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Programs

56 Redbellied visitors September - December

By Mariana Pesthy

7 Tagging Vultures

By Sheryl Johnson September 14

s Agign inns
Tales with Tails: The Lighter Side of Birding

8 Al &dd | i ke to
By Carl Perretta

Mis-worded signs, sentiaked people and curious predicaments are just a few of the things encountered While
birding around the globe. This lightarted presentation features plenty of laughs, tall tales, and wildlife
images too! Join the always entertaining Adrian while he shares observations and stories laced with a
sometimesgwisted, but always generous, sense of hurassential when it comes to leading worldwide

birding tours.

9-10Bird is the Word
By Amy Langman

11 Movie Birds Quiz

By Carl Perretta October 12

George Armistead
pOrnithology: The Birds and the Birds and the Bees

When not working on bird book projects, George Armistead spends his free time photographing birds angd
birding his favorite haunts along the coast between Cape May, NJ, and Cape Hatteras, NC. Tonight he @ffers a
look at unusual reproductive strategies in birds and associated unusual behaviors, with copious innuendo and

anthropomorphism to keep the concepts in perspective.

The Birding Club of Delaware County i
a birding club located in Delaware
County, Pennsylvania, with the purpos
of expanding individual interest in and
study of wild birds.

November 9
The Birding Club of Delaware County i
open to birders and bird watchers of all Emily Thomas
skill levels. The Effect of Oil and Gas Development on Songbird Abundance in the Eastern USA
Membership is from September throug
August.

Previous studies on the effects of forest fragmentation on songbirds show that resident and generalist sgecies
tend to benefit or adapt while forebivelling Neotropical migrants are often displaced; however, those studies
Meetings are held thé®Wednesday of were in areas where the landscape matrix was no longer forested. The development of shallow oil and gas
each month from September through Juhe resources causes a different kind of forest fragmentation due to the construction of well pads, access roads,
at the Marple Township Library Meetind|  and pipelines. Yet, in these areas, the overall landscape remains forested.
Room. Meetings begin at 7:30PM.

. Emily Thomas, a wildlife biologist with the US Forest Service and Pennsylvania State University, has dag
Visitors are always welcome.

research on songbird species occupying oak and northern hardwood forests within the Allegheny Nationa
Forest. She will describe the findings of her studies of the effects of shallow oil and gas well developmgnt

For additional information regarding and the associated unique forest fragmentation.
membership, please contact John
D6 Ami c 0-56&14616 1 0 December 14

or email membership@bcdelco.org.
Darryl Speicher

Websites Owils of Pennsylvania

BCDC: www.bcdelco.org

RTPHW: www.rtphawkwatch.org Owils are uniquely adapted to life as nocturnal predators. Darryl Speicher, of the Pocono Avian Researc

Center, will present a program that discusses their lives, explains how to identify them and offers suggegtions
on where to find them.

All materials, illustrations and photos al
copyrighted 2011, by the Birding Club
Delaware County, all rights reserved.
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IMPORTANT NOTES

Please contact the field trip leader  in advance so you can be notified of any changes.
Plan to arrive 15 minutes prior to departure time.

BCDC FIELD TRIPS

August 21- September 11 Haverford College Nighthawk Watch

Observatory bleachers from®& PM Use College Ave. entrance
and park on the right side of the road
Leader: Sheryl Johnson 610-6494621

September 11, Sunday Rushton Farms trails and banding station
6-11 AM at Rushton Farms (north of Okehocking on Delchester Rd at intersection
with Goshen Rd) This is a great chance for Connecticut Warbler!
Leader: Doris McGovern 610-565-8484

September 17, Saturday Fall migrants at Palmyra Cove Nature Center
7:30 AM. Meet at Palmyra Nature cove center
Leaders: Chris Langman 6103124270 (cell)

September 17, Saturday Cradle of Birding Festival at Heinz NWR
Walks begin at 7AM, Exhibits from 9 AM to 3 PM

September 18, Sunday Wetland species and fall migrants

Church Farm/Exton Park with Vally Forge AuduborValley Creek and Swedesford Rds. At 8 AM

