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The Birding Club of Delaware

County is a birding club Located in
Delaware County, Pennsylvania, with
the purpose of expanding individuall
interest in and study of wild birds.

The Birding Club of Delaware
County is open to birders and bird
watchers of all skill levels.

Membership is from September
through August.

Meetings are held théQNednesday
of each month from September
through June at the Marple Township
Library Meeting Room. Meetings
begin at 7:30PM.

Guests are always welcome.

For additional information regarding
membership, please contact John
D6 Ami c 0-56&14616 1 0

or email membership@bcdelco.org

Websites
BCDC: www.bcdelco.org
RTPHW: www.rtphawkwatch.org

All materials, illustrations and photags
are copyrighted 2010, by the Birding
Club of Delaware County, all rights
reserved.
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Welcome to a new autumn of birding in Delaware County!

BCDC has lined up field trips and monthly programs to interest
everyone from long -time members to new visitors. Counters and
observers have eagerly anticipated the official start to fall migration

at the Rose Tree Park Hawk Watch. Our newsletter offers some new
features for your reading pleasure. Enjoy!

Fall Programs 2010

September 8: Pete Dunne
Bayshore Summer: Finding Eden in a Most Unlikely Place

Join Pete Dunne as he reads from and offers insights into his newest
book, Bayshore Summer: Finding Eden in a Most Unlikely Pldt@v
well do you know Cumberland County, NJ? Take a closer look, not just at
the birds and the bugs, but also at the people and places that define this
region where natural history and cultural history are intertwined.

When he was seven years old, Pete Dunne was presented with two
instruments that would define his life. One was a pair of binoculars; the
other a book about birds. One brought intimacy with nature, the other
understanding, and through them the woodlands behind his suburban
home became a portal that opened onto a world of discovery and
wonders. Pete now transmits that wonder and understanding to others by
way of his writing and through programs that he gives and walks that he
leads.

Currently the Chief Communications Officer for New Jersey
Audubon Society and Director of the Society's Cape May Bird
Observatory, Pete is a field birder with an international reputation. He has
served on the board of the American Birding Association and the Roger
Tory Peterson Institute. He is also the founder of the World Series of
Birding. Il n recognition of this
Dunne was awarded the American
Peterson Award in 2001.
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BCDC FIELD TRIPS

IMPORTANT NOTES
Please contact the field trip leader  in advance so you can be notified of any changes.

Plan to arrive 15 minutes prior to departure time.

August 25- September 11 Nighthawk Watch at Haverford College, PA
6:30-8:00 PM. Use College Ave entrance; park on right side of the road. Observatory bleachers.
Leader: Sheryl Johnson 6106494621

September 11, Saturday Fall Migrants Along the Delaware River
7: 30 AM. Meet at the visitorsé parking | ot
Leader: Chris Langman 610566-4091 616812-4270 (Cell)

September 18, Saturday Fall Migration Drop -ins in Nick's Legendary Backyard
7-11 AM. Meet at Nick's Yard West Chester.
Leader: Nick Pulcinella  610-696-0687

October 3, Sunday Passerine Migration at Rustin High School Campus
8:00 AM. Meet at visitor's parking lot behind the school.
Leader: Nick Pulcinella 6106960687

October 10, Sunday Big Sit at Rose Tree Park
7:00 AM - 5:00 PM. Meet at Rose Tree Park Hawk Watch on Route 252, Media, PA.
International Birding Event

October 17, Sunday Late Fall Migrants at Okehocking Preserve
9:00 AM. Meet at Okehocking parking lot on Route 3.
Leader: Edie Parnum 610-964-8331

October 20, Wednesday Nobody Does Sparrows Better
8:00 AM. Meet at the Waterloo Mills parking lot on Waterloo Road.
Leader: Kevin Fryberger 610721-3719

October 23, Saturday Sparrows and other Late Migrants at the Darlington Tract
8:00 AM. Meet at the Darlington parking lot on Darlington Road
Leader: Dave Eberly 610-543-3499

October 30, Saturday In Search of Rarities at the Hook: Waterfowl and More
8:00AM. Meet at the Headquarters of Bombay Hook NWR
Leader: John D'Amico 610-566-1461

November 6, Saturday Field Birds at Crosslands
8:00 AM. Meet at the Crosslands Center, off of Route 926.
Leader: Dale Kendell 6107930291

November 13, Saturday Sawwhet Owl Banding at Hidden Valley
For directions and time contact the trip leader
Leader: Sheryl Johnson 6106494621

November 21, Sunday Lakes of Chester County
7:00 AM. Meet at Boscov's parking lot at Exton Mall.-8y trip. Bring a lunch.
Leader: Holly Merker 6107334392
Please check our website at www.bcdelco.org for updates.

