 21, 2009.

Club questions or suggestions? Contact Sheryl Johnson, President: sbjohnson@haverford.edu .

Suggestions for or leading of field trips? Contact Al Guarente, Field Trip Coordinator:  owlguarente@yahoo.com.

Bird sightings fo report? ~ Contact Dave Eberly, Bird Reports Editor:  david.eberly@gmail.com.
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The Quest for Arizona Birds

By Al Guarente

| was sitting home one day reading the AZ At Miller Canyon, the Beattys run a bed
Rare Bird Alert and s abredkfadt wher&they havena, setup With benajes,a r ¢
quit a few I|ifers to baecanbpy dnd a large nunmber Afrfeeders foafhed S
replied, AThat 6s why whummerst Vg hiked, up ® the Yielviagt aresvanhd c o
do things on the spur fouhd a dea ammoognsé rother dirdefsh ene fofe x t
thing | knew we were on an airplane heading them being young Tom Beatty. Hummers wefe
west. everywhere, with Broatl ai | e d Anhhaods

Sharon and | arrived in Tucson and headed billed, and Blackchinned Hummingbirds the
for Sierra Vista in the early afternoon with the most common. Then one of the star attractighs
intention of getting as many lifers as possible in appeared, theWhite-eared Hummingbird.
three days. Our first step was procuring the Lifer #3. Along with the feeders, the Beattys
documents required to get onto the Army base at have placed piles of dog hair on the fence *d
Fort Huachucha. It was fun driving around the the Whiteeared Hummingbird was collecting i
base looking for birds and hearing the gunshots to build its nests.
and the hand grenades on the practice range.

Our main target bird here wa
the Buftbreasted Flycatcher
Cruising the grasslands, w
discovered my first liferBot t e
Sparrow, among the
Meadowl ar ks a
Kingbirds. Its song was a dea
give away. Heading higher into th
mountains we arrived at Garde
Canyon, where | thought | heard
Buff-breasted Flycatcher, but w
could never find one to make a
ID. While exploring the canyon we
found Cordilleran Flycatcher ang
Sulphurbellied Flycatcher, and
then came upon G@reater Pewee, .
another | ife bi m
see this bird until a few days latg k.
at Mt Lemmon.

Heading higher, up to Scheelite Canyon, We added Blughroated and Magnificent
which is famous for Spotted Owl, we found it Hu mmi ngbi rds before om \
was getting too hot to hike up a half mile into the Berylline Hummingbird!6 Thi s iJs a
the canyon. Already the temperatures were triple green hummingbird with chestnut colored
digits, plus the monsoons were looming wings. So we ended up with eight species fof
overhead with plenty of lightning to scare us hummingbirds in about twenty minutes.
both away. So, we headed back to the hotel (no Amazing! Tom mentioned that earlier in the day
monsoon there) for a dip in the pool before a group of birders found a Browracked
heading out once again. This time we made our Solitaire up the trail from his place. Since we
way south to Miller Canyon, probably the best wo ul dn 6t have enoughyj tin
place in Arizona for hummingbirds. (Continued on pag®)