Leader: Sue Lucas 484-716-1990

October 2, Sunday Fall migrants at Haverford College
7:30 AM. Meet at the south visitorsoéparking | ot
Leader: Sheryl Johnson 610-6494621

October 8, Saturday Okehocking Nature Preserve- A Valley Forge Audubon trip

9 AM. Meet at The Okehocking Preserhétp://willistownparks.org/parks okehocking.php

Leader: Edie Parnum 610-964-8331
October 9, Sunday Rose Tree Park Big Sit
7 AM -5 PM or even longer, if you like. ID whatever stops by or flies overhead
October 28, Friday Rushton Farms owl banding
7 PM- Midnight Dress in layers and bring a flashlight or headlamp for checking mist nets. 91 owls in 2010!
Leader: Doris McGovern 610-565-8484
October 29, Saturday Waterfowl and rarities at Bombay Hook NWR
8 AM at refuge Headquarters

Leader: John Do A6hO56611461
Please check our website at www.bcdelco.org for updates.
Field Trip Coordinators: Amy or Chris Langman, 610- 566 - 4091



http://willistownparks.org/parks_okehocking.php

Member Profiles

Mariana Pesthy is compiling short interviews to introduce BCDC members to each
via our newsletter. You may be next!

Everybody-d® hind &alAmj c

I've been a member of BCDC since its inception. My

interest in birding started a couple of years prior to

the club6s founding, when

summaries of her walks with Tom Reeves at Tyler

Arboretum. Then, one cold February morning, | finally

picked up a pair of binoculars to view an unusual bird at

our feeder. After a lengthy paging through my wife

Sue's Peterson guide, | determined it was a male Rose

Breasted Grosbeak. This prompted me to go on a few of

those walks, where | viewed many woodland birds and

also learned of migrating birds of prey. Time was spent

in the back yard searching the obstructed sky for

hawks and decided | needed a better viewing area. Due to its proximity and open sky, Rose Tree Park
offered what | needed. This is where | met Nick Pulcinella. He impressed me greatly with his ability to
identify these soaring birds. He told me of bird ks
knowledge was equal to his cousin's. Then came the day that Nick and Al invited us to an all day birding
trip to Delaware. This was the day the birding hook was set and | was reeled in. I'd like to thank these
three individuals for helping me get started in this pleasurable pastime. Since then, I've met countless
birders in the club and surrounding areas who have greatly added to my learning experience.

A few years back, my wife and | purchased a place along the Delaware Bay in New Jersey. From points
north on down to Cape May, nhumerous species stop to either nest, feed or migrate. It is my favorite local
birding area. Here | can view two of many favorite birds, the American Oystercatcher and the Black
Skimmer. | never get tired of watching them do their thing.

At this point in my birding life, | enjoy studying the life and behavior of birds whenever the opportunity
presents itself. So far, I've indulged in studying the Cooper's Hawk, Carolina Chickadee, Carolina Wren,
Ruby-Throated Hummingbird, Song Sparrow and the Chipping Sparrow. Regardless of what goes on the

world, they remain focused on the serious business of surviving and thriving.

When | sat at the very first BCDC meeting at Haverford College so many years ago, | could never have

imagined how BCDC would become a part of my life. hawkwatch counter, board member, field trip chair,
membership chair are just some of the activities | have been involved in with our Club. The camaraderie

we shared over the years is something truly special.



Member Profiles

Mariana Pesthy is compiling short interviews to introduce BCDC members to eac
other via our newsletter. You may be next!

Everybodyodos i1-8Beabnspéo

In 1993 we moved to Media, and on the second day we
were here, | saw the most beautiful and, at the time,
the rarest bird | had ever seen. | went to Al &

Sharon's "Back to Nature" store to buy a Bird Guide.
The "rare" bird turned out to be the Red  -bellied
Woodpecker, and because of that incident | met Al

and found out about his weekly bird walks. It only

took one walk and | was a convert! | would also go on
Tom Reeves' Tyler Arboretum walks and couldn't

stop telling John about the wonders | would see

every week. On those walks | met some of the most
wonderful people | have ever known 4 the people who
formed the core of BCDC.