Field Trip Coordinator: Al Guarente, 610 -566-8266
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Beg | nner B|rder By Andrew Bunting
Pishing Down a Nighthawk

Birding in earnest is relatively new to me. Over the last decade | have taken some local birding
well as several ectrips where birding was often a focus. While | enjoyed bird watching, | would not
called myself a birder. Then about five years ago | realized that not only did | enjoy watching birds
really wanted to know how to tell sparrows, warblers, and hawks apart.

My profession and my passion are plants. By day | am the Curator of the Scott Arboret
Swarthmore College. | first became interested in plants on a serious level in th88@gand my quest fo
knowledge was at times insatiable. At first | did not know the best places to seek additional know
although the Morton Arboretum offered a catalog of woody plants and all the plants there had na
them. Soon | found there were local societies filled with-tikeded individuals with a passion for learnin
as much as possible about plants. Soon, one society led to another society.

An internship opened other doors and, before | knew it, | was overwhelmed by where | should go
search of new knowledge. To put it mildly, it was incredibly exciting. | had no idea that there were ar

rips as
ave
but |

m at

ledge,
mes on
$)

next in
boreta

around the world and, furthermore, there were people who would travel to the farthest reaches of the world

in search of plants.

While new plants still excite me and | am thrilled to be embarking on my first plant collecting trfip in

(Continued on pag6)
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October 13: Frank Windfelder Trans-Pecos Birding

In the spring of 2008, some members of the Delaware Valley Ornithological Club (DVOC) traveleg
Southern Texas, where they birded their way from East to West, visiting Three Rivers, the Edwards R
Big Bend and the Davis Mountains. Tonight, relive the adventure with Frank Windfelder.

Frank has been an avid birder for over 33 years, and has birded all over North America, including
Alaska and Churchill, Manitoba. He has been a member of DVOC since 1981 and is currently its Pre

to
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sident.

Frank has a BS in Education and an MA in Teaching Mathematics. He taught at Northeast Catholic High

School in Philadelphia for 40 years, serving as Mathematics Chairman before his retirement, which h
enjoys. In addition to birding, he plays senior league softball and is an avid bowler. Frank lives in NE
with his wife, Alberta.

November 10: Jim McVoy Eifty Birds in Fifty States

In 1997, Jim and Sue McVoy embarked on a quest to find a least fifty species of birds in each of t
US states. Some states gave up their birds in a matter of hours; others were stingier. One state had t
visited three times; Hawaii, twice (it was a dirty job, but. . .). Rock pigeons appear enifatyf their
state lists. Where did they miss them? Jim and Sue saved Alaska for their fiftieth state, visiting it in 2(
the year of Alaska's fiftieth anniversary of statehood. Which unsuspecting bird was the fiftieth bird in t
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fiftieth state? In his presentation, Jim shares travel stories and favorite birding spots around the counfry and

tells all.
Jim McVoy was born and raised on a dairy farm near Syracuse, NY. He did his undergraduate stu

dies in

music theory and composition at Syracuse University followed by graduate work at the Eastman SchLoI of

Music. From 197€1979 he taught at Elizabethtown College. He then moved to West Chester Universi
where he taught until his retirement in 2005. Jim now offers his time as a volunteer for the Stroud Pre
the Land Trust and T4$tate Bird Rescue and Research.

serve,




Member Profiles

Mariana Pesthy is compiling short interviews to introduce BCDC members to each other
via our newsletter. You may be next!

Andy Pesthy

Personal birding history:

Graduallydragged into birding by wife, Mariana. It all bega
with feeding backyard birds and then seriously looking for bi
starting Spring of 2001. BecanaeBCDC member 2006. Do noj
have favorite binoculars as | am looking for a new pair at §

Thrush; we celebrai#s arrival in our woods each Spring.

My favorite birding location is the Internet, or if outdoor
Crane Creek, Ohio. My favorite birding moment happened
Presque Isle, Erie, PA, Spring of 2002. It was near sunset an
were just about ready to call it a day when a mixed flock of t

few feet away from where we were standing. They ignored our
presence and foraged for 16 minutes before moving on.