Over the years, | have served BCDC as Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer d and still continue as
Library Liaison and Bluebird Monitor. | have great memories of many BCDC field Trips 0 Barnegat,
Brigantine, Bombay Hook, Il ndi an River, Bell epl ai n,
environs, where we saw so many great birds and never stopped laughing for five days.

Throughout the years | have discovered the joys of traveling for birding dthere is no vacation | can ever
go on that will not be about birding! Cayman Islands, Texas, Arizona, Utah, Italy are some of the spots

I've been to, but I'm looking forward hopefully to travelling to many more. | am grateful to Al, Nick, Tom

Reeves and the late Sandy Sherman for helping me in the beginning - and even now- as | can still be easily
confused. But that's what is so great about our club! People of all levels come together to enjoy our

fascinating hobby.

My favorite birding experience happens every May at the Delaware bay shore & the migration of the
shorebirds. To see and hear all the Red Knots, Ruddy Turnstones, Sanderlings  dit always gives me a chill
and a thrill. In the last two years, | have become a grandmother. "Mom -mom" is looking forward to
passing on her passion for birding to her grandchildren Gianna and Zachary!
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Back yard observations . ..
A tale of Red -bellied Woodpeckers

offered by Mariana Pesthy

This is a story about the R&¢llied Woodpeckers that have been visiting our deck feeders for the
year, and their particular feeding habits.

A young RB female meets her end

My narrative begins tragically just before Christmas last year. On
Dec. 20, | happened to witness the capture and demise of a beauti
young femaleReth e | | i e d Woodpecker by
deck. Some BCDC members may remember my relating this unhg
event at the January meeting. | feel the loss of this particular Reg
bellied female very keenly because | had watched her from when s« &
was first brought to our feeder as a gragaded chick (photo 1) last “
July, gradually becoming a lovely young adult by September. In past
years, the juvenile Rebellieds were usually driven off by their parents
as soon as they were able to fend for themselves. For some reason this
time the parent Rebellied pair moved away by early fall last year,
leaving their young daughter in our area. A dashing youngoRkiéd
male (photo 2) soon arrived and the young pair visited our feeders
regularly through the Fall until that fateful day late December. After the
death of his mate, the young bereaved-Beltled male called out every
day. From late March onwards his calls became more and more

plaintive and urgent.

Photo 1- The daughter as
a youngster

Photo 2- The handsome suitor

A tale of two feeders

We have two peanut feeders hanging at our deck: the first one we
hanging near the window for some years. Last October | added th
second peanut feeder at the outer edge of the deck facing the wo
(See sketch) The young female (photo 3) immediately took to this
new feeder and favored it over the first feeder near the window w
she was brought by her male
Bird Feeder Layout parent and fed as a chick. At the Photo 3- The nowmature
) time of her capture by the Cooper's daughter
Outer peanut feeder hawk, she was feeding on the
second feeder hung at the edge of
Deck
- the deck.

Window peanut feeder

Picture Windows/Sliding Door
House




Parents return

After several months of no visiting females, in April of this yearl saw
Redbellied female woodpecker visiting our deck. | recognized her
(photo 4) as the mother of the young female taken by the hawk. 1
recognized her by her particular behavior in approaching the peanut
feeder hung near the window. She would always first land on the d
rail, look around, and then launch onto the feeder. Around the same
also saw her mate, the father Reallied from last year now also visiting
regularly on our deck. The younger bereaved male was now seen
less frequently, but he would visit occasionally, just the same. Photo 4 Mama Red Belly

To each gender a feeder
A couple of weeks into May, | noticed that the mother-Reltied woodpecker always fed at the inner

peanut feeder, never at the outer feeder where her offspring met her fate. Whereas the fhikléedRe
was al ways seen feeding only at the other 0
feeder choice between the male and the femalebRiieds

became even more intrigued when | noticed that the bereave

Feeder choice unaffected by cage barrier
In early June, to discourage half a dozen raucous Blue Jays,

young Reebellied male also fed exclusively at the outer feeder.

ate

continued, and by the last week of May, it aroused my curiosity. |

the larger woodpeckers but | expected that they would use th

Hairy woodpeckers went to the window feeder. Amazingly, b
male Reebellieds continue to persist at the outer feeder despite the cage. It took a lot of effort for
to feed through the square wire grid. | was astonished at the length of their uncoiled tongue and t
continued persistence at the more difficult feeder when there were more readily accessible peanu
few feet away.

New RB chick is taught the tradition

hung the outer peanut feederp
8 square wire spacing. (photo 5). | knew the cage would exclude

Photo 5 Father and new chick other peanut feeder hung freely by the window. As expected, the

h

them
neir

S just a

Around the first days of July a Rdxbllied chick was seen near our deck. We managed a photo of th
RedBellied fledgling on July 8. It was always the father Réellied parent bringing the chick to the

e new

caged peanut feeder. We could not help but be impressed by the persistence and unflagging effort of the

male ReeBellied parent (photo 5) in pecking and retrieving the peanut pieces at the caged feeder
impatiently hungry offspring.

The Redbellied female continued to visit the same feeder near the window throughout the entire p
However she visited less and less frequently until August 14 which was the last time | saw her on
deck.

All photos- Mariana Pesthy

r his
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Tagging Vultures - a contribution from Sheryl Johnson

There has been a catastrophic decline of vulture popula-
tions in the Old World and Africa. It is due to their consumption
of livestock treated with a veterinary drug, diclofenac, that is
toxic to them. Hawk Mountain has initiated a New World vulture
research project whose goal is to monitor populations and detect
threats before similar problems and devastation arise on our side
of the ocean. In January of 2011, David Barber presented a pro-
gram to BCDC outlining some of the preliminary results from their
studies.

As part of their research on migration, the Hawk Mountain
team is interested in tagging vultures to follow their seasonal
movements. Hence, when Lisa Kiziuk, of Williston Conservation Bracken Brown with Turkey Vulture chick (above) and
Trust, discovered a Turkey Vulture nest at Rushton Farm, Doris Black Vulture chick (below)
McGovern alerted the researchers and invited them down to tag
the two chicks. Doris posted an entry to the BCDC blog (http://
bcdc-pa. bl ogspot. com/) following that e
post). As luck would have it, Al Guarente discovered another vulture nest _
just a few days after the team had vi.
covered . . .6 6/26.) I al so happene;
nested in the past, so | investigated further. Thanks to some insider knowl-
edge, provided by Kevin Diggins of DCCC, we were able to coordinate tagging
of four additional vulture chicks.

All photos- Sheryl Johnson

Because vultures defecate on their legs as a cooling mechanism,
metal bands are not used for marking them. Instead, colored plastic live-
stock tags with large numbers, visible from both the upper and lower sides,
are affixed to the carpal joint on the wing. Light blue tags mark Turkey Vul-
tures, while yellow tags adorn Black Vultures. The tags may be on either wing. Numbers should be readable
with binoculars.

. As you watch the skies for migrating raptors this season, keep a keen
lookout for our local vulture kids. The Turkey Vultures banded at
Rushton Farm are numbers 250 and 301; those from Smedley Park,
312 and 313. The two Black Vultures raised at DCCC are numbers 214
and 215. If you see any of these birds, or any other tagged individu-
als, please note the location, date and time, and behavior (in addition
| to the number and which wing is marked) and report your finding. Al
has offered to serve as the clearinghouse for all reports so that the
club may know of the birdsdé | ocal
forward your report to the Hawk Mountain team. We are hopeful that
having a few marked local birds may help us at the Rose Tree Park
awkwatch when we are trying to assess the status of vultures in the

air. For those of you who were able to witness the tagging of our
Lauren Johnson with new Turkey Vulture friend Del awar e Count Yy birds, it wi || be
bird when it was just a chick. 6
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| dd | i ke to seeafl Some | un
wishes from our members

—

Everybody has lifers on his wish list, but there are things about birds - even very common birds - that we

seldom, if ever, get to see. In the last issue, | remarked that for all the House Sparrow nests | had seen,

I never found a completely naturally constructed one. One which was not in a streetlamp, dryer vent, or

under an air conditioner. This was actually remedied this summer when | saw House Sparrows going in and

out of the dense Italian Cypresses at the pool of the Bellagio Hotel in Las Vegas. They were obviously

visiting nest sites, as the grounds crew at this hotel would not allow comings -and-goings by these birds

from messy nest sites in the buildingds fa-ade. Tehnic

themselves, but you get the idea. Here are some other t
A shrikeds prey i mpal evilefemae. a t horn or barbed
Chickadees mobbing an owl.