Chris Blidan
About 15 years ago my husband, Charlie Haag, started agitating for a spotting scope, whatever
t hat was. Finall vy, I told him to just go buy

March 16, 1996 we aimed it at Blue Route Raded hawksi wh a t a revelation!
birds looked like that. Soon friendly birders were suggesting other places for us to go foriraptors
Conowingo Dam and the fledgling hawk watch at
Rose Tree Park. One February on a church retreat we
stumbled upon the Harlequin ducks at Barnegat Light
iwe hadnot even Kknown eno
ther e. Webve pretty much b
ever sincd we are not systematic at all. Just a few of

my favorites are the Scisstailed flycatcher we
discovered on Ocracoke Island and the American
bittern | spotted hiding in the reeds at Tinicum. When |
was a kid | really liked Rewinged blackbirds; then, |
didndét see them for decades
paying attention, | was thrilled to see and hear them
again. Lately our birding has been confined mostly to
our backyard, but | 6m stil
what birds are there when we actually look.
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Hawk News

By Chris Pugliese

Rose Tree Park HawkWatch Begins Its 13th Season!

Another fall migration season is upon us and, once again, the Rose Tree Park Hawkwatch (R
will be up and running. Counting commences on September 1 and runs daily through November 3
9:00 AM through 4:00 PM (weather permitting.)

September should bring us kettles of Bredadged Hawks, and the sight of hundreds of swarm
ABroadiesodo is indeed a thrilling exper i emovwng

TPHW)
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northerly front brought over 1,400 Broadnged Hawks above Rose Tree Park. September is also usually a

good month for Falcons, Osprey and Bald Eagles.
Spotting and identifying distant raptors can be challenging, but we have found over the years tha
eyes make for easier work. Novice birders need to know that their just spotting a bird can be a big
the regular counters, who, once on the bird, can identify the species, either rapteragtonn
Also, mark your calendars for Sunday, October 10, when the RTPHW will double as a watch pa
the annual Big Sit event sponsorediy r d Wat cher sé Di gest
We hope to see you at Rose Tree Park this fall!
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Kittatinny Roundtable Report

This past July, | once again attended the Kittatinny present her findings at a BCDC meeting in the né
Roundtable at Hawk Mountain with two other future.

par

BCDC members, Bob Kelly and John McGonigle, Of the nine hawkwatch sites represented this

representing the Rose Tree Park Hawkwatch year, most were ridge top sites, with the excepti
(RTPHW). The Roundtable is an annual convening of t he two #Afl atl ando

of the hawkwatch sites throughout Pennsylvania Militia Hill, located in Fort Washington State Park.

and New Jersey that share the Kittatinny Ridge Despite record low totals for many raptor speci
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raptor migration route. at RTPHW, we were proud to see that our totals

Dr Laurie Goodrich organizes the meeting to f or t he Abread and b
enable the hawkwatch sites to compare notes from migration, the Broad-winged Hawk, surpassed

utt e

the past season. Plus, there are presentations bynost of the counts from the ridge sites. 20
ornithologists or naturalists on topics related to turned out to be one of those unusual years w

9
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bird migration. By far the most interesting the weather fronts brought more favorable

presentation this year was given by Kim Van Fleet conditions over the flatland sites than it did for t
from Audubon PA, who updated us on the ridges, at least in the early part of the seas
continuing development of industrial wind turbines Kudos to Militia Hill who took away top honors in
along the ridges in Pennsylvania. In recent years the Broadwinged Hawk category, counting mor
there has been a lot of controversy in the birding Broadies than any other hawkwatch site in t
community over these turbines, which are rapidly East!

expanding along the ridge tops. Kim had some eye The comparison of data on the various raptor

-opening data showing that the damage ands pecies i s not only e
disturbance caused by these monster structures fardentifying longterm trends for the raptors.
outweighs the benefits. | am hoping to have her We shall see what 2010 will bring us at RTPHW!
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(Continued from pag8:Beginner Birder)

September to China, | find myself now having the
same unbridled excitement for birds as | did years
ago as a youngster studying plants. Everything is
new and everything is exciting. While Dbetter

vehicles exist for finding information (there was

no Google in 1982!), the pursuit of knowledge

and the excitement that comes from it has not
changed at all.

As seasoned birders will surely attest,
becoming a competent birder is not an easy
undertaking. You donodt
walks and suddenly are able to make distinctions
between 10 sparrows and 20 different warblers.
As with plants, this comes with years of study;
seeing birds in a multitude of habitats, seasons,
plumages, etc. But, as with plants, slowly the
characteristics that separate the species start to
make sense and you can see why a Downy
Woodpecker is different from a Hairy
Woodpecker or that a swallow is not simply a
swallow, but that there is a Barn Swallow, Tree
Swallow, Cliff Swallow, etc. | love the quest for
knowledge, but finally feeling like you know what

number, | also find it to be a great tool far
learning. In fact, every time | go on a bird wal
even by myself, | record each species and
location.

The Delaware Nature Society in Hockessi
Delaware (ww.delawarenaturesociety.grg
advertised a trip to Goat Hill in Maryland to s
the nocturnal and elusive WhipoorWill.
Without even consulting my list | knew thi
would be a new bird for me. On the van ride o
Maryland the discussion centered on the Wh
PoorWill. Our guide Joe Sebastiani mentioned its
elationsHipyto the tess eeen Cahf leWidoso |
t hat heéd spotted frr
Delaware and to the Common Nighthawk whi
are the focus of outings organized by BCDC
Haverford College. As the sun was setting,

heard the call of the WhipoorWill from afar.
We all sat in silence. Then, out of the corner

youbre | ooking at is, a sbout hae Ch¥stnstided c\Wharhlere in camazin s a
APriceless! o | think thelaoatdytoTheuhgxti emonhngg
Aknowi ngo birds si mpl y andibmoeesor less lookéd asn drgareed it! e d
exposure to the species over a period of time. | am Another time | lay deep in sleep and saw|a
sure all beginning birders look forward to day small hawklike bird above me with white
where they call stroll through the woods and, mar ki ngs on i ts undefsid
without even seeing a bird, only hear their calls Every time | pished (I will have to look that up tp
and yell out, ATuft ed sé&eifttmbis a edognized verp)Ed intdo rgfos n
Bunting! o or #fAScarl et TH¥es,at.gthe!Nighthawk got dio§€ehagnd closertjlh i n k
that is a Tennessee Warblemo, | actually think kept pishing and pishing. Meanwhile my
it is a Nashville War bl girlfriead thought | was having a seizure, so she

In my early pursuit of birds | have found great tried to wake me, but | would not stir. The
satisfaction in joining local birding clubs and Nighthawk was practically above me. Finally, she
societies on outings. Not only will the leader help woke me and sai d, AANndTr ew
you find the birds, but other more experienced | , i n a nocturnal stupor,
birders will share information and insight with night hawk. o
you. The quest to see a new bird is exciting to spy

Like many birders | keep a list of all the birds  the least. To use an ornithological pun, it truly
| have seen. While it is nice to know the total gives me goose bumps.
We wel come membersd contributions to our newsletter, so lf yout

or photographs that would be of interest to our BCDC birding community, please submit them to the editor:

Chris Blidan, e -mail: newsletter@bcdelco.org (phone: 610-566 -0937).
The deadline for the November newsletter is Wednesday, October 20, 2010.
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BCDCds Vegas Vireos Make- Nevagda

Twice in One Day!
By Carl Perretta

ltds true! This year 6s -1V,amglaw greauxaf 3ixrSe City hirdarsa n  f r
recordedJpland SandpiperandHa r r i s 00 thédsamekday. The sandpiper record is only
N e v a d a 0isandfthe onlytorte wetlocumented to the records committee. The hawkich we
photographed has only one other accepted report.

We recorded 123 species for the trip, including such gems|as
Painted Redstart, Virginiads$ Wa
Vermillion Flycatcher, Lazuli Bunting andGreen-tailed
Towhee.We visited several of our regular haunts such as Corn
Creek Stationl{ u c y 6 s Wand Hudlapai Mauntain Park
(Zone-tailed Hawk), We added new ones including Overton
Wil dlife Management Area, where
and Wee Thump Wilderness area, which is the only place in
NevadatofinBe ndi r e 6 s and werdal.d bagged a lifer
myselfi Brown-crested Flycatcher- at Spring Mountain State

Park.
As promised, expenses on the trip were minimal. Other than a
plane ticket, each member spent

|l odging (thatés a total!) and a
admissions. Las Vegas is wslipplied with inexpensive
restaurants of excellent qualit
budget. Make your plans to attend the 2011 trip.

Birding Grand Isle, Louisiana (Part 1)

By Mariana Pesthy

Over the past 10 years Andy and | have birded a number of places far away from home, and if we were to
rank our favorites, Grand Isle Louisiana would not be on top of the list. Yet we felt fortunate to have seen
the birds we did during the last week of April this year. The BP oil spill affected the birds and habitats there,
and I 6m writing to commemorate the marvelous birc

We learned of Grand Isle, Louisiana when the April/May issugational Wildlife Magazinenentioned it

as one of six excellent places to witness spring bird migration. The island is just a little over seven miles
l ong and at mo s t a mile wide in the middle. It
commonly found on barrier islands along the Gulf coasts. Due to their location on the southern coast of the
Gulf and the presence of the cheniers, these barrier islands often provide the first opportunity -for wing
weary migrants from South America to stop, rest and forage before flying northwards to their nesting
grounds. Although most of these barrier islands are accessible mainly by boat, Grand Isle has a bridge
linking it to the mainland and so attracts many birders. About 300 species are regularly recorded there

(Continued on pag8)