And here are some things | 6ve seen and would bet ers
oCooperatived feeding in White Pelicans.
The ring on a Ring-necked Duck (twice).
An Osprey dive and come up with a fish.
Wacky canopy feeding in a Reddish Egret.
The orange crown on an Orange -crowned Warbler. Ditto the raised crown of a Ruby  -crowned Kinglet.
Anting behavior.
A Nighthawk onesto.
A Song Sparrow oparento feeding a cowbird chick.
Western Grebes running across the water in their mating display.
A huge flock of Pinyon Jays - in my opinion, the only way to see this bird.

Al Guarente joins me in wanting to s i ng
out of seeing:

An Ovenbird nest

A Chimney Swift nesting in a natural place

Either of the Blue -winged Warbler x Golden -winged Warbler hybrids (gotcha there, Al. I've seen

Brewster ds)

Cerulean Warblers again nesting at Ridley Creek State Park

Bird Trivia

What bird was discovered excavating nest holes in the insulation of the
space shuttleds external fuel tank?

13(2l| POYBYS-MOJBA JMSUY




Bird is the Word

By Amy Langman

Black -throated Blue Warbler (Dendroica caerulescehs

Warble: to sing melodiously with trills, quavers, runs, etc.

Anyone with a love of warblers probably has this beauty at
the top of their favorites list. With a striking steel blue bac
bright white belly, and black face, throat, and flanks, the
male Blackthroated Blue warbler is one of the most
recognizable woodvarblers, if not one of the most

recognizable birds in the eastern United States.
Male BTBW

This stocky, shorhecked bird shows extreme sexual dimorphism. In fact, it was considered to be two different speciés in
the early 1800s. The only superficial similarities between the male and female are the short, thin bill and the white
primaries that are visible in flight and show as a white wing patch when the bird is at rest. The female is olive yello

overall with a distinctive curved creamy white supercilium or eyebrow along with a darker auricular (area beneath the eye).
Females can be confused with Orafogewned or Tennessee Warblers. An immature bird is similar to the adults. The
Black-throated Blue Warbler isypically about 0.3 ounces. They can range in size from 4.3 to 5.1 inches in length with a
wingspan of 6.7 to 7.9 inches.

There is also an Appalachian subpopulation with additional black streaking on the back below the neck.

The warbler mainly gleans insects and spiders from leaves in all levels of the forest. Typically, they feed alone whil
hovering, flying, or standing on the vegetation. They may forage for fruits, berries, seeds, and nectar especially while the
are on their wintering grounds. They prefer mature deciduous
- and coniferousleciduous forest with a thick understory, often i
hilly or mountainous terrain.

Sung typically by the male, the song is a buzayu zu zean
be 3 t withthe lasundts rjsing. Their call is a sharp note
that is reminiscent of a junco and the flight call is a frequent,
sharptik sound that is similar to a cardinal.

Black-throated Blue Warblers are neotropical migrants that

range from southeastern Canada south to Central America. § As
of 2001, over 700 Blacthroated Blue Warblers have been
reported on the coast of California. The hypothesis for this o
of-place population is mirreimage orientation, in which the

birds fly in the opposite direction during northern migration,
swapping east and west.

A female enjoying a meal of berries



They breed in the thick understory of the deep forests in northeastern United States and southeastern Canada. Migration
occurs in the late summer throughout the eastern United States and birds can be found in varying habitats such as forest,
parks, and gardens. They arrive by f@idtober to winter in the dense tropical forests of the Caribbean and Central

America and even southern Florida. The male uses forest at lower-glavadions, while the female prefers high

elevation shrubs.

Males are territorial and will chase each other around the forest for hours and even sometimes days. A similar coufing
chase sequence between males and females eventually ends when the female quivers her wings for copulation consent.

They prefer shrubs like viburnum, rhododendron, mountain laurel, or saplings that usually are 3 to 5 feet above the ground
for nesting (making them a favorable bird to study). A typical clutch is 4 eggs, but can range from 2 to 5 creamy white eggs
with dark speckles on the larger end. Young are altricial, meaning they are helpless with tufts of down and their eyes are
closed. Females incubate eggs for 12 to 13 days and young fledge after 8 to 10 days. The young are fed by bothfparents.
Predation is typically by Blue Jays and squirrels, and Brbeaded Cowbird parasitism is infrequent. Mates are mostl
monogamous, but females may stray to mate with othe ma |
survival advantage.

;'.s }z'f“,a‘li S T g
M}r, = A #7%="7~ Their population appears to be stable and is categorized as

‘ RG> LA » of O6Least Concernd with specH
population likely decreased with the original clearing of
forests and rebounded with the abandonment of farmlands.

Forest defragmentation in New England is not as severe as

in other parts of the world, and likely helps keep the

population stable. According to one website, they appeartto

be tolerant of disturbance on their winter grounds including

primary and secondary forest and rural, huronecupied

areas and coffee farms.

Another female BTBW Some interesting facts regarding the Blackhroated
Blue Warbler:

More is known about the ecology and behavior of the Btaokated Blue Warbler than any other migratory songbird
species breeding in North America.

They are very approachable. We have encountered this behavior at Higbee Beach during fall migration (see photo
They have been observed at suet and peanut butter flegeder

According to the Bird Banding Lab, 94,549 Blaitkoated Blue Warblers have been banded from 1955 and 2000. Singe
1998, only 45 of the banded birds have been recovered.

Only 50% of males and 40% of females survive each year, although there are reports of some birds, approximately[d% of
the population, surviving for 8 years!

A Black-throated Blue Warbler was reported in Iceland in September 1988. Do they make sweaters that small?

All photos: Amy Langman
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Many movies contain scenes which include birds. Some are even about birds. Here are five questions about

bird -related movies or movie scenes. Feel free to use any resources you like to find the answers. A
particularly good place to go iswww.imdb.com, and www.google.comwill also supply many answers. If you

FDQYW VWDQG ZDLWLQJ HPDLO PH DW QHZVOHWWHU#EFGF RUJ IRU WKH I

Name the movie with the bird event described (Answers in the November issue.)

1. Name the following birds made famous in animation:
a) Two magpies who repeatedly made a smorgasbord of farmers' cornfields
b) A penguin who could never get warm
¢) The Brazilian parrot, American drake, and Mexican rooster who starred
in Disney's "The Three Caballeros"
d) The canary constantly in danger of becoming cat food
e) The most famous member of the family Picidae, ever
I :LOH ( &R\RWHfV HWHUQDOO\ HOXVLYH SUH\

2. Hermione Gingold teaches title character Leslie Caron the cultured way to devour Ortolan Buntings in
this film from the 1950's.

3. A Canadian farmer and his daughter use an ultralight aircraft to teach
domestically raised Canada Geese to migrate to North Carolina. Name the movie.

4. A flock of crows lands on an alien death engine, thus revealing to Tom Cruise that its force
field is down! Attack now! A Spielberg effort.

5. The 2001 Oscamominated documentary which chronicled the migratory hurdles faced by birds all over
the world.

Answers to the May 2011 Quiz

Three Kings
Dumb and Dumber
Finding Forrester

The Great Escape

o > 0w NP

Master and Commander

We wel come membersd contributions to our newsletterlf] so if
poetry, essays, or photographs that would be of interest to our BCDC birding community, please submit them

to the editor:

Carl Perretta, e -mail: newsletter@bcdelco.org

The deadline for the November newsletter is Wednesday, October 26, 2011.

Club questions or suggestions? Contact Sheryl Johnson, President: sbjohnso@haverford.edu .

Suggestions for or leading of field trips? Contact Amy or Chris Langman, Field Trip Coordinator:
birdgyrl@gmail.com .

Bird sightings to report? ~ Contact Dave Eberly, Bird Reports Editor:  david.eberly@gmail.c om.
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